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©IPFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STAOPES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

PROM 
SUBJECT 



SAC, NEW YORK ( 100 -NEW) 
SA PAUL J. NEUMANN (12-15) 



DATE: VV/^S 



PEOPLE'S IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
IS-C 



SOURCE 

Charaoterizatlon 

Conaealment 

Date and/or 
Desoriptipn of 
Activity 
Date R-Boeived 
Agent 
Location 



Who has furnished reliable 
Information in the past. 
Conceaii and paraphase to 
protect identity 



12/16/57 

PflTTT. J. TTOTTMAMN 



b7D 



Attached hereto is a copy of information 
received orally from the informant on 12/16/57, and 
reduced to writing in the NYO on 12/17/57, by SA PAUL 
J. NEUMNN. It was read and signed by the informant 
on )/i3/si. 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



NY (100-23«25) 
NY (100-78800) 
NY (100-67900) 
NY (100-125507) 



12-15)- 

T^TCTJ.TAMTW.T, nAVT.q . JR.). ( I9) 

19) 



U'OSSPH SMALLl^roOD) (12-15) 
'HAHHS-EiaHMAN) (l2-l4) (Hescribed by ' 
s HARRY FISHFR, who resides 



NY (lOOv 



■on 69th StT, NYC, with NAT (LNU) , 
Telephone Number LY 5-8243) 
(NAT (LNU)) (Previously described; 
resides With HARRY FISHMAN, at 231 
W. 69th St., NYC) 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



COPIES ' CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 



NY 100 -NEW 
COPIES .CONTINUF.D 

1 - NY'(l®0-98553) (JAMRS RANKIN) (12-15) 

1 - NY (lOO-NEW) (MRION (PH) SMALLWOOD) (12 -15), 

1 - NY (100- ) CGE RALDINE SMA LLWOOP) ( 12-15) (Described 

by I l as Mrs. SMLLWOOD, wife of b7D 

MARION (PHj SmLLWOOD) 
1 - NY (100- ) (UNSUB- White Male) (Resides on East Side 

of 110th St., NYC-; blond hair ■ crew cut; 

age - approximately 35 S 5' 10"- 5' 11" J 

190 lbs.;- mole on left side of face near 

mouth) 

1 -T-NY (100- ) (Mrs. (PNTJ) ADAMS) (Described as residing 

at samo address as MARION (PH). SMALLWOOD) 
1 - NY (100- ) (PNU) BROCKMAN (PH) (Negro male, 50 years 

of age J gray hair; 5 '7" J 150 Ibs.^ lives 

near MARION (PH) SMALLWOOD) 
1 - NY (100- ) (PNU) carter) (Negro male; 25-30; 5'8"- 

165 lbs.; tennis player -r possibly 

professional) 

1 - NY (100- ) (Mrs. (PNU) smith) (Negro female; 40-45; 

5>6"-5'7''; stocky build; light skinned; 

wears glasses) 
1 ~ NY (100-91913) (JESSE GRAY) (12-15) 
1 - NY (100.-73525) (NINA EVANS), (12 15) ' 

1 - NY (100-128814) (CP, USA, District #2, Organization) (19-2) 
1 - NY (100-26603) (OP, USA, District #2) (19-2) 
1 - NY (100-128815) (CP, USA, District #2; Negro Question) (19-2) 
1 - NY (100 -26603c 1214) (CP, USA District #2, Harlem Region) 

^ (12-16) 

'Q^- NY (100-$) (QP, USA) (l9-l) 

V 

PJNrman 
(22) 
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NY 100 -NEW 



A meeting was held on 12/15/57 at the residenoe 
of Marion (PK) Smallwood^ which is located in the 100 
block of ll4th St., NYC, for the pritnafy reason of discussing 
the future of the People's Improvement Association. The 
following are those who attended this meeting: 

Benjamin J. Davis, Jr. 

Harry Fisher (resides with NAT (LNU) on 

69th St., NYC, telephone 
number LY 5 8243) 

Nat (LNU) 



Jim Rankin 



Joseph Smallwood 
Marion (PH) Smallwood 

Mrs . Smallwood (wife of Marlon (PH) Smallwood) 



Unknown White Male 



Mrs. (FNU) Adams 
(PNU) Brockman (PH) 



(FNU) Carter 



Mrs. (FNU) Smith - 



lives on the east 
NYCj blond haTr - 
approximately 35 j 
190 lbs . appears 
mole on left side 



s_ide of 110th St., 
crew cut; age - 
5 '10" - 5 '11"; 
to be well educated ; 
of face- near mouth 



resides in the same apartment house 
as Marion (PH) Smallwood 

-Negro male;- approximately 50 years of age 
gray hairj 5 '7"; 3:50 lbs.; lives near 
Marion (PH) Smallwood 

Negro main; 25-30 years of age; 5 '8": 
165 lbs 5 tennis player (possibly 
professional) 

Negro female; 40-45 years of age; 5 '6" - 
5 '7"; stocky build; light skinned; wears 
glasses; nicely dressed (had to leave 
meeting rarlj) 



NY 100 -.NEW 

Marion (Ph) Smallwood began the meeting by 
outlining the organization of the People *s Improvement 
Association for the new people present. 

Following this^ Ben Dnvls, Joe Smallwood and 
Marion (Ph) Smallwood agreec? to meet together on 12/22/57^ 
to write the preamble for the People ^s Improvement Association, 

The election of officers for the People ^s 
Improvement Assooiatipn was taken up next with Joe 
Smallwood being elected President* Nat (LNU) elected 
Recording Secretary and Mrs. (FNU) Adams elected 
Treasurer • 

JIM RANKIN reported on a discussion he had 
with JESSE GRAY on 12/ll/57j?egardlng the new site for 
the People ^3 Improvement Association which is to be 
obtained through NINA EVANS for $24. per week. Plans 
call for a group of Puerto Ricans to share in the operation 
of the People ^s Improvement Association and to assume 
one half of the rental charges. It is felt that biased 
feelingb between Negroes and Puerto Ricans can be eased 
through such a coalition. RANKIN and JOE SMALLWOOD are 
to me^t with JE3SE GRAY on I2/16/57 to positively 
determine if new headquarters for tEe organization can be 
obtained. If the headquarters are available^ notices will 
be mailed to all persons present at the meeting of 12/l5/57_ 
to meet at the new headquarters on 12/22/57. RANKIN then 
suggested that the executive body meet each week prior to 
the time a weekly enlarged meeting Is held » RANKIN 
declined any office at presqnt, but agreed to meet with the 
executive body and help In any way possible • 



NY 100 -NEW 

Marlon (Ph) Smallwood raised the question of 
funds, stating that $24 was' needed for the first week's 
rent and that additional money would be needed for the 
installation of a telephone. (B'NU) Brookman said he 
would donate $2. Everyone else at the meeting followed 
suit and gave |2, 

Joe Smallwood remarked that all national groups, 
except the Negroes, have a national holiday such as St. 
Patrick's Day, Hanukka, etc. Smallwoad expi»essed the need 
for a day celebrating some great Negro struggle and 
suggested spmething liire John Brown's Day, March to 
Grant's Tomb or a Pilgrimage to Gettysburg. . He said that 
some program like this must be brought to the people 
through the People's Improvement Ass.ooiation. 

Ben Davis, the principal speaker, concurred 
with the suggestion made by Joe Smallwood. Ben stated 
he introduced a bill in 19^4 regarding the establishment 
of Negro History Week and that this bill was subsequently 
passed by the NYC Council, 3ome time, later Davis 
introduced ahother bill re^-ating to something similar to 
what Smallwood suggested. This bill was never passed. 
In establishing a day commemorating some great Negro 
struggle;* Ben suggested that Negroes maroh down 5th Avenue, 
Ben felt that churches ahd civic groups would support the 
establishment of such a commemorative day, and that , 
thereafter, the People's Improvement Association would 
gain wide support throughout the country. 

Ben wants to start activity in the People's 
Improvement Association immediately'. He stated that 
thousands of leaflets should be distributed to let 
people know about the new organization and to inform 
them that they can bring their various grievances to the 
Association. Ben assured the people in attendance that 
the Association would have his whole-hearted support as 
well as the suoport of, the qommunlst Party. At this 
point, Ben remarked that his wife was expecting a child 
in a week or two weeks, and it was necessary for him 
to leave because of this. 
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NY 100 -NEW 

The People's Improvement Association was first 
thought of by Joe Smallwood . It is to he a broad mass 
organization/ the core of which is to be comprised of ■ 
Communist Party members who will be the administrators 
of the organization. Non-Party members will be brought 
into the Association through a program cantering 
essentially around '^tenant's work in the Harlem area 
of New York City and social equality for minority 
groups such as Negroes and Puerto Ricans . The main 
objective in setting up this organization is to bring 
new members into the Communist Party through a 
systematic Indoctrination whereby people will be 
impressed with the benefits of socialism as compared 
to capitalism. 

After conceiving the idea about starting the 
People's Improvement Association, Joe Smallwood sought, 
and obtained, the cooperation of Ben Davis and Jesse 
Gray in formulating plans for the creation of this new 
organization. 

The above is an accurate transcription of 
information -orally furnished by me on I2/16/57. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDWJ-UIJITED STATES GOVERWMEMP 



SAC, CLEVELAND " 3/7/5S 



SAC, NEW ITORK (100-133479) 



YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE 
IS - YSA 



Source 



Reliability 



ation Furnished 



Date 'Hece^ved 
Received By 
Lpcation 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

i 
1 
1 

h 



Clevelanc 
Nex\^ York 
New^ York 
Nevj York 
New York 
New York 
Nev? York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York. 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 



AJGjrkh 



Who has furnished reliable 
information in the past . 

Forum sponsored by YSA held 
11/29/57, Adelphi Hall, NYC 

12/6/57 ■ 

SA ARTHUR J. GREENE, JR'. 



b7D 



noo~l7QOP^ CF-RTn REINTHALER) (RM) 




mi}-^r33i9b) (HiCHARD DEHAM) (#7-3) 

;iQo-98Si6) rp.RT wATNrRR\ r^7-^; 

100-129862) r 

*10^-1'^3571) [ 
100-133542 
lpO-116594 
I6G-I14564) 
IGO-I30702 
160-130558 
IOO-III291 
100- 

100-133145 

100-120546 

100-121720 
100-131513 
100-131179 
100-133814 
100-119520 

100-131940' 

100.4931) (CPUSA)' (#19 
100-133479) 



#7-^3; 

INTTT (#7-3! 

(MARTY WILNER ) (#7-3) 
(#7-3) 
^7-3) 
3 

(#7-3) 

PAUL GREENBERG) (#12^^14) 
PAUL LNU) (#7-3) 
PRANCES SHEPJVIAN) (#7-3) 
STANLEY GOODMAN ) (f^l2-ll) 



b6 
b7C 



7- 



•(me retmtha: 

AFSE) (#7-3) 
. ... 




NY 100-133479 



The follovjlng is a verbatum report received 
from captioned informant as set forth above: 

^!The Young Socialist Porum (Sponsored by the Young Socialist 
Alliance 

Friday, November 29, 1957 Adelphi Hall 7^ 5th Ave^^ N.Y 

"There v?ere 55 persons present. The chairman of the 
meeting "was Dick Detiaan , The speaker v^as Bert Deck. Present 
T/jere j 



¥ince 



Marty 



Paul Greenberg 
Paul 

Prances Sherman 
Stanley (c\V tendency) 



b6 

b7C 



"Bert spoke on the book^, The Roots of American 
Cpmmunism by Theodore Draper, He have a survey of the book 
which deals mostly with the origins of the communist 
movement in America during and after the World War I period 
T^e Communist party came into existence after the successful 
Bplshevic revolution in the USSR although it had beginnings 
ea.rlier. It served as the vanguard of the socialist parties 
in America because it sprang from a successful revolution 
something which all the other socialist parties had 
only dreamed of. 

"In the early years following the birth of the 

Party in America there was much debate and discussion 
and factionalism within the party. In general the 
factions were divided* among those who wanted the party 
to be completely underground and those who wanted it to 
be open and exposed and to welcome all who wished to join. 
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NY 100-133^79 



The infamous Palmer raids v^hich viere directed against all 
socialists seemed to give those who vjanted the party to 
be under ground the final victory "but once the atmosphere 
calmed 6ovin they lost out. again ♦ 

"During these early years the party naturally 
looked to Mosco^^ to help solve some of these disputes 
because of the superior experience of the Russian party 
in having brought about a successful revolution. It is 
Draper IS main thesis in his book that the Initial sin 
or mistake of the Communist party was in taking advice 
fi'om the Russian C\,F. When they did this they got 
into the habit of doing it and eventually became 
dependent on it and before long they bSviame an arm pf 
Russian foreign policy and hence aliena'jod workers in 
this country. 

^ "Bert disagreed with this sharply* said 

it was natural for the OF. in this country to look to 
Moscow as the successful revolutioniss . He said the 
advice Moscow gave at the time was good advice. For 
e:^ample Moscow advised the American party to be open 
and exposed because the TT,S\ was already a democracy 
and there was no need as there was in Tsarist Russia 
to be underground. This advice the American C\p\ 
followed . 

"Berths position was that -during those early 
years when the Russian CP was a revolutionary workers 
party it gave good advice and the American CP accepted 
it. It was only later on when the Russian t^arty came 
under the control of the bureaucrats that bad and 
oportunistic advice was given and that tight controls 
over the American party was established. In Leniri's 
fcime the American CP debated any advice from Moscow 
A'hile later on under Stalin and now under Khrushev 
the American CP merely rubber stamps decisions from 
Moscow. 



NY 100-133^79 



"Bert's position and presentation was soundly 
attacked from the floor hv nomnmi nl st party members and 
sympathizers among them | land P a-.n (Greenberg) 

who is a member of the YSA". I I gave a complste 

defense of the CP", under Stalin and currently under Khrushev. 
Paul criticized Bert for injecting his own views into 
w|iat should have been an objective discussion of the 
D}?aper book. 

"Eric Reinthaler of Cleveland Ohio spoke 
op his indictment under the Taft-Hartley Act for 
trying to circumvent the non-eotnmunist oath. He 
gave the hist.ory of his case in Cleveland with much 
sympathy expressed for himself as a militant trade 
unionist along with his co~defendents . He told 
of how the Justice Department offered to let him off 
if he would come clean and inform on his friends. 
He told of how he was being prosecuted for having 
drove a communist to a meeting, if he did he said 
he was ignorant of it. He is in the habit of driving 
people in his car. If He pan be indicted for this so 
can every bus driver and taxi driver. He said that 
his indictment is an attempt to frighten all militant 
l^bor leaders who will be fighting in the forthcoming 
recession for workers » rights and better conditions, 

"He appealed for any help in his defense 
fund and urged all those present to. write to the 
Justice Dept. in his behalf. 

"Dick DeHaan urged all to take advantage of 
:he literature table announced the apmphlet lecture 
series on Sunday and asked everyone to attend the 
American Forum for Socialist Education conference on 
automation which will be at the Great Northern on 
Saturday. Also he urged that everyone oome to the 
{SA party on the following Saturday night to be held 
it Adelphi Hall. He asked everyone to subscribe to the 
foung Socialist." 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM , .UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : SAC (100-442) DATEr January 7, 1958 

FROM : SA ARTHUR V. SULLIVAN, JR, 

SUBJECT: SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 

IS-SV/P 



past and 



^who has furnished reliable infomatlon in the 

whose Identity, must be protected, on December 20, 1957 ^ 



b7D 



fii-pni shed a. wrttten report, the original of which is located in. 

concerning a meeting of the Boston Branch, SWP, held 



DSeSfflDSr lU, 1957, at Boston, Massachusetts. 

AVS/ramj 
(21) 

cc : Pittsburgh 

IOO-I7&3 (STEVE NELSON) 



^Few York ^ 
100-47211 (STEVE NELSON 

\CTIONAICSM) 




Ttoston 



lOO" 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100. 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 



•7697 

•18875 

.568 

•18271 (F. 

.926 (D. 

•15971 (P. 

■15355 (E. 

.547^ A. 

'I616O [m. 

-20787 (CP- 

•20779 (CP- 

^5431 (J. 

-11772 (R. 

.19233 (B. 

-27770 (L. 



TRAINOR ) 



] 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



A. HOOD) 
HOOD) 

B. . SCHIRMER) 
SCHIRMER) 
ABBER) 
TIMPSON) 
RUSSO) 

-FACTIOTALISM) 
.ORGANIZATION) 
BOLLEN ) 
GOODWIN! 
FISHMAN , 
GOODMAN. 





BS 100-^42 

Informant advised that during the above meeting LAWRENCE 
P. TRAINOR, Orga,nizer of the Boston Branch, SWP, presented a report 
of a discussion held Decemher 5, 1957. at the home of OTIS A. HOOD, 
33 Payston Street, Roxhury-. TRAINOR reported that he had obtained 
his info vms±- i. on c once rnlng this discussion on December 6, 1957. 
frot J I ^'ho had been present at the discussion along 

with OTIS A. and FRANCES HOOD and DANIEL B. and PEGGY SCHIRlffiR. 

According to informant, TRAINOR 's report In substance 
was as- follows; 

A. STEVE NELSON'S Boston Visit 



, [ reported that STEVE NELSON had come to 

Boston to help rally support for the five Massachusetts Smith Act 
defendants, an assignment that was cancelled with the cancellation 
of the Smith Act trial at Boston on November 8, 1957. 



According to 



t^v^^iv^^ixe v-i STEVE NELSON had confided to the 

Massachusetts Communist Party leaders that he -is a "Gatesite" 
and that he would have resigned from the Communist Parcy, USA, 
at the time of the KHRUSHCHEV revelations if it had not been 
for the surge of "internal democracy" instigated by JOHN GATES 
within the Communist Party, USA, at that time. 

B. Massachusetts CP Leaders 



According to 



^ all of the Massachusetts Communist 

Party leaders'reported'ly are 'oatesites including MICHAEL RUSSO, 
whom LAWRENCE P. TRAINOR claimed still is on the outside looking 
in insofar as his acceptance by other Massachusetts Communist 
Party leaders is concerned.. These Massachusetts Communist Party 
"Gatesites" include DANIEL BOONE SCHIRMER, OTIS ARCHER HOOD, 
ANNE BURLAK TIMPSON, MICHAEL RUSSO and EDITH ABBER. 

EDITH ABBER reportedly is on the verge of resigning 
from the Communist Party and LAWRENCE P. TRAINOR in his report' 
implied that she might become the next target of the Bost.on Branch, 
SWP. 

) TRAINOR during his report stated also that the Boston 

Branch, SWP, must concentrate their efforts to contact personally 
any known local Stalinists with pro-Gate leanings to attempt to 
orient them in, the direction of Trotskyism.- 



BS 100-442 

TRA.INOR further claimed that the Lynn Stalinists. JAMES W', 
BOLLEN and R0B.3RT GOODWIN might be more pro-Gates than. pro-Pos-ter 
as the result of recent developments, not further discussed, and 
assigned BEN PISHMM and LENNY GOODMAN to talk to them. 

In view of the inf omatipn concerning STEVE NELSON 
copies- of this memorandum are being forwarded by Routing Slip 
to the Pittsburgh and New York Divisions. 

All necessary action has been taken with respect, to 
information furnished by this informant. 
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-SXANDARO FORM NO. 64 



r 




TO, 



FROM 



UNIJED STATES GOVERNMENT 



SAC, NEW yORK (100-4931) (19-1) 
3A (12-15) 



DATE:. , 1/9/58 



SUBJECT: CP, USA 
IS - C 



Source 

Chapacterization 
Concealment 

Date and/ior Description 
-of Activity- 
Date Received,' 
Received By . 
Location 



Who has furnished reliable ' inr- - ^ 
formatiori in the .past, ' ' • j^g ' 

Conceal aixd paraphrase ±.<^ jprdtec>t tvc 
Idfentlty. ' , • •. ' ' . j^^jj 

11/26/57 ' • - - , . . ' 



„ 12/13/57, above source advised that he dropped in at 

CP Headquarters. Source furnished a .written report. Which is" 
being made a part, of this serial.. 




lOQ-26503) 
100-16021); 
100-9984) 
10.0-4931) 



CCIP^) (12-15), 

'CPi USA, District #2) 
,ARN.0LD JOHNSON) (12- 
AL BiiUMSERG) . 119-:^) 
;.CP, USA)- , • 



(19-2) 




11/26/57 



Visited Hdqtrs^.i a_ 23 W. 26 £treet and asked for Arnold 
Johnson and Al. Blumberg and was told neigh^ie of them was in- 
did not want to force my way in so told the girl I would be 
back at some later time and that the visit was Just personal 
and of no importance. 



11/26/57 



- ^. w -, 

v ■ 




ft 



" ^ — ' — ^ — 1 













]. ,v-.:.-.Vvv ^/V-;'^ V::. A- .Vv..'- ^.V'- 



-:<f)*. iijr ;LOQ~493a,:(;c^v.4J^A^.(#i^J^ ■ ,,,, 



?i0Or6^§O9 .... 






v'"^'r«' '-'^ ' ' I" . - ■ '"'v . J ..1 ^. ^/'.r' ' '• • "^'i' .-.v. /'^ , 1 

■ ' . ' . .\» . f ■■ - \ ■ •• ' \- ^ \ '•, %•*' • •• ' -\ 

•. . • . - V •. * ; ■ - *• (J - • •• ' ^ ^ 'I . » - 



/ ..-V 




(K) COMMUNIST PARTY, USA - INTERNAL SECURITY - C - 
Communist Party> USA^ (CPUSA) is no longer using numerical designa- 
tions for its various districts but rather is referring to them by 
name, the title of reports and communications covering activities in 
a particular district should be changed ^o delete the numerical 
designation and incmde the name by which the district is currently 
known. For example, reports from Boston concerning CP District l 
will now be captioned. 



"Communist Party, USA 
New England District 
Boston Division 
internal Security t C 



Reports and communications concerning CP activity in those 
states which ^re not formally included in an organized CP district 
should be captioned, 

"Communist Party, USA 
State of _ 

' Division 

■internal ^Security - C," 

^, Appropriate changes are being made in the Manual of 

f Instructions. 

1/7/58- 

•SAC LETTER NO, 58-1 ^ 



SERIAL 

/lAN8-195fl 





OEFIGE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STAIES GOVERNMENT 



TO: 



SAC, NEW YORK (lOO-26603-C4l) DATE: l/l4/5C 



PROM: 



SA CHARLES D. SHORES (#12-13) 



SUBJECT: QUEENS COUNTY CP 
IS-C 



Source 
Reliability 

Location 



Wtlo has furnished relable 
information in the past 



1 




New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 


- 1 




New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 






New York 


k 




New York 






New York 






New York 


1 




New York 


1 




New York 



I100-103b72j LOIS J. ALLEN) (jflS-lS) 
100-13527) (DAVE SALES) (#12-13) 
100-128481) (HARRY TANSER) (#12-13) 
100-119285 HERMAN WOOLLEY) (^^2-13) 
100-121161 ) }.iAr.nT^ Ty^TTTT^iwAM^ (#12-13 j 

(100-96199^ ' • 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



^^v- , (-^12-13) 



ISS'of!^?^/ ARTHUR DEUTSCH) (#12-13) 
100-323) (SAM DLUGIN) (#12-13) 
100-65505)' (AL EISENBERG) (#12-13) 
100-25864) EDWARD (#12-13 
100-103907 r 1 #12-1^ 



^nnil2^?^ / C-l^i^'-^™ BRALL #12-13) 
100-7658) (LEMENT HARRIS #12-13 
riOO-new) (Unsub; w. age '42, Organizer 

Jamaica Section) 
100-128314) (Funds) (#197 

^nn^i????^ (Pactionalism) (#19) 
100-4931) (CP, USA) (#19) 

ro?°-7l^^^?^, (ROBERT* THOMPSON) (#ic 

r'Daily Worker") (#7-2) 
[100-26603-041) • ^ ' 



9-1) 



CDS:mb 
(22) 




1 



NY 100-26603-c4l 



On 12/11/57, 



furnished information 



b7D 



regarding a Queens County Committee Meeting held 
12/10/57. The., informablon was ".r'^duced to writing on 
12/12/57^ and this informant initialed the written 
statement on 12/20/57. 



, I |advised on 12/II/57, that Al 

iisenberg maae a surprise appearance at the meeting. 
Informant said Eisenberg did not speak during the 
meeting and that he has been laid up with a broken 
leg for the past four months., and is still limping. 



The statement follows: 



December 20 ^ 1957 



pnnv.^-,. n °" pecember 10, 1957 a meeting of the Queens 
County Coimunist Party Committee was held in the 

QuIenSf N??!' ^^^"^^ ^'^^^""^'^ ^^^^^^^^ 

Which started f?'iboi?^8?3o"mf ^'''"^'^ '^'^ "^"^^"^ 

Dave Sales 
Harry Tanser 
Tom Woolley 

Jack T^T^ic^riniiav, ^ 

Jilizabeth Merkelson 
Arthur Deutsch 
Sam Dlugin 

Al Eisenberg 

EddiPi PtPnrlo-.^ 
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Ji'sther Brail 
Lem Harris 
Martin 
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In addition^ a woman was present representing 
the Jamaica Section whose name was not mentioned. 
The unknown woman answered to the following description: 
white, age 42, height 5' 2", weight 135 lbs., stocky 
build, dark bron hair, attractive appearance. This 
woman may be an organisser in the Jamaica Section. 

Dave {Sales acted as chairman of the meeting. 

A general discussion on the progress of the 
current registration' drive took place. 



I Jaid the Kew-Pomonok Section 

has registered 7 members so far and .expects to regis 



Esther Bfall said the Sunnyside Section 
expects to register 25 members. 

Lem Harris said the Rockaway section is 
experiencing some difficulty in registering members. 
Some members of 30 years standing are refusing to 
register. 25 members are expected to be registered 
in Rockaway. 

The woman from the Jamaica Section announced 
that the registration in tiiat secti.on was undecided 
at this time but that she expects to register 25 or 
more members eventually. 

Harry Tanser announced a definite dues 
schedule as follows: 

Housewives, students, unemployed 
Earning up to $8o per week 
Earning between ^80 and $110 per week 
Earning over $110 per week 



$ .50 
1.00 
2.50 
5.00 
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The position of Willlam_Z__Eaia±^ was 



XXXC position or Wl l l -l A m -^r^a^c-v^ ^^S 

denounced by Deutsche Harris and] They 
feel that Poster is not in a pos iliiiion 6r t'i sponsibility 
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in the Party any longer and he should cease giving 
his viewpoint on current issues within the Party in 
such publications as the "Daily Worker." 

Sara Dlugin proposed that the Queens County 
Communist Party pass a resolution that the National 
Committee of the Communist Party instead of having 
the members work on many issues just have the members 
work on one point at a time. Dlugin felt this would 
result in individual members taking more interest since 
there vrould be less confusion as to just what the 
Party v/as trying to accomplish. This proposal 
was passed and the resolution was to be sent to the 
National Committee. 

TT J Sales said that he recently' had gone to National 

Headquarters of the Communist Party to get a speaker for 
this meeting. He said he found Ben Davis, Eugene Dennis, 
and Bob Thompson holding a conference and he was able 
to get Thompson for a speaker after Davis and Dennis 
said they were unable to make it. 

Tanser announced that .the Coimty and each 
section are expected to contribute to an "Anniversary 
Edition" of the "D^y Worker" which would be issued 
^^^^ January, 1957. He said the County would contribute 
$100 and each section v/ould make a f>5 contribution. 
He said the- name of each section who contributes would 
appear in the paper. 

Thompson appeared at the meeting at about 10:00 PM. 

■"■^ talk, Thompson made general remarks in 
the fields of peace, the progress Russia is mafeig in 
technology and the idea that the capitalistic ^untriep 
can't keep up the pace in the many advances that Russia 
IS making. Thompson made the remark there is too much 
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conflict of opinion between the ruling classes in the 
United States. As an example he claims that Harold 
Stassen advocates a policy of getting together with 
Russia while the Secretary of State Foster Dulles 
doesn't want collaboration. 

Following Thompson's remarks a discussion 
period was held. Questions were asked about the 20th 
Congress recently held in the U.S.S.R.and since 
Thompson said he would not have time to answer all 
the questions it was decided that a special Committee 
meeting would be held Dec. 17., 1957 in the same 
meeting room and Thom.pson would return to continue 
the discussion. 
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OPPICg MEMORANDUM 
: SAC (100-^7908) 



milED STATES GOVERNMENT 
DATE: January 20, 1958 



PROM : SA LEO M, McGINN 



SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA, DISTRICT #1 
IS-C 



Prom 

Date and Description 
Date Received 



District cbrnmittee meetings CP of 
New England, held 1/5/58 j Roxbury 
Massachusetts^ 

The report on the District Commit 
tee meeting 6f che Communist Part 
of New England, held Januai^y 5^ 
1QS3, in ROxburv. Massachusetts, 
was i I to 
Special Employee LUTHER H. MUNSON 
on January 6, 1958^ the 
presence of SA lEO U\ McGINl?. 
The report consisting of seventeen 
pages ^ was; transcribed by Special 
Employee LUTHER H. MUNSON on 
JaTOjg^rv 7. IQ^R. Th6 repQrt of 
J x^j^as read arid 
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Location 



acknowledged by his sigmture^ on 
each page, on Janukry l4, 1958 i i 
the presence of SA L EO M. McGINN'.. 



In view of the 'sensitivity of this informant the^ utmost, 
care, must be utilized to carefully paraphrase this information 
prior to disseminal^ion in order to protect the identity of thiis. 
irif ormant . 



,IMM/nmi'J. 
{81 ). 

2 - Chicago 
2 - Denver 




New York 



100- 

100- 
100- 
100- 
100^ 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 



f GILBERT GREEN' ).(RM ) 
CLAUDE LIGHTP0OT)(RM) 
COINIIPROS -DENVER ) (RM ) 
CP-PTJNDS)(RM} 
SIDNEY STEIN) (RM). 

JOHN ga:tes),(rm) 
"daily worker ").(rm) 
cp-brooklyn)(rm} 
cp -funds ) (rm ) .^^^^ 

(EUGENE DENNiS^f(RM,) 
"THE W0RKER"^>.v ' 



ec's cohtinued next page 
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New York cobles- contlnueja 

(CP-USA )(RM)V/" ^v., 

166- (CP-ORGANIZATION ) (RM ) 

100- (GREEN-WINSTON AMNESTY CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE )(RM). 

100- (HENRY WINSTON )(RM) 

100- (WILLIAM PATTERSON )(RM) 

100- (MICHAEL A. RUSSO)(RM) 

100- (CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP )(RM) 

100- (WILLIAM Z. POSTER )(RM) 

100- (BENJAMIN DAVIS ) (RM } 

100- (HY LUMEi;R)(RM) 

100- (JAMES J^*CK.iiON)(RM) 

lOQ- (ROBERT THOMPSON ) (RM ) 

iOO- (FRED FINE)(RM) 

Boston Cpples 



100-497 (ALisN binch; 

100-l8i^3 (BOSTON JEWISH PEOPLE'S FORUM) 
100-13591 (FRANCES BOLLEN) 
100-^5^31 (JAMS BOLLEN) 

100-775 (HOMER 3. CHASE) ^ 

100-15170 (PRANK COLLIER) 

100- (BENJAMIN DAVIS J 

100-30 (HUGH DeGREGORY) 

100- (EUGENE DENNIS) 

100- (FRED PINE ) 

100-18524 (JOHN GATES) 

100- (GILBERT GREEN) 

100-32359 (GREEN -WINSTON AMNESTY CAMPAIGN)- 

100-11772 (ROBERT GOODWIN) 

100-313 (LEWIS GORDON) 

100.-18271 (PRANCES HOOD) 

100-568 (OTIS HOOD) 

100- (JAMES JACKSON) » 

lOO-r.22939 (LBIW JOHNSON) 

100-16208 (PHIL KORITZ) 

100^12138 (BEN LANDY) 

lOOr- (HY LUMER) 

iOO-28338 (OLIVE LEITH) 

1.00- ( CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT) 

100-1843 (FLORENCE LUSCOMB) 

100^ (MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION) 

100- (WILLIAM PATTERSON) 



GO'S continued next page 
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CP's Boston continued 



100-23781 
100-926 

100-22996 
100-547 
100- 
100- 

100-18875 
100-23071 
100.-18901 

100-31733 
97-78 

100-31223 
100-17513 
100-20779 
100-20778 

100-16191 
100-29844 

100-20787 
100-20785 
100-16410 
100-19374 
100-23165 

100-26893 
100-24111 

100-18169 
IOO-I8912 
100-18211 
100-18018 



DAN SCHIRMER) 
.SIDNEY STEIN) 
ANNE BURLAK TIMPSON) 
ROBERT THOMPSON) 
HENRY WTN-qTOW^ 
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] 



:ann white) 

;HERB. ZIMMERMAN) 

^ATTEMPTS BY OP TO ESWBLISH BROAD SOCIALIST ORGANIZATION) 

"DAILY WORKER" } 
[COMPROS -BOSTON) 
: CP -BRIEF) 
'CP-ORGANIZATION) 

CP -MEMBERSHIP) 

CP-PUNDS) 

. CP -PRINTING FACILITIES ) 

CP-FACTIONALISM) 
,CP-INTEPiNATIONAL RELATIONS) 

CP-POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) 

CP -LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES) 

CP^DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES) 

CP -STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 

CP-NEGRO QUESTION) 

CP-PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS) 

CP-EDUCATION) 

CP-INDUSTRIAL) 
[CP-ROXBURY) 



Index to IOO-7908 
Mrs. HUGO DeGREGORY 

Attorney JAMES CLEVELAND 
New Hampshire 

PNU MCLEAN 
New Hampshire 
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Informant's report dated January 7^ 1958, follows: 

"On January 5, 1958,. a meeting of the New England Communist Party, 
District Corranittee, was held at the home of DAN SCHIRMER, Fayston 
Street, Roxbury. This' meeting originally was scheduled to he held 
at the HOODS downstairs but his furnace went out during the night 
!S0 it was held upstairs at DAN SCHIRMER 'S. 

■'CJhose attending were: 

"ELSIE PIPER 
BOBBY GOODOTN 
OTIS and FRAN HOOD 
LEW JOHNSON 
MIEE RUSSO 
DAN SGHIPJ-SR 
HOfER CHASE 
ANNE TH-IPSON 
PHIL KORITZ 

"BEN LANDEY was not there so we did not have a report of the last 
District Committee meeting, other than certain things that people 
recalled. 

"PHIL KORITZ is back as a member of the District Committee, there 
having been some doubt as to his status, at the last District 
Committee meeting. 

"A rather loose agenda was set up. First there was a report on 
the National Executive Committee, then a rejJort from LEW JOHNSON 
on Labor; the report of the Defense Committee, the report from 
the Program Committee, and a report from the Education Committee. 

"At the time the agenda was set up, ANNE TIMPSON and PHIL KORITZ 
had not arrived. Instead of MIKE giving a report ojn the National 
Executive Committee the meeting started off with FRAN HOOD giving " 
a report on the Defense Committee. FRAN HOOD, in listing Committee 
•funds available, read verbatim from a combination typewritten and 
handwritten report consisting of one page, bearing the caption 
'MASS. SMITH ACT DEFENSE COMTTEE', self -described as a Statement 
of Operations from May 1956 through December 1957. A few copies 
of "this report were distributed at this meeting. FRAN HOOD 
explained that she had been sick and that this report had been 
made up by ANN WHITE, who had worked with the committee. FRAN 
said if we wanted her to, she would explain it fx«?ther. 
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"On the first item. Membership and Bail Cases, $1,100, she explained 

I. °^ MIKE'S first case, and that approximatel- 

^00 had gone to help finish- paying for HERB ZIMMERMAN'S lawyer, " ^ ' 
HERB having formerly been indicted by the State and imable to finish' 
paying for his lawyer. The $200 was to help on this. : 

"HOMER CHASE questioned 'the amount paid PRANK COLLIER and SID 
UPSHIRES. PRANK COLLIER was paid $1,091.53; SID LIPSHIRES had 
.-osn paid $1,596.33. HOMER wanted an explanation for that, and 
J:;iAN explained that both COLLIER and SID LIPSHIRES, even after SIP 
l-.9.d left the Party, had continued to work with the Committee doing 
e. Lot of research, digging up facts and figures. Both had been 
Mred by the Committee to do the work, and the sums indicated 
©.mounted to their salary. ' ■ 

•'There were two items. Miscellaneous and Mailing. She explained 
Cxiat the $54.57 on mailing was what they had spent for envelopes 
^n^*^Q^®?o^"^ ^^^^ postage was included in the Miscellaneous item 
o:c $2o9.68. She said there was still $500 reserved for mIkE'S 
case and the $500 itemized as going to the Denver case had been 
voted at the last District Committee meeting. This $500 has 
already been sent and a letter of acknowledgment received from 
the Denver group defendants. 

"lEW JOHNSON had a letter that he said he had alsci received from one 
of the Denver defendants. He read this letter and it was broken ' 
down by the writer showing that it still left the Denver group- with 
a $2,292.00 deficit. ^ 

"PRAN, in explaining the notation - Donations $129.07, stated 
the report was made out over the Christmas and holiday period, 
following which donations had come in from people who hadn't been 
able to contribute to the Defense Committee. She said the sum pf 
$129.07 came from- such donations. That left the Defense Committee 
with a balance of $268.85 exclusive of the $500 reserved for ' 
MIKE RUSSO'S case. " 

"ANNE TIMPSON brought up the fact that HnCO DeGREGORY'S case in 
New Hampshire was going to the Supreme Court. She felt that we 
should make a donation to him, send him $100 or $200 from the 
defense fund. HOMER CHASE disagreed. HOMER said HUGO was .running 
his own case up there, that this was not the way a Marxist should 
do, and that no donation should be made. He didn't think we should 
Just take some money and give it to an individual unless he was 
willing to talk the thing over with us and develop his case along 
a Marxist basis. 
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PHIL KORITZ said he thought we should make a donation, that it 
shouldn't be on the basis of barter, and that we should make a 
contribution outright. There was considerable talk about HUGO'S 
case going to the Supreme Court, that whether we gave $100 or 
$200 it was only going to be a token thing anyway, and that we were 
supposed to be interested in Civil Rights, etc. HOMER injected " , 
again that there should be come' political basis and there should 
.je some questions raised with him, and this should be developed 
on a broad basis. There was considerable feeling about this. Some 
.•:olt HUGO- should be given the money, without question, and MIKE 
and ANNE felt that since HUGO and his wife v;ere paying for their 
own case, they should run it. There were two motions made on this 
point. A motion was made that a committee be appointed to see 
HUGO and^discuss his case and report back. Also there was a motion, 
i:iade that a contribution of $100 be made to HUGO. The first motion 
vjas passed unanimously and on the second motion there were seven for 
two opposed, and one abstension. ' 1 

"After being voted, HOMER was still very much against it and very . 
Much outspoken. FRAN explained the money belonged to the Defense 
Ooramlttee, that it did not belong to. the Party, and that accordingly 
vro had to qualify the vote by saying what we had voted for was to " 
recommend to the Defense Committee that they send the $100 to HUGO. 
Tc was finally agreed that the motion made was to recommend to the 
Defense Committee that they send HUGO $100.00. 

"Finally we had to .appoint a committee to see HUGO. ANNE and 
OTIS both volunteered. It v/as a unanimous vote that they be 
the Committee to see HUGO and that they discuss the significance 
of his case and determine whether there vras a possibility of 
developing it on a broad basis. They were to raise certain 
questions with HUGO about his case and report back to the next 
District Committee meeting. HOMER said in previous times in 
New Hampshire, members of the Party had been faced with difficulties 
when several had been indicted there several years ago, and the 
groundwork that they had done then had made it that much easier 
for HUGO to get a guy like JIM , CLEVELAND , who is a Senator, to 
become Interested in his case. He also i^entioned that they had 
been instruipental in involving a man by the name of McLEAN (ph. ), 
in such cases. HGMBIR'S argiament was that all this work the 
Party had done before had built up a basis for HUGO'S case and 
he felt that HUGO, at this point, was a little bit anti-P^rty 
,and it bothered him because he felt that HUGO was reaping the 
b-^nefit of work which the Party had done previously. 

"DAN SCHIRMER felt there should be no strings tied to any donation, 
that we should at least let HUGO know we were Interested in what 
was happening to him, that Party or no Party it was a Civil Rights 
case . 
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"At this point ANNE was asked to give a report on the Amnesty 
letter for GIL GREEN and HARRY WINSTON. She had been given the 
job of seeing FLORENCE LUSCOMB. She said she had been to see- 
FLORBNCE LUBG0M3 TDrevious to Christmas and FLORENCE LUSCOMB 
had been very negative towards the th3.ng. FLORENCE said she 
vjas tired of working for lost causes and she felt that her energy 
and her work should be spent in changing the political atmosphere 
of our country. She was working against the H-Bomb, and for 
Peace with the Quakers. ANNE reported that she actually didn't 
tarn her down completely, telling ANNE to come back in a couple 
of months when she might have mors time and the situation might 
change i She didn't think, however, that she wanted to become 
involved in the Amnesty letter for GIL GREEN and 'WINS'TON beqause 
she was so involved with these other matters. ANNS said GIL GREEN 
and HARRY WINSTON were the only two Smith Act victims still in Jail. 

"ANNE also reported- that they had gotten out a letter one of the 
Party members had written and it was going out to all the small 
newspapers in Massachusetts. FRAN had a list of them. She asked 
BOEBV GOODWIN if ne could pick the letter up on his way home. This 
letter was dlsoussod at the last District Coinmittee meeting. It ^ 
was a letter to go out, signed by the Massachusetts Smj.th Act Victlmr 
and asicina; for amnasty for GIL GREEN and HARRY WINSTON. On this ; 

letter, ANKBi reported that SID LIPSHIRISS had not wanted to sign IV . 

, if it was being published in the Boston papers, and that| 

had refused to sign it. ANNE said that WILLIAM PATTERSON was 
working for amnesty for GREEN and WINSTON on a national basis, 
ANNE said we could no longer send out our Aranesty Christmas cards : 
but that we should keep the matter in mind and inform our ttiembers 
In our sections that PATTERSON was working on a national basis for 
Amnesty for; GREEN and WINSTON. I believe the question came up 
Whether we could still use the cards and she said no, they could 
not be used. 



"ELSIE asked ANNE why had refused to sign the letter. 

MIKE and OTIS s&id th i i:'5a»on wahl n't important. I believe ANNE 



lnXS\Ei O-iiW. WXJUU OCJ.U. i. •^a.iJ^JJ.i. v.i^i^ii w , — ---- 

said the same th-j-i p. KLSII sai d she thought it was important and 
wanted to know why who had left the Party, had also 



refused to sign a latter for simnesty for other Smith Act Victims. 
ANNE explained that he had refused to sign it unless it also 
requested amnesty for NAGY and everybody else in the world. 

"HOMER asked where SID LIPSHIRES was and what he was doing and 
ANNE reported that SID LIPSHIRES was no longer in the district, 
that he had gone to California. 
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"HOMER asked why we were wasting our time on this stuff and 
thought any meeting should start off with the National Executive 
•Committee ^report. It was decided to start in with MIKE'S National 
Executive Committee report. This was a report on the December 20- 
22 meeting of the CP Executive Committee. 

"MIKE started off his report vjith some extraneous remarks. He^ 
dr.dn-t know exactly how to report^ saying there was a really 
chaotic condition in the Party:, nationally^ and said he had 
some question as to how to proceed - that there x\ras a very^ very 
said internal situation in the Party. He went back to the l6th 
Convention^ saying at that time there had been sharp differences 
but that they had felt some progress had been registered. They 
had achieved some degree of \mity at the Convention but that the 
unity now appears to have been more apparent than real and the 
fact is the Party crisis has deepened. He said there was an 
acute crisis and paralysis in the leadership of the Party, that 
probably if we were to go out .and register members today we 
V70uldn't be able to register more than 5^000 or 6^000 people 
on a national scale. He said there was a sharp division 
nationally ^^^ithin the Executive Board of the Party. He had the 
minutes of the l6th Convention and said there has apparently 
been a real effort to reverse the mean3-ng of convention decisions. 
He said there v;as a great deal of factionalism etc.^ but you 
get FOSTER who says the main danger is the growing right 
tendencies in the Party, and referred to the December 'Politica!! 
Affairs' and FOSTER article 'Party Crisis and the Way out'. 
He said although there was .a certain logic to FOSTER'S position 
and that he xms not in complete agreement with him, he had to 
accept a part of his position. MIKE said BEN DAVIS of the^ 
Executive Committee, held the same position as FOSTER, that the 
'right' danger is the main danger facing the Party. He said 
the entire New York State Committee also believes that the 'right* 
danger was now thenain danger, 

"MIKE reported that the National Administrative Committee had 
held a meeting prior to the National Executive Committee meeting, 
a x^eek or so before the Dece.mber 20-22 meeting. At the l6th 
Convention, the National Administrative Comraittee' s power had 
been clearly defined as an administrative body only, and not a 
policy maMng committee. The NAG had taken a position on the 
'Declaration of Communist and Workers Parties of Socialist 
Countries', reference to which is found on Page 83 of 'Political 
Affairs', Decem^ber 1957 issue. My understanding is that the NAG 
took the position that the line as presented in this, should.be 
what our Party follows here* The following people on the. NAG 
voted for it: 
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"DEMIS 
LTJIffiR 
THOMPSON 
JACKSON 

"PINE urged that the Administrative Committee not take any action 
on it because they were usurping the power of the N.E.C.. ., that they 
had no right to take any action like that until they had discussed 
it with the National Executive Committee. MIICE said the feeling 
on the N.S,C. was that the people on the N.A.C. represent the 
left, that the N.A.C, had jiamped the gun on the N.E.C, in order to 
consolidate their position and that the N.E.C, censured the N.A.C. 
for their action because, according to the l6th Convention, the 
N.A.C. is an acluinistrative body and not a policy making body. 
MIKE said policy making, according to the convention, is to be 
determined by the N.E.C. 

"MIKE reported that the N.E.C. censured the Com.rades for a 
flagrant abuse of power, that it was a violation of Party 
democracy, obviously a factional maneuver and that he, MIKE, 
was disturbed by their view because it was a bureaucratic action. 

"MIKE also reported that the revisionists have a majority on the 
National Cominitteo and the N.A.C. statement v/as defeated at the 
N.E.C. meeting. MIKE explained that he wasn't ready to defend 
the position on International Communism but he was 'ready to defend 
that revisionism is not the main danger of the Party in- the United' 
States'. M3.1KE said the question we had to answer was ho.w we treat 
the 12 -Party Statement, that it ^vasn't one of reo'ecting it, but 
rather treating it in light of its application to the United 
States. MIKE reported that SID STEIN said 'we- should resist any 
attempt to reverse policy by trying to make revisionism tt^e main 
danger ' . 

"HOiVER said the main thing we had to decide was our attitude towsa^^l 
the USSR. MIKE said this was the touch-stone. PHIL asked what 
is going on na-tidnally, anyway, and MIKE said 'the touch-stone of 
the whole thi:ag is our attitude toward the USSR and the whole 
socialist world'. Ha said actually we .had to decide whether we 
were going to be an autonomous Party, or- the old thing, and thought 
there was an historical 'epic which had come to a close. He said 
there were people on the Na,tional Committee who were rigid products 
of the old v^ay'of doing things. He had a book and read part of an 
Italian report on TOGLIATTI of the Italian Communist Party. The 
part of the reporl he read pointed out th9.t Marxism was a science, 
and •'.t taught that in certain situations and in different countries 
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"you had to proceed' differently. He thought that the GATES 
position and the STEIN remarks should be placed before the 
membership tor discussion. He thought we had to consider whether or 
not our conv.ention policy is correct and said maybe we should have * 
another convention. 

"MIKE reported thslt the Daily VJorkerwas closed dovm and that he 
had voted for it as there v^ras nothing else he could do. He said^ 
however^ he wanted to report it vias closed down because of the 
internal situation in the Party and thought we should know that 
was what actually closed the paper. He said there was $100^000 
in Brooklyn^ in reserve funds ^ which nobody could get^ nobody 
on the National Committee could get it, so it had to be closed 
down^ MIKE reported they had voted on the N,E,C« to discontinue 
the paper and although he had voted for that position he never- 
theless had an argument with DENNIS over the closing, stating in 
argument that if^ it had been handled differently it could have 
been avoided and that it could have been saved if it hadn^t been 
for the factionalism in existence ♦ 

"After MIICE^S report, BOBBY said the crisis in the leadership 
was a contradiction of unity among the membership and that we 
should encourage the membership to work with the masses, 6tc, 
BOBBY said we Jiad to work on Issues the American people were 
faced with. ^ MIKS disagreed with BOBBY and said there was a 
profound ideological crisis within the Party, that he wanted to 
be active but vranted to be active as a Communist and that Communist 
activity was not A.D.A„. activity or union activity, that it was 
purposeful activity. MIEE' said he could be as busy as a bee, • 
but v7ho wanted to be busy as a bee, he wanted to be busy as a 
Communist. 

"BOBBY brought out that in the past history of the Party we had 
revisionist tendencies and we had left sectar^ian tendencies 
that were all mistakes > and that he didn^t thinl^: the main danger 
was revisionist tendencies today ♦ He said he thought what we had 
to do was to get the National Committee into some sort of discussion 
on a program on the American Road to Socialism, such as what faced 
the negro people, and thought we had to answer what kind of a role 
the American Party was going to play in the issues facing the 
American t5eople. 

"BOBBY was all for pinning the National. Committee do\m to working 
out some sort of program, which also was' something that the l6th 
Convention said they should ,do. 
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"PHIL KORITZ said we had to consider the economic crisis 
developing within the A.F.L, and C.I.O. and consider some of 
the issues directly faced by the American people, -He was 
convinced that there was a future for the .Party and the Party 
was necessary, because it is a militant fighting Party. He 
said we have to take some interest in what faces the American 
working class, certain issues that arose every day that the 
National Committee had not, but should face, such as. the number 
of layoffs of American auto workers and trade vfith China. He said 
if we had trade with China we ^TOUld be selling them our surplus 
cars which they need, and the U.A.W. workers would not be 
unemployed. He said that also, at the same time, this would 
open up a road to peaceful co-existence. He used this as 
illustrations of what the National Committee should be concerning 
themselves with, instead of factionalism and that type of thing. 

"BOONE said he thought that- the National Committee was making 
a left sectarian mistake, that he thought it was wrong to take ~ 
the p&sition that the main danger was either left sectarianism 
or revisionism, and he thought we should come to concrete grips 
with questions at hand. He: ;t bought it was basic for us to work 
for some sort of P'jsition, that we should fight for some sort of 
issue and move on the issues. He didn't think it was correct 
for us to take a position that the entire past period had been ■ 
entirely wrong. 

"PRAN HOOD said she thought x\re all agreed that the maintenance of 
peace was one of our most important and overwhelming issues in 
the present day picture. 

"BOONE said he thought in this historical period we should begin 
to think of ourselves a little bit. Instead of accepting everything 
the National Committee said, and he thought we should take the 
attitude of let's not rush into any repetition of anything in 
the past, of going along with these people. 

"LEW JOHNSON said ha agreed with MIKE and BOBBY but he didn't 
think we should rush into a lot of political activity without 
some ideological basis. He thought the leadership should be 
attempting to put the Party back on its feet, instead of delving, 
into the factional struggle It is in. He didn't feel we were 
goint to solve our problems by a lot of activity and Just running 
around, and he thought v/hat we had to do was formulate a long- 
tange program for our district. 

"PHIL said what was at stake actually was an interpretation and 
appliance of our bel'lefs, and disagreed with the attempt pf the 
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"N.A.C. to take action oh these things., without the membership 
taking part in a discussion first. 

"After it was all summed up we made a motion that the District 
Committee of the New England Communist Party urge upon the N.A.C. 
and the N.E.C. to use every caution to avoid factionalism, and to 
do the work that they were set up to do. This motion was re -worded 
after a 'gr«at deal of discussion and proposed .amendraent.s and word 
changes, to read that the District Co;mnittee of the New England 
Coismunist Party criticizes the action of the NiA.C. in endorsing 
the 12~Party declaration, before having a discussion of it by the 
National Committee, bringing out in this motion that the action of 
the N.A.C. on this issue was beyond their po\\rer. That motion was 
carried, 8 to 2. The two people voting against the motion were 
HOMESR CHASE and BOBBY GOODWIN. 

"There was a motion made for LEW to come in with a report on the 
12-Party declax'ation in relation to the American Road to Socialism, 
at the next mssting. This motion was carried iihanimously. BOBBY 
also asked LEW to write an artic-le for The Bulletin on it at the 
same time and LEW accepted, 

"ANNE announced that there was a change in dues schedules as 
follows : 

"Unemployed and students $ .15 per month 

Housewives gross wages up to $50 

weekly. -50 per month 

Gross wages from &51 to $90 weekly 1.00 per month 

Gross Xfages from $91 to $120 weekly 2.00 per month 

Gross wages $120 and over weekly 5.00 per month 

"At the ^,ame tim^, ANNE introduced the Southern Solidarity Bonds 
For Work In the South, and all our members were to be assessed, 
or asked to give the equivalent of one month's dues towards this 
work in the south. Each Southern Solidarity Bond was self- 
Identified as being for the purpose of helping to build unity 
of negro and white for brotherhood and equality, for better 
livelihood, for democracy, and for peace and advancement of our 
country. These bonds were in individual books of five. 

"ANNE- at this time also brought up the fact that in January, 
The Worker celebrates its anniversary, and all areas are asked 
to send in greetings to The Worker. We made a motion to send 
$25.00 greetings to The Worker, and motion was unanimously carried. 

"HOI-ER xms getting ready to leave then, so we established that our 
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"next meeting would be February 9th and they would like to get a 
hall, or some place. apart from a fainily, and the place of meeting 
would be made known later. They wanted to have it held February 9th 
in order to have it before the next National Committee meeting-. 

"We had a Program report from the Education Committee:, given by 
BOB GOODWIN. He reported that BEN LANDEY:, HAROLD LEWENGRUB and 
AL BENCH (or BINCH) (ph. ) had been designated to vjork out a 
program whereby i?e could have four or five, speakers come up from 
New York to speak. The Education Committee set up a committee to 
function as an open Marxist group and the committee consisted of 
BEN LANDEY, AL BENCH (BINCH ) (ph.) and HAROLD lEWENGRUB. They 
were given the right to expand the committee if that vjere possible 
to help them out. BOBBY explained that these spe^ers and this 
program they were trying to line up was mostly for inner Party 
discussion and MIK3 RUSSO took sharp issue viith him. MIKE said 
it vias his unders banding that it was to be set up on a much 
broadei?- basis than just an inner Party discussion group and BOBBY 
tried to get MIKE, to take on the responsibility for getting a - 
•much broader group into a discussion. However MIICE refused the 
responsibility and ANNE TIMESON at this point ?aid she didn't 
think that this coraiftittee wa^ going to function, that she didn't 
think AL BENCH (ph.) was going to take an active part in it, that- 
she thought HAROLD LEWENGRUB i^as too busy with other things, 
and tiiat she didn't think BEN LANDEY could be depended on. BOBBY 
said the big thing was to push for at least two speakers up here, 
for the Party people, and one of the .speakers coming up is CLAUDE 
LiGHTFOOT, during Negro History Week. 

"BOBBY gave an additional report separate from this program 
business. Re said the' second issue of The Bulletin vj&b out. He 
felt the Bulletin should be used much more extensively in 
ideological debate. -He thought that all District Committee 
members should contribute, if possible. He reported that the 
Educational Committee thought it was necessary to develop a much 
broader Socialist forum, vjlth some possibility of working on 
sales tax, auto insurance, city council (Bos.ton), etc, and to 
develop Bome discussion in -a Socialist Forum sort of thing on a 
much broader basis. The^'e was much discussion pro jand con on 
this. MIKE thought the Party speakers should be utilized on- ai 
much broader basis than just inner Party discussion and BOBBY 
reported that the Education Committee thought that fey developing 
a Socialist Forum -on- a much broader basis, working on a sales 
tax, etc., later on, you could develop it to the point where you 
could utilize a Party speaker. 
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"Copies of The Bulletin for December 1957 were distrilDuted at the 
District Committee meeting to those people who had not- already 
received them. This Bulletin is self -identified as being issued 
by the Educatlon.;.Committee of the Communist Party of New England. 
In this December 1957 issue of The Bulletin;, on the 6th page 
under the caption 'AMOUITGEMENT' , ANNE TIMPSON mentioned that the 
Victory Forum to be held on January 12, 1958, would take place 
at the Community Church Center, instead of at the Hotel Bradford, 
as mentioned in The Bulletin. 

"In further reference to- The Bulletin, the article captioned 
'Time to Get Out of Our Shells and Into The Struggles Together 
With the People', was written by BOBBY GOODWIN, according to his 
own statement made January 5, 1958. This article is on Page 2. 
The article on Page 3 by the 'Shop Worker', according to BOBBY, 
was xvritten by JIU BOLLEN. In the same issue, 'GATES at Ford Hall', 
Page 4, bir"B' . was written by BOONE SCHIRMER, according to BOBBY.. 
The article on'Pa^e 5, captioned 'The Possibility Exists for the 
Peaceful and Constitutional Transition to Socialism', by 'L', was 
written by LEW GORDON, according to BOBBY GOODWIN, 

"The Bulletin was mimeographed by FRANNIE BOLLEN for BOBBY 
GOODWIN, who is Chairman of the Education Committee of the CP 
of New England, and who, as Chairman, has charge of getting 
The Bulletin out. 

"During this meeting FRAN HOOD circulated a New Years greeting in 
the form of a telegram- from G. QUATRONE, BOVALINQ MARINA REGGIO, 
CALABRIA, ITALY. I believe this greeting was addressed to the 
HOOD-S. 

"After the meeting was over, BOBBY was directed to OLIVE LEITH'S 
to pick up a letter to take' down to have FRANNIE BOLLEN mimeograph. 
This letter is the same one previously mentioned, which BOBBY 
agreed to pick vcg. 

"HOMER told us he had received greetings from the Massachusetts 
Commission. BOBBY said LEW GORDON had received one. BOBBY said 
there were suT?posed to be about tt^renty-five people receiving 
greetings, and so far they khew who fifteen of the twenty-five 
were. He said it didn't mean anything anyway, that the Commxsslon 
was going out of existence and that they were not subpoenas but 
invitations. HOMER was quite surprised to- think that the 
Massachusetts Commission had invited him down from New Hampshire. 
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An autostatic copy of the Tiecember 1Q57 issue of "The 
Bulletin", appropriately identifj Fid hii . l is being be 

maintained \-n ^^'=^ gor>-h^nn r>f I Llfiis copy was^madf by b7c 

Boston Office 



on January 6, 1958, b7D 
on 



from a copy of "The Bulletin" furnished by 

January 6, 1958. This copy was received by vne inn5rmant from 
ROBSRT GOODWIN, New Year's Eve, December 31 * 1957. 

In addition to the articles previously referred to 
therein, "The Bulletin" . contained: 

An article "Get Down to Cases" by The Education 
Committee (page l). 

A paragraph urging the reader to write the President 
requesting amnesty for GIL GREEN and flENRY WINSTON (page 6). 

An aute^-tatic reproduction of page 6 of the above 
autostatic copy is b^ing furnished by separate communication to 
the Chicago Office (GIL GREEN) and two copies to the New York 
•Office (RENRY WXNbTCN and GREEN-WINSTON Amnesty Campaign Committee.}, 

An identification of articles scheduled to appear in 
"Political Affairs" during the months of December, January and 
February, coupled with a.-*request that copies of such Issues be 
ordered now. (page 7) 

An autostatic reproduction of page 7 of the mentioned 
autostatic copy is being furnished the New York Office for their 
file on "Political Affairs". 

In addition to the above, an autostatic reproduction 
of page 4, pertaining to "GATES at Ford Hall" is also being , 
furnished by separate -communication to the New York. Office , 

An autostatic copy of the "Statement of Operations from 

■May 1956 through December 7. 1957" of the Massachusetts Smith 



[ 









Tnis IS 



appropriately •1-^""^^r-.^-■^f'^.---P^ h.;l is also being maintained be 

' — - a reproduction made. by b7c 



b7D 



ROBERT GOoDWIK, and later borroised the same date by | 

In regard to the previous mention herein to Souther 
Solidarity Bonds an autostatic •col)y of such a bond was mad© by 

| on January 6, 1958. This copy being that of the 
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This 



top bond of a book of five bonds- furnished by | 

copy appropriately id£nlilfifid-_b2z; the informant is being maintained 
in the lA section of 



b6 

b7C 
b7D 



The originals o 
furnished tQ_aA_MQ£lXNN by 
available tc | | f or a 

I I and returned to 

■January b, 1958. 



-aLLhnatais mentioned herein were 
on January 6^ 1958i. made 
.reproduction by SAL 




ly SA MCGINN the same date. 



LEAD 

It is recommended that the file on ALIEN BINCH be 
reopened in view of information set forth on page:-. 13' • ' . 
for further investigation directed tov;ards his Inclusion oh 
the- Security Index of the Boston Office. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : SAC^ NEW YORK (lOO-Mf) DATE: I/21/58 

PROM : SA PAUL- J. NEUMANN (12-15) 

SUBJECT: PEOPLE ^S IMlgROVBMENT ASSOCIATION 
IS.,., C 



Source 

Character izaticn 

Conoealment 

Date and/or 
Description of 
Activity 
Date Received 
Agent 

Looation 



Whrt hS.d tjtirnished reliable 
Information in the past^ 
Conceal and paraphrase to 
protect identity. 



[ 



12/22/^7 



PATr:, J. NEUMANN 



jand 



Attached hereto is a copy of information 
received orally from the informant on 12/30/57, and 
reduced to writing in the NYO on W SA PAUL 

J, NBUMA MN. This wg.s Bubs eduentlv transcribed 
by tvpis i . _ J ^'^ vea.<3i and signed by 

the informant on//j«;/r^ fjujs^- 
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b7C 

b7D 



1 


- NY 


1 


- NY 


1 


- NY 


1 


- NY 


1 


- NY- 


1 


- NY 


1 


- NY 


1 


- NY 




, .12-15) , , , 

(fiSra aftheker) (7-2) 

BEN DAVIS) (19) 
NINA EVANS) ( 12-15) 
O'OHN GATES) (l9) , , 
MILDRED MO ADORY) (19) 
BILL STANLEY) (12-15), 
JOE SMALLWOOD) (12-15) 



PAGE 



PJNtman 
(15) 



SZfKZwJd mCZKE^ 



NY 100 -OT 
COPIES CONTINUED 



X- m (100-133956) (MARION SMLLWOi^D) (12-15) 

Q-N7 lOO-il-931) (CP;, USA) (19-1) , , 

1 - NY (100-8g6'I1) (0?> USA,, Organization) (19-1 
1 - NY (100-87211) (OP, USA^ Faotionalism) (l9-i; , , , 
1 r- NY (100-1280?,!) {^.^. USA; Dist, #2, Factionalism) (19-2) 
1 - NY (100-26603-0121^0 (OP, USA. Dist, #2, Harlem Region) 

(12-15) 
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12/30/57 



On 



met ab the horre of[ 



1 and I 



to ci is cues the| ^ 

^statod there has been a gr<^at deal_ ot' 



opposition from OP peoxDle in Harlem regarding t)ie| | 

especially on the part of MILDRED MO ADORY, • MC ADORY 
contends that we should be concentrating our efforts 
on building the Party instead of new organiziations . 
She is also opposed to any work in a territory where 
the Party is already functioning, meaning BILL STAMLEY'S 
tenants wo rk in the 11th Assembly District. Despite this, 
I _ ~| pledged his assistance, as well as _ that cf 
the CP, to the development of the 
that opponents of the 



stated 

new organization were not 



approaching the problem along the lines o"^ Marxist 

theory, and went on to say that he wanted 



myself to continue our efforts in establishing -one 
and tq nnp'rate the organisation along Marxis' 



[ 



We assure 



that his wishes would be granted . 



including the worl 
tj jlndrctrinate the 
the 



nthey woala sel?. I'lar^cf. 
cs of HERB aPTHEKER, in 



..ut literature, 
in an attempt 



people showinp; an interest in 



left saying he had to. attend another 
meetirlg uoncetned with Party reorganization, with primary 
emphasis being placed on a discussion of the JOHN 
GATES theory. 



b7D 
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(PH) 
the 

up f oF 



Earlier on 



ine DacR side qT 

to be printed this cjoniirg V7eek, 

preamble and motto is unknown to me at this time. 



7 

Jmemb 



b7D 



evi up a preamble to 
motto was also drawn 
ember ship cards which are 
The wording of the 



Office space for 



has been obtained 



at the Eomestic Labor Union (Domestic Workers Union ^ 
103 W. 110th St,^ NYC) through NINA EVANS. 

Because of his status ^ mc^mhAii n-r the 
National Committee of the CP. USA, H 



agreed to[ 



^proposal vnav 

1 meetings for awhile^ 



keep away" rrci T 
however, that he be consulted 
organisation. 



insists, 

on the ov^TTurdn of the 



(Signed) 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 
SUBJECT 



SAO, NEW YORK (lOO-(52509) (l9-i) 

SA JAMES P, HALLERON 

DOXEY WILKERSON 
SM - C 



DATE: 1/21/5S 



Identity of Source 



Description of 
Information 

Date Received 
Received By 
Original Located 



V7ho ha,s furn- 

1 Sine a reliable Information 
m the past . (conceal) 

Subject *s resignation from 
CP 

1/3/58 

SA JAMS P. HALLERON 



b7D 



Utmost care mu9t bo used in h andli ng and reporting 
the following inf oi'mation in order to protect the identit y 
of the informant. 



By report dated 12/27/57 



furnished .XI 

information regarding subject's' resignation from the CP. 

A copy of informant ' s report follows : 



NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 



aoo 

:'ioo 

100 
100 
100 
100 
{■100 
100 

;62 



-b220b) 
-4931) 
-17923 
-87211) 

-80'^7^ 



1 
1 

^ 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 -Ijy (100-62509) 



(7) 



x67S<=,) 
-20802) 
11740) 
5iB20) 



(BILL STANLEY) (l2-l6) 

(CP, USA) (19-1) 
JOim GATES) (19-1) 
CP, Pactionaaism) (l9) 
E. DENNIS) (l9-i) 
W. POSTER) (19~1) 
JAMES E. JACKSON) (19-1) 
A. J. MUSTE) (19-1) 
NORMAN THOMAS) (7~3) 
JEPP. SCHOOL) (7-2) 

(TOPLEV) (7) 

(19-1) 



JPH:fef 
(13) 




New York City 
Dec. 27. 1957 



Doxey Wilkerson 

Bill Stanley stated that the reason Doxey 
Wilkerson resigned his position of Educational Director^ 
on the National Board of th0 Communist Party of U.S.A.. 
was because he was discredited* 

In recent montns Doxey V^ilkerson had joined 
the revisionist side of the striaggle with Johnny Gates 
£ind others^ for control of the C;P. which program called for 
the dropping of the name Gommunlst Party and its members 
to join other Socialist minded groupe^s^ and continue on 
the path of Socialism using the ' Marx- Lenin Interpertatlon 
to the solution of all problems. 



Doxey & the revisionist group£^ believed^ that 
somewhere along the path;, all forms of Socialism will 
meet;, and then the CP. can make knovm its identity. 
The rank & filO;, and the stand par groupe^ of Dennis ;j 
Foster^ Jackson & others ^ did not see eye to eye with 
Doxey on this theory and thus he was discredited. 

Doxey Wilkerson on many occas£ions had agreed 
with Socialists as Muste^ Norman Thomas & others^ on 
lecturing programs. Also Doxey T^alkerson^ being the 
only Negro on the revisionist side of the struggle in the 
CP. and naturally without support from the rest^ this 
made his position weak ind unstable., thus he was discredited. 
AlsO;, on one occas£i on, Doxey Wilkerson^ made a statement^ 
"That hp did not see any economic future for himself in 
the CP." yUso^ Doxey Wilkerson, was blamed for allowing 
the Jefferson School to fo3d to quickly. It was stated 
that the School could have lasiTed a few more months and 
by that time the situation would have been abated as 
sputnik:, made its appearance wrhich changed the v/hole 
course of thinking on the international level- However^ 
thus Doxey Wilkerson urging the Jefferson School collasped:, 
this alSQ discredited him. 

When all of these things v/ere added;, Doxey had 
no other recourse but to resign his position .in the CP. 
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1 - 
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1 - 
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1 - 
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WILLIAM ALLAN) 
CP ORGANIZATION) 
NAT GANLEY) 
DAILY WORKER) 

CP INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 
FRED PINE) 
RAY BLOSSOM) 
PHTT. T?Ai?irrTar^ 



100-11076 (hq-pe smiths 
100-13060 [ 
100-807 
100-2050 
100"9lt5 
100-^139.9, 
100-16960 

100-607 
100-1522 
100-1273 

100"l656i| 
100-17205^ 

100-.3083 

ioa-i37lio 
100-0 
100-20883 
100-1915 
100-16381 
100-1311-20 
100-1758 
100-8I}.82 
100-15793 
100--16890 
100-1085 
100-19711-0 
100-17869 

ioo-i5>io 
100-20055 

100-.l590i2 
100-Z62iiI|.'' 
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uF-mjTimKnimj. 

RAY HASKELL) 
H3LEN TOTTER) 
ICCGKIE LIMA) 
NAQMI .KQM0R@¥8KT 



BOLZA BAXTER]. 
CARL WINTER) 



SAUL WELIMAN) 
CP EDUCATION) 
PAUL BROOKS) 
CARL REINSTEIN) 
WADEL CLARK) 
PHIL SCHATZ) 
RICHARD FOX) 
JAMES MORTON) 




/ 0 0 . r ¥ f 3 H ^^/ 




APSE) 
fn? p RIEF) 



S&a^iaed Indexed 


Seria5»J.zed Pilfe< 
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DE 100-24727 



TO: 

PROM; 

SUBJECT: 

INPORMAWT : 

AOTlVTTr: 
RECEIVED: 
RECEITTED BT: 
LOCATION: 



SAC-f Detroit 

SA aERALB B. UOLAN 

CP, USA 
IS - 0 



[ jho has furnished reliable 
iniornjatioja In the past^, protect identity 

December I3, 19^7 

December 2i|.j, 19^7 

SA GERALD B. SOLAN 



The Informant's report which is dated December 16, 
1957? covers the State Committee meeting of the CP held 
December 13, 19^7, at 8:00 p.m. at the Crane Studios, Detroit, 
Persons present and identified as attending the State 
Committee were: 



TOMMY DHNIIIS 
MOMI KOMOBOWSKI 



ilELEUIIMim. 



PAUL, BROOKS 
CARL REINSTEIN 
RAT HASKELL 



JESSE CLARK 
PHIL SCHATZ 
BOLZA BAXTER 
DICKIE POX 



JIM MARTIN 
CARL VJINTER 
NAT GANLET 
BILLY ALLAN 
RAY BLOSSOM 
PHIL RAYMOND 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



BILLY ALLAN was elected chairman. 



TOMMY DENNIS stated that they were late getting 
the material together at this meeting which was to have 
been & discussion on '!Party Affairs." Therefore, it is 
necessary to, change the agenda and only a fex^j of us on the 
National Committee have copies of the December "Political 
Affairs" issue. Therefore, it i\rill be necessary for NAT 
GANLEY to read from the December "Party Affairs" the 12 
Party Statement for the first point on the agenda. 
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Point iwo on the agenda will be the California 
statement which appears in "Party Affairs", 

Point three is the "Daily Worker" moves to Chicago* 
Point four is our relations with dther Socialist 

groups , 

NAT GANLBT started reading the article on the 12 
Party Statement which is found on page 83 of the December 
issue of "Political Affairs", It is en-titled "Declaration 
of the Communist and VJorkers Parties of Socialist Countries". 

GANLET indicated representatives of Goraraimist and 
Workers Parties of Socialist Countries met in Moscow during 
November, 195T; GANLET-. sia-t^d that justole-t-me say'tha« dAFeS- 
one third of the world popul^-tion have taken a road t6 • 
.:S6c~ia-lisra .numbering from -.g^OjOOOpOOO people « . 0 " 



GANLET then read from page 83 to page 95 in the . 
December issue of "Political Affairs^', GANLEZ's reading 
lasted one hour and some few minutes and included a letter 
also appearing in the December issue of "Political Affairs", 
authored by PRED PINE. . 

RAT BLOSSQM commented in listening to GANLET read 
tne 12 Party Statement, it shows that one third of the 
worlds population has turned to Socialism., This statenBnt 
says that Socialism is on the upgrade j that imperialism is 
headihg for a decline and he x>rould say that the Socialist 
groups really express their feelings. BLOSSOM declined to 
state whetiier or not he would endorse the statement as he 
had not read it in detail, 

PHIL RAHMIN stated that the 12 Party Statement is 
a turn, for other groups to follow in that the CP 'regards ' 
the struggle for peace as the primary task and they endorse 
the principles of Marxism and Leninism. RAHMIN further ' 
made the statement that dogmatism and sectarianism hinder 
the development of Marxism, 
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I TT—, I Seated in condemning dogmatism b7c 

the G? believes that the main- danger- today is revisionism. 
We .know that the possibility of one or another way to 
Socialism depends on conoyete conditions in each country, 

NA.T GANLEY rejected the statement and said we should 
hot discuss it here tonight as we cannot do much on it if the 
majority attending have not read it. GANLSy felt that it. 
was a good statement by the 12 parties and endorses most of 
what it contains. GANLEY stated we all know that modern 
revisionism is one of the. main .stumbling felocfcs of the CP, FSA. 

RAY HASKELL stated he agreed with GAHLEY in that 
we cannot very well absorb the fundamentals of the statement 
by hearing it read. However, all of us will have to read 
it and have a thorough discussion on it in our club and 
council. 

HELEN WINTER stated she was certain not too much 
could be said about the statement on the basis of the 
reading. The majority of those present agreed that 
further discussion should await their personal reading, 

TOMMY DENNIS stated that the California Statement 
appears on page 3 of the November issue of "Party Affairs^' 
and that it was given to the National Administrative Committee 
by MICKEY LIMA, who was identified by DENNIS as the chairman' 
of the North California District. DENNIS then read the 
statement on page 3. 

BILLY ALLAN commented we haVe listened to several 
statements tonight. Some of them I will go alons with, 
especially if we desire to build a strong CP in the US, 
ALLAN- emphasized that we m^ust abide by our National 
Convention and this is what I think Comrade -.ttCGKET LIMA 
is speaking about in the California Statements ALLAN 
stated we should do everything in our pow-er to see that 
the CP, USA, does not have another split. 
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"NA.T GAWLEY oorrimented we still do not have trust 
in each other in this party of outs^ and the California 
Statement is a good one x^rhich I think many of us should 
followo If we believe something let us express it in our 
own wayo The CP today has adopted majority rul^c 

NAOMI KOMOROWKSI commented that the California 
statement requests the? CP, USA, to follow National Convention 
decisions arid to x>rork from there o There is no need of 
adopting decisions if they are not going, to be carried outo 



b6 

commented that those making the hic 
;took Into, c onsideration the conditions 



Calif orniaSW^emeirf; 

in our country today o F" [ felt it seems that these 

people behind the Calirornia Stateinent are dissatisfied 
x^rith some of the decisions made by the National Gomraitteeo 

RAY HASKELL commented that many CP members were 
split following the Stalin era and nox^r we find ourselves 
running up against the same thing. The National Convention 
did reveal that left sectarianism and dogmatism brought us 
to our present crisis. 

BOLZA BAXTER stated that he felt that Comrade 
LOMA has a. good point in stating that some of the National 
Convention are trying to whitevjash something in changing 
our position from left sectarianism to revisionism as 
the basis of our present crisis. BAXTER stated that things 
such as this have paralyzed our party « 

BILLY ALLAN 3 as chairman 5, stated it is time for 
U.S to move on to the next point which is moving the "Daily 
Worker" to Chicago. This point would be discussed by 
CARL mTER. 

CARL WINTER announced that some of you present 
may not know that the '^Daily Worker" is losing |:50^000«00 
in New York^ and that were it moved, to Chicago it could 
be printed at half the price. WINTER stated that it was 
discussed to discontinue the "Daily Worker" and make it a 
weekly paper. WINTER commented" that when the "Daily Worker^' 
is moved to Chicago the "Daily Worker" office x^ould also 
go to Chicago and that this x^rould be ^^^elcomed by the midwest. 
WINTER stated that at the present the "Daily Worker" cannot 
survive in New York at the tremendous loss it is takingo. 
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n>.A -^t^^ ^^^^^ n^Tm if the paper is moved 

to Chicago how can it be printed for half the price, 

WIHTER replied that several printers in Chicaeo 
have stated what they would print the paper for and the 
figure IS approximtely half the one they are now pavine 
for the four page issue of the "Daily Worker".. ^ ^-^'^ 

n-n^..-, -T PLJ-^ ALLAN stated that in his opinion if the 
Daily i/?orker" had some new light we could continue to have 
iJ l^^ ^axly f orm instead of a weekly paper, ALLAN felt 
that the people must offer the working class a solution as 
to the prohlem. ALLAN complained that he is hardly p-ettine 
anything printed which he is sending to New York ahd that 
he for one will be glad to see it moved to Chicago, 

ATTA^Tt ^?HILRAHHIN commented that he' agreed with BiLLT 
ALLAN ts statement that the "Daily Worker" • mus t offer something 
t;o tne working class as a service. RAHMIN Stated that 
years ago you could sell the "3)aily Worker" as it contained " ^ 
the answer to their immediate .needs, 

- BLOffSOH stated he would welcome the move to 

Chicago and especially the saving it would effect, BLOSSOM 
lelt It would be a good thing to have the paper centrally 
located and f elt it should be continued as a daily insteld • 
of a x^eekly publication, ^ 



, , I [stated that the "Daily Worker" 

S IZ^^^ working class for many years. 

Although in the past years there has been a flaw. She 
o!o?vs Ji" moved and new people put in it, it ©ould 

Ko.i 4- ^^O^L WINTER Stated he would take this report 
back to the National Executive Committee on their thinking 
11 the paper cannot continue to exist at the loss it is 
presently taking. ^ 

^ TOMMY DENEIS stated that there is a Socfa list 
group being formed who has invited our party to participate 

Scembirir''°'' ""^^^ ^^^''^ ''^^^ ^^'^^^^ evening, 



b6 
b7C 



^ 6 ^ 



DE 100-2i^.727 

(It is iioted that the Informant did not report 
the identity of this Socialist group, but during- contact 
by SA GERALD B. WLM on December Zks 19^7^ stated that 
he recalled the term the American Forum for Socialist 
Education as having been used by DENNIS in referring to 
this Socialist group. ) 

DENNIS stated that NA.TGANLEr, BOLZA BAXTER and 
SAUL GROSSMAN had been elected to attend as observers o 
Their purpose is to identify the aims of this Socialist 
group and to examine the- people of the group and to discuss 
Socialism in its broadest form« DENNIS stated that if our 
observers attend and bring back a favorable report we will 
then decide what our next step will he in attending other 
meetings. PENNIS felt that no fu<r,ther decisions could be 
made here tonight other than tire Will send the three as 
observers and await their return. 

DENNIS stated another meeting of the 'State Committee 
is planned for Januai^y 1 9i58, and tho^e present would be 
notified as to its place and time. 

DENNIS stated that the agenda for the January ij. 
meetihg wo uld be short in order to afford ample time for 
discussi 



WOUJ 

ionJ_ 
ical 



annoTAhced that the class on bs 
dialectical materialism Ws- still g-bing on and he urged each b7c 
COUP oil to have its educational director get in touch with 
'or prior class preparation arid education » 



RECOMMENDATION' 

No recommend a tibn is being made as all persons 
mentioned in this report are known to this office as members 
of the State Committee and are currently under investigation 
by this office. 
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Utmost care must be used in handling and 
reporting the following information In order to protect 
the Identity of the informant^ ' ^ 



Bj report dated I2/28/57 



furnished 



information regarding the activities of the Committee to 



Save the Dally WorkeiL a2he_ART mentioned in thla report 

was identified by| |as ART. SHIELDS, 



A copy of informant's report follows: 

Report Committee to Save the Dec, 28, 1957 

D, W. Ac-tivlties ^ New York 

When Al Naidich, member of the Committee to Save the 
Dally Worker, came to attend the meeting of the above 
mentioned committee on Dec, 26th, 1957 at 5,30 p,m, 
(the meeting was scheduled for 6 p.m, ) at the offices 
of the Dally Worker, he noticed the Daily Worker staff 
came out from a room (front) into the buisn ess office.. 
A moung those who came out from the room vrere : Harry 
Raymond, George Morris, Max Gordon, I_ Wofsy, John 
Gates, Abner Berry, Alan Max, Lester Rodney, Jesus 
Colon, Robert Thompson and Sy Gerson, Art and Sadie 
Amter. All of them gathered in the large office room 
of the Daily Worker and they started drinking whiskey. 

Abner Berry recited a poem which he composed for Harry 
Raymond, Art said a few words about the "tireless 
working class reporter Harry Raymond." A similar 
"speech" was made by Sy Gerson recalling the time, when 
Harry Raymond went to jail with J?oster and Amter 
"fighting for the xmemployed workers of our city and 
our country," He presented Hariy Raymond with a lather 
valet in the name of the staff of the Daily Worker^ 
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Al Naidich was invited by Robert Thompson to join 

the celebration.?' At this Harry (from Queens) came 
to the meeting of the Committee to Save the D.W. He 
was also invited by Sy Gerson to join the celebration, 

Harry Raymond made a short speech in which he thanked 
the D.W. staff for the gift. He stated that by leaving 
the p.W, he will still be engaged in the work of reporting. 
Although it will be a different kind of reporting.; a kind' 
of international reporting but still reporting," After 
more drinking the crowd started to leave the office. 

Al Naidich asked Bob Thompson what the celebration is 
about and what is Harry going to do Thompson told 
Al that Harry Raymond was "engaged by the Chechoslovak 
government to work for the Chech oslovak news agency" and 
that Harry will probably work out from the United 
Nations . " 

After everyone left George Watt came in and joined Harry 
and Al. The conversation turned to the meeting of the 
C. to S, the D. W. It was decided to wait imtil 7 p,m. 
If no one else will show up because "they heard of the 
suspension of the D,¥," the 3 of them 'kill talk over 
the situation." No one showed up 

George Watt spoke about the suspension of the D.W>, He 
said that on Dec. 20th, 1957 Ben Davis reported to the 
^AP* °^ desperate financial condition 

of the D.W, and he recommended the suspension of the D W 
for the sake of saving The Worker. Of the 20 votes John* 
Gates was against the suspension of the D.W, and Georg 
Charney abstained. The suspension was suppose to be ~ 
delayed until after the February meeting of the" National 
Committee of the C.P. But, George Watt said, the news of 
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the dec isslon to suspend the publication of the D.W* 
"leaked out. Not that it was decided at a secret 
meeting. I am sure that the P.B,I. has a bug on our 
phone and they probably knew about it. Anyway it 
leaked out and the N»Y, Times had all of the main 
facts," 

George Watt said that Harry Schv/artz (of the N^Y, Times) 
came this morning to get more facts and "Johny (Gates) 
refused to do so. Schv/artz said that he is going to 
publish his story just the same. After he left Johny 
decided to give him a statement which appeajred in tlie 
N,Y. Times. After the N.EoC„ find_ out about it it 
was decided to issue a public statement reprimanding 
Johny for giving out an u nathoriz ed statement. This 
was the reason of this afternoons meeting of the D.W. 
staff with Bob Thompson who represented the N,E,.C," 

George Watt said that the D.W, staff is against the 
suspension of the D.W, and that tv;o statements will 
be published on the D.W, one of the N,.E,C, and one of 
the D.W. staff. 

Meanwhile, George Watt said, the N.E.C, sent out letters 
to all members of the National Committee CP polling them 
on the question of suspension." The auestion of suspension 
of the D,W. will beqorae official after the votes will be 
coiinted. There is ho doubt that the majority will be for 
suspension," 

Al Naidich said that he is also for suspension, "It is 
impossible to publish a paper which has a deficit of 
$5,000 a week." 

Harry, voiced the same opinion. 
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During further talks it was brought, out, by George 
Watt, that "we must concentrate on saving The Worker 
which will also have a deficit of $60,000 a year.*' 

Because of the situation created with the "leak^' of 
suspension of the D,W. it was decided to wait for final 
decissions of the National Committee and at present not 
to un'a^ertake the organization of a 34th anniversary nor 
any other steps. George and Al agreed of the neccessity 
of having a D.W, committee and of organizing locaT D,W, 
committees everywhere lat;ter on. When everything will be 
settled George will, get in touch with the members of the 
D.W, committee in N.Y. George remarked that "the party 
(C.P.) apparatus is very weak, I c an n ot see how we can 
raise $60,000 to cover the deficit of The Worker. The 
only chance is to have a strong committee working on 
raising funds and getting subs,'' 

George Watt said that "there is no doubt that the 
political diss_agreements within the pary (C.P.) is ' 
the direct cause of the trouble of the D.V/," 

He also expressed the opinion that "we could expect a 
big fight between the N.E.C, and Johny and the D.W, 
staff," — 

It was decided between the 3 present at this meeting 
to continue raising funds for the Worker and to 
continue getting "paid ads for the 34th anniversary » 
If some decis_sion will come out from the N,C. of 
the party which will be in conflict with a 34th 
anniversary celebration the paid ads money will be 
turned into fund-raising money," 
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Gai-e must be utilized in handling and rep orting 
the fol l owing information >'~iji.ncg the ve r y nature or this 
information tends to discl ose the idenfTty of a highly 
placed and sensitive informant . 

The following is a report of highlights and most 
important statements made at the meeting gf the National 
Executive Committee (NEC), CP, USA, held in N^O on 12/20-22/57* 
as reported l>y NY 2179-S*:^gsQ >jj] 

A surveillance of OP Headquarters, 23 West 26th 
St., NYC, by Special Agents of the FBl^ determined that 
the following NSC members were observed entering CP Headquarters 
prior to the first day session of the NEC meeting on 12/20/57: 

GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY 
BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR. 
EUGENE DENNIS 
EARL DURHAM 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
JOHN GATES 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
• JAMES E, JACKSON 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
HY LUMER 
CARL ROSS 
JACK STACHEL 
SID STEIN 
MARTHA STONE 
ROBERT THOMPSON 
CARL WINTER 

an individual believed to be MICKEY LIMA 
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San Francisco flOO-27747) (CP, USA - Organization) (rm) 
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(100-50806) (GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY) (19-2) 
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100-17923) (JOHN GATES) (19-1) 

JAMES JACKSON) (19-1) 
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JACK STACHEL) (19-1) 
SID STEIN) (19-1) 
BOB THOMPSON) (19-1) 
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(ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) (19-1) 
(WILLIAM Z, PC-STER)- (19-1) 
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Concerning the above meeting, NY gOlO-^s* advised 
on 12/17/57 that EUGENE DENNIS had inst2?ucted GEORGE MORRIS, 
labor editor of the "Dally Worker, " to come to the NEC 
meeting scheduled 12/20/57 :,at 10:30 AM. This informant . 
also reported on 12/19/57 that SIMON W. GERSON vras desirous 
of attending the above meeting when the "Daily Worker" 
question was to be discussed. Informant also reported 
that ISADORE WOPSY was also scheduled to attend on 12/20/57^ 
as well as HANK ARON^ Administrative Secretary. ^^HH 

SESSION of 12/20/57 

According to NY 2179- S'^'/ the meeting was called 
to order at 11:00 AM, The agenda for the meeting was proposed 
as follows r^^^ jijj 

1. Reading of minutes of last NEC meeting and 
disposition of old business* 

2. Keynote report with brief discussion. 

3. Short report on status of CP organization. 

4. Report on question of move to Chicago. 

5. Discussion of the press. 
Remarks of GEORGE MORRIS 

GEORGE MORRIS a;?eported on the APL-CIO Gonvenfcion. 
The tenor of his report was generally critical of APL-CIO 
policy in that their convention did not take a strong stand 
against anti<-labor practices in political circles. He 
said that they did not fight hard enough for the shorter 
work week and they have apparently been influenced by the 
great amount of missile projects going on at present ♦ 

Following MORRISES report^ the chairman asked 
SID (STEIN) if he had anything to add to GEORGE'S (MORRIS j 
report . 
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Unidentified Male 

An individual whose identity was not known to 
the informant suggested that they should find out how the 
National Committee feels about the report, as this individual 
felt that the whole report should not be accepted. 

Individual Believed to be BEN DAV IS 

DAVIS said that the National Administrative Committee 
is a leadership body and sets policy. Therefore> they- 
shoiild discuss the report and its effect on the CP. He 
said some policy should be set on all these issues. They 
should look at the AFL-OIO recognition of the growth of 
the Negro in labor leadership,- He said the Convention 
shows that the -CP had the correct position. The colonial 
question should b§ discussed and a policy set. He 9q.id 
the APL-CIO position is impossible. 

Unknown Male 

(U) An individual, whose identity was unknown to the 

informant, spoke and stated that the role of the CP in trade 
union leadership should be strengthened 1 - by taking a 
stand on issues important to trade unions; 2 - to seek out 
and deal strongly with issues. 

He said the CP must think in specific terms regarding 
unemployment and anti-labor legislation. He concluded 
by stating that the role of the CP should be away from 
po-litics 9.pid back to basic issues of the labor movement. 

Report on Press by JACK STACHEL 

JACK STACHEL reported ©n the "Daily V/orker" and 
said that the nine-month income for 1957 was $116,000.00 
and that their expenses were $370,000.00, which produced 
a deficit of $254,000.00. He said that in April he had 
made a report to the National Committee on the struggle 
to maintain the "Daily Worker." He said that heroic efforts 
were made to cut cost, such as a four-page paper, four 
days a week. STACHEL said that they cannot liquidate the 
press, but that you cannot operate a left press except 
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on a deficit basis, but that which they strive for is a 
manageable deficit. He said that in the past ten months 
no progress has been made,, The income weekly is less than 
$2,000.00 a week for both papers, and that there is a weekly 
deficit of $4,000.00. He said it was impossible to go 
on like this and that they must payoff those viho were laid 
off in the last three months. He said the' raising of price 
of the "Daily Worker" to $,15^ as a possible move, and 
also that the printing of the paper in Chicago, would be 
cheaper,, He concluded that the paper cannot be liquidated 
without liquidating the OP. 

The chairman asked if anyone wants to second 
Comrade CLAUDE'S (LIGHTFOOT) motion that we discuss this 
report further before taking up another report. This motion 
was carried. 

Unknown Male 



U) An unknown individual " spoke and commented on 

WILLIAM Z. POSTER'S article which appeared in "Political 
Affairs," which stated that the "Daily Worker" is the source 
of revisionism in the CP. The unknown male said that he 
wanted the "Daily Worker" retained as is, and felt that 
the program outlined by Comrade JACK (STACHEL) can be successful. 

Remarks of CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 



LIGHTFOOT stated that the "Guardian" ("National 
Guardian") has gained subscriptions in those areas where 
"The Worker" has lost them. He said that in 1938 the circulation 
of the paper was 30,000, but we should have strived for 
a circulation of a quarter of a million. LIGHTFOOT said 
they gave $4,100.00 to the paper this year and not one 
cent to the National Committee. He said that Illinois 
will not meet its quota of $10,000.00, but will only raise 
$5,000.00. 

Remarks of BOB THOMPSON 



THOMPSON speaks and says that the Party can carry 
a daily press. He asserted th^t criticism of the paper 
las resulted in loss of subscriptions. He paid that when 
the Party do?s not act ori this criticism, it is bureaucracy 
at its best. THOMPSpN said that the National Committee 
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has criticized thfe paper twice and the low circulation 
of the paper reflects on the poor leadership in the Party, 
No section in NY has used the press to its fullest extent. 
Comrades BLAKE (CHARNEY) and GEORGE WATT should take some • 
responsibility for failure to properly utilize the press 

Following BOB THOMPSON'S remarks, the meeting 
was recessed for dinner 

The evening session started at approximately 

7:30 PM. 

Unknown Male Possibly JAMES JACKSON 

An unknown individual believed to be JAMES JACKSON 
stated that the sales value of the "Daily Worker" related 
to its political personality. He said much has been made 
of Comrade PO.STER's charge that the paper was a seat of 
revisionism, I doubt FOSTER'S judgment. The paper has 
lost certain credits in the eyes of wor^Ld'^ Marxists and 
the news value of the paoer to Party members is judged in 
that light .^^^ jp^ 

Unknown Male Possibly BEN DAVIS 

An unknown Individual believed to be BEN DAVIS 
said that he has been warning the national office for months 
about the members' dissatisfaction with the paper and said 
he v;as just shrugged off. He said that the National Committee 
has made criticisms of the paper, but has done nothing 
about it . JOHNNY GATES has ' a propensity for using the 
paper as he pleases . I think some personnel changes ought 
to be made. I think JOHNNY GATES should be transferred .^^^^ jU 

Unknown Female Possibly DOROTHY HEALEY 

An unknown female believed to be DOROTHY HEALEY 
spoke and said one thing the paper has to offer to radical 
readers is its daily appearance, I don't understand the 
logic of those who charge that the staff of the "Daily 
Worker" are liquidators * She said exactly the same trends 
are present in California,, a^ in NY.ps^ fU) 
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Unknown Male Possibly SID STEIN 



An unknown individual believed to bo SID STEIN 
spoke and said we should hail the Soviet Union's perfection 
of the lOBM. It guarantees the strength of the Soviet 
Union over the US. This Party does not speak V7ith one 
voice. There are many voices in the Party, Let us be 
a little realistic about this. If you give up the "Daily 
Worker" it's gone for a long time. You are putting "The 
Worker" in jeopardy. You have embarked on a course that 
will destroy the Party. You are messing with the life 
of the Party, 

CARL WINTER 



He said the main question is can we maintain 
the "Daily Worker?" Has anyone got a right to be surprised 
that the "Daily Worker" is on its death bed? Nobody has 
that right. I don't think JOHNNY (GATES) can kill the 
itj'.paily Worker" even with the bent of his editorializing. 
He said that he believed the fate of the "Daily Worker" 
is sealed, if not new* weeks from now or months from now. 
We should go to the Party membership and tell them. We 
can't have a daily newspaper - with the condition - we 
will fight to restore it. 

MARTHA STONE 

STONE stated that we do pot have the Party approaching 
this problem from the right direction and makes a plea 
for political agreement to the solution to the problem. 

FRED FINE 

FINE asked are we really discussing who put the 
last dose of arsenic in the cup of the weekly. We can't 
actually make the decision whether we want a weekly or 
a daily paper, unless we have a political reorganization. 
He said FOSTER'S article is just getting to the discussion 
stage within the climbs i I would like to see an orderly 
retreat. I am for pooling the money of the Party so that 
we can prolong the weekly and thus guarantee. an orderly 
retreat . 
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Following PINE'S comments, the chairman announced 
that a motion be passed and voted upon Saturday or Sunday. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 PM.^Kj^ fm 



SECOND DAY SESSION, 12/21/57 



Special Agents of the FBI observed the following 
NEC members entering CP Headquarters on the morning of 
12/21/57: 



CHARNEY 

BEN DAVIS 

DAVE DAVIS 

DENNIS 

DURHAM 

FINE 

PLYNN- 

GATES 

HEALEY 

JACKSON 

LIGHTPOOT 

LIMA 

LUMER 

ROSS 

RUSSO 

STACHEL 

STEIN 

STONE 

THOMPSON 

WINTER. 



The following individuals were al90 observed 
entering CP Headquarters, an4 were possibly in attendance 
at the meeting: 



HENRY ARON 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
BILL ALBERTSON 
ISADORE WOPSY 
WILLIAM PATTERSON 
STEVE NELSON. 

NY 2179- S* advised that- the meeting on 12/21/57 J^s^ fU) 
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began approximately 11:00 AM^ with a review by EUGENE DENNIS- 
of the Party's work since the National Convention, 

Summary of Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

DENNIS said that the progress of the Party has 
been extremely slow and uneven * It has been .highly inadaquate 
and not at all commensurate with the opportunities* In 
fact^ on the whole ^ the Party remains in the critical state 

Xin which it has been for the past- two years • This disturbing 
state of af fakirs has given rise to justified dissatisfaction • 
I The drop in Party membership is in large measure due to 
the injurious internal situation. While formerly united^ 
v;e remain in fact sharply divided, This includes a real 
I threat of a split* I believe that this must be objectively 
land painstakingly examined. 
Our internal Party situation is all the more 
mpfortunate in that it is coming to a head ^ust when a number 
j of favorable factors have arisen which would greatly improve 
its contribution to the American people. Conditions are 
maturing for affecting Important and favorable political 
I changes in the US. On a world scale^, American imperialism 
has suffered fresh rebuffs^ notably with regard to the 
Middle East^ NATO. It has undertaken to arm all NATO countries 
with weapons equipped with atomic warheads and miissiles. 
But^ NATO has proven no more dependable now than in the 
past. In fact^ it is uifidergoing a crisis. If anything^ 
the developments of the 'recent NATO conference in Paris 
has underscored this fact. 

In this connection too^ Sputnik has had a tremendous 
Impact on the world scene. In our country this momentous 
development has been met with mixed rea*ion^ with a new 
bi-partisan clamor for increased arms appropriations. 
But;, among the American people^, generally it has led to 
a more positive attitude? for negotiations with the Soviet 
Union, and to a curious concern over the shortcomings of 
'American education^ a progressive v/orsening of the economic 
situation. Production has fallen off, resulting in layoffs 
and unemployment. We are heading^ at the very least, to 
a repetition of the slumps of 1948 ^n^ 19^4^9. These developments 
have led to a sharpening of the clasg struggle. They highlight 
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the increasingly sharp political and legislative struggles 
that are shaping up. 

Within the labor movement, the expulsion of the 
Teamsters and Bakers unions and the threatened expulsion 
of other unions has posed new problems for labor unity 
in the face of growing attacks on organized labor. In 
the South, and elsewhere throughout the nation, particularly 
since the stirring events in Little Rock, the fight for 
Negro rights and for enforcing the Constitution has entered 
a new phase. In the process, headway is being made in 
reinforcing Negro-white unity. 

On the civil liberties front. Supreme Court decisions, 
notably in the Watkins and Jencks cases, has been followed 
by a series of dismissals of contempt and of Smith Act 
cases. The problems of legality and the democratic rights 
Upf the OP, particularly in the labor movement, \are f^r 
from solved o 

A number of im^portant state and municipal elections 
have taken place in Detroit, Cleveland, NY, NJ and elsewhere, 
some of which have many promising implications. 



A development of ma^jor importance in the recent 
period is the appearance of the declaration issued by the 
12 Communist and Vforkers parties, together with the peace 
manifesto signed by representatives of 64 parties , Its 
significance lies^ in a great ^part, in the fact that Marxist 
movements in the socialist countries have been able to overcome 
temporary set back^ and solidify their international struggle 
for peace. This is of tremendous importance for £^11 the 
working class pa.rties and for the whole world. I might also add 
that this over-all reference to some of the positive aspects^ 
of our work is made all the more imperative in view of 
some Party leaders to downgrade our Party and our post-convention 
activity, limited and inadequate as it is. 

In the fight for peace, the Party took part in 
a number of things. We have exhibited a sound political 
reaction. We have been involved in the work of mass organization. 
Our open letter to President EISENHOWER wag widely distributed. 
The Party has reacted effectively in a number of districts. 
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to the development of the South and the struggle for Negro 
rights. This is especig.lly so in relation to Little Rock. 
In cities^ notably Cleveland and Minneapolis^ the Party 
has participated in slum clearance and integrated housing. 
In NY the Party played a part in the adoption of the Sharkey^ 
Isaacs^ Brown anti-discrimination ordinance. 

The report from the South, made by Comrade JACKSON 
to the National Committee^ is indicative of the Party's 
contribution to the struggles in the South, with all their 
far-reaching national implications . The Party has contributed 
a constructive program in opposition to state and federal 
anti-labor legislation. 

In some states the Communist trade unionists 
are pa^rticipating, not only actively, but in an influential 
way in preparation for the corning contract negotiations . 
There were some contributions to the Wisconsin election, 

td in the Cleveland and Detroit councilmanio races.. The 
YNN campaign in NY involved the distribution of thousands 
of pieces of literature, house to house canvassing* 

In some localities there have been contributions 
lin the struggle for constitutional right s^ for example, 
jthe activities in California folloy/ing the Supreme Court 
jdecisions on the- Smith Act cases. In Cleveland and Chicago 
there were active campaigns against the Taft-Hartley conspiracy 
{indictments now in progress, which have already involved 
5Qme important segments of the labor movement. 

As for the P?irty organization itself, we can report 
uring the last few months to a certain degree of consolidation, 
The struggle on the idealogical front has been far from 
satisfactory but some progress has been made. The circulation 
of "Political Affairs" v/hich had fallen to a lov^ of about 
5,000 has been steadily rising each month and it is now 
6^750, Also, after many years of decline, the sale of 
literature, generally, now is increasing. The publicg-tion 
of "Party Affairs " has been started and "two issues 
now appear. Despite all the difficulties and problems 
it can be said, that despite perlous losses,, the Party 
remains a going concern. There are prospects foj? further 
consolidation Q^nd i^evitalization ih the fut\;re. 
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But it must be recognized that progress has been 
extremely limited ^nd saow. That on the whole we e,re still 
far from finding our way out of the crisis^ v/hich hag beset 
us in the past few years* In some states serious losses 
of membership and disintegration of Party organization 
continues . Many members are frustrated and some have placed 
the Party and its leadership on probation. We remain^ 
on the whole^ isolated. 

We have also had serious set backs in regards to 
our Marxist press^ "The Peoples- World/' the ^^Daily Worker" 
reduced to four pages . However^ b6th papers are still in. 
existence and every possibility exists not only for impri^ving 
their content, but also for improving their circulation. 

The national leadership of our Party has been 
extremely slow in upholding and carrying out the decisions 
ff|f our Convention. In fact, because of the sharp political 
'and ideological differences/ the national leadership has 
reached a virtual imp^sSe bordering upon paralysis in its 
functions. As a result, the national center has often been 
stymied in reacting to events and giving effective leadership 
to the work of the Party as a whole. 

The national leadership has been subjected to 
sharp criticism by the entire membership . This criticism 
is directed not only at specific individuals or groups, such 
as the chief spokesmen of ^the pre and post-convention faction, 
but at the whole leadership. Whatever the particular 
responsibility of this or that individual, we must, all 
of us, assume the responsibility for the shortcomings and 
failures of the work of the national leadership ♦ must 
proceed to examine the reasons for them in an objective 
and self -critical manner. The Administrative Committee 
functions only in name^ The delay vvag aggravated by the 
resurgence in NYAf the serious factional situatitn which 
existed oA the eve of the Convention and which has not 
been over^Ufme^ This caused delays in the election pf National 
Committee 'members and of the NY State leadership, an^ contributed 
to prolonging , and' intensifying an aqute factional atmosphere 
in and around the national center and in hampering its 
work . 
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A similar situation resulted from the walkout 
of the bulk of the former etate and county leadership ^ 
which was shortly followed by the cynical attitude and 
of such disruptive occurrences as the HOWARD (PAST) resignation 
and attacks on the Party • In this connection^ it is necessary 
to note that organized factional activities extend. fa,r 
beyond and are still being carried on today by various groupings > 
especially by the ultra-left and rightist elements^. Such 
activities must be branded as destructive. They must be 
stamped out 4.nce and for all* Problems were created also 
by the fact that although the national center was compelled 
to operate with a staff stripped down to minimum size^ 
it has been caviled Upon to do all that was done before and 
much more^ There, is a serious need to reappraise the tasks 
of responsibility in relation to those of the state^ most 
of which are also funotioning with a minimum number of 
full-time functionaries • There are also serious weaknesses 
in methods of work^ which many of us have to one degree 
di) another* It is noted that the national center hag been 
plagued by a, factional hangover and virtually all the leadership 
has been affected to some extent. 

There developed chi the part of some comrades 
a habit of launching political and personal attack on other 
comrades. There has been a growth of suspicion and questioning 
of other comrades motives and labels are still frequently 
used. Moreover J a dangerous form of political blackmail 
has been expressed using threats of resignation and withholding 
political support to influence political decisions ^ Such 
relations have made pollectiv? work 9.1most impossible^ 
and this could not help but be reflected in the work of the NEC,^ 
the National Committee^ as well as the NAC. 

Each of us has the task of determining his own 
role in this situation and work to correct his own shortcomings 
in this respect. We have continued to suffer also from' the 
deep-rooted evil of bureaucracy. There continues to exi^t 
strong criticism by our member^ that leadership and membership 
are still separated by a gulf. That leadership still fails 
to compensate the membership and that arrogant attitudes 
of the membership persist on all levels pf the Party organizati^on. 
Such complaint ^ unfortunately^ is justified. None of us 
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is free of the evil of bureaucracy and we must examine 
our work carefully and critically on this score also. 
These are serious failings, but they too are not the basic 
cause of our critical problems in the national leadership. 
This lies rather in the fundamental differences which exist 
between us. The l6th National Convention established a 
generally sound organization on the main questiors confronting 
us. Among these are the crucial fight for peaceful coexistence, 
the special role of the South in the Negro liberation movement 
in our country today, the fight for labor unity, the establishment 
Of broad united front relations with other democratic elements 
and organizations, the propulsion of proletarian internationalism, 
the fight against both dogmatism and revisionism in our 
ranks and the charting of a peaceful constitutional American 
roa,d to socialism. 

Our chief task is to strengthen and build and 
consolidate the CP. The Convention also left many fundamental 
questions unresolved, partly because at that time we wished 
to maintain unity and preserve the Party, In spite of the 
deep-growing political and theoretical differences in our 
ranks. This it succeeded in doing. 

Since the Convention, however, these differences 
have persisted and have become sharper, especially within 
the leadership of the Party, There are fundamental differences 
over the concept ^nd the nature of the Party, differences 
over the possibilities of survival of the Party. There ■ 
are real differences over the meaning of proletarian internation- 
alism, and all of these differences are of a fundamental 
nature, going far beyond the questions of tactics, The 
problem of how to cope with these differences a,nd how to 
work for their resolution has not been successfully dealt 
with yet»- 

^„ ^ nJ" struggle for policy, we must base ourselves 
on the following Marxist-- Leninist proposition: That most 
left-sectarianism and right opportunism have objective roots 
in reality m the system under which we live. That the 
struggle must be conducted on both fronts with the main 
emphasis against ths,t which threatens the Marxist line of 
our Party. The most importg;nt mistakes madd in the period 
under review were left-sectarian errors*. These left-sectarian 
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mistakes were the cause of sharp attacks against the Party 

and the main reason for the unprecedented degree which 

was possible for big business and labor representatives 

to isolate the Party. The main task of the Party today 

is to overcome completely^ the influence of left-sectarianism^ 

In the process of carrying out the main task^ the 'Party 

must struggle against right opportunism. 

This estimate of our Convention remains . It 
is moreover stated in terms which are neither highly rigid 
nor one sided. It has been subjected to some interpretations 
which are dogmatic. Even while we accept the thesis that 
the Party ^s main task is to overcomevthe two evils of left- 
sectarianism and right opportunisn/mus't be predicated not 
on this alone^ but also on a concrete objective evaluation 
of these manifestations at each given .moment... Indeed^ 
many of our leadership have been afflicted with a one-sided 
approach, Some lean in one direction^ other? in the opposite 
ilrectipn. Some have seen only the danger of lef t-gectaa^'iahism, 
others only that of right opportunism and revisionism • 

If we are to make any headway in our ranks it 
is necessary to try at all costg to avoid one-sidedhess 
and to attempt to see things .as they really are. This trend 
condemns the l6th National Convention as a revisionist 
convention. It attacks the v/hole concept of a peaceful 
parliamentary path to socialism in our time, Moreover^ 
under the guise of fighting for Marxist purity^ it remains 
Indifferent to the serious losses of Party membership and 
our struggle to preserve our Marxist press. This trend 
represents a serious obstacle to o\ir work and a menace to 
the Party* We must be' forced tor. root it out. There hag 
also taken place since "the Convention, the growth of an 
increasingly dangerous position. There are some who argue 
that there is no revisionist trendy because the revisionists 
have left the Party. This I3 most likely true as far as 
the majority of the Party membership is concerned,, I believe 
that our Party meipbership on the whole has a healthy attitude^- 

But., there does exist today a definite revisionist 
trend within the national leadership and within some state 
leaderships even though it has little support among them. 
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The essence of this revisionist trend, in my judgment > 
lies first in the lack of faith in the Party in its role 
and its perspective. Its adherent proclaim that the Party 
has no future and is doomed to extinction unleps it is 
radically altered and abandons the chief principle of the 
Marxist party » 

There is a question as to whether there are any 
universally valid principles of Marxism- Leninism, and in 
fact whether Marxist -Leninist theory has any valid basis 
in contemporary society. The view wp,s projected that 
the Party should not be an org£^nlzation based on unity, 
of purpose and action, but should freely embrace .within 
its ranks the most diverse ideological trends, including those 
i?7hQ expressed and abandoned Marxist ideology This vieiw 
is reflected, for example, in the position taken by some 
il^rty leaders on (JOE) CLARK^s resignation. The Party, 
as it stands, is regarded a,s little more than a caretaker »s 
organization conducting a holding operation pending the formation 
of some sort of ^ broad socialist party embracing all ideological 
trends. It is also contended that it is the best people 
who have left the Party while those who have remained in 
its ranks are characterized as mainly hopeless sectarians v 
The essence of revisionism also lies in our established 
position as an Independent American working class CP, 
In this connection there is in one form or another a policy 
disas.sociating ourselves from the world Marxist movement y 

Criticipm of the Soviet Union, regardless of its 
purpose, is elevated to a pinnacle? ^ R>r some it has become 
almost a necessary part and every pe^ce policy of the Soviet 
Union is labeled power politics or policies,^ While these' 
have existed for some time, in recent months they have grown 
formidable proportions. These views have been voiced and 
defended in the name "of dogmatism and of implimenting the 
political line of our national Convention. This has also 
been accompanied by vigorous depla^ls that the right danger 
even exists and by assertions that the struggle against 
both left-sectarianism and right opportunism constitutes 
a reversal of the line of the l6th Convention. Some comrade^s' 
are influenced by such ideas. But, revisionism is no cure 
for dogmatism, if ^.nything, it is worse than the digeage. 
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From this point the experiences of the" Polish 
Workers Party are especially enlightening Most of us 
know in October^ 1956^ the Polish party launched an ^11 
out offensive against dogmati-sm and doctrinarianism* The 
party found itself confronted w^ith a dangerous outbreak 
that its First Secretary GOMULKA was to tell in his speech. 
There is no doubt that dogmatism and sectarianism were the 
breeding grounds ^ch gave an impetuous grov/th of revisionism,,' 
as they always do/ Dogmatism cannot be cured with revisionism. 

Without a decisive appreciation of the revisionist 
trend in our ranks ^ we cannot effectively carry on a systematic 
day to day and const^int struggle against left-sectarianism 
and dogmatism* ^ The struggle must be conducted on both 
fronts with the main emphases against that which threatens 
the Marxist line of our Party at the given moment.: These 
circumstances, and in view of the urgent ideological trend, 
we shall proceed to tackle the problem before us,. In fact, 

te danger of a split in our ranks is groxfing. and can only 
averted df there is a determined effort, by a majority 
of the leadership and membership, to resolve our differences 
collectively. Obviously, Party unity cannot be maintained 
by pious wishes and bebulous compromises • Party unity 
cannot be achieved on the basis of abstract generalities 
about the line of the l6th Convention , an expression which 
increitsingly is coming to mean all things to all men; 

It is my judgment that Party unity can be achieved 
if we a^pproach the resolution of our differences with a 
desire and a collective determination to strive for unity based 
on our Marxist outlook and principles as set forth in the 
preamble of our ^ci>nstitution. And here let us soberly 
and carefully determine which urgent and vital questions 
should get top priority and must be disposed of quickly. 
Further, unity can be achieved if we collectively endeavor 
to impliment the main political direoti^on of ou^? national 
Convention, avoid a dogmatic and a one-sided interpretation 
of its^ deciglonpi W^rge all-out struggle against revisionism,, 
as well as dogmatism and resolutely work to apply, enrich 
and develop further the general line of the Convention,, 
taking fully into account the QQupse of events since February,, 
1957^ including our own experiences. 
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I feel it is essential that we place our views 
frankly before the membership e^nd get their opinions and 
collective assistance, We mupt not only let our members . 
know, as we now do, that there are majorities and minorities- 
on many important questions We must also let them know 
and without subjective distortion exactly what these positions 
are. Thus informed, our membership is fully capable of 
judging for itself, where it stands in rendering its own 
verdict. And, we here must each individually make a self 
critical evaluation of our work as a Party leader, and 
what role vre have individually played in this difficult 
period of our Party life, Only in this way will we make 
any genuine progress out of the present critical impasse 
of the national leadership. 

I realize that while I am endeavoring to carry 
out the main political direction of the Conveiitlon » s decisions, 
V* I/a,pd while I have constantly tried to wage a struggle oh 

\^ mh fronts, sought to promote unity in the Party,. I have 
/ \made my share of, mistakes , I have grown impatient with 

the paralysis which has stymied our leadership, and am deeply 
concerned with the mortal danger confronting our Party, 
This I am determined to correct, TO facilitate a sound 
solution of our ideological differences and to help surmount 
the internal Party crisis, it is essential that we energetically 
and unitedly tackle many of the t^sks before us in the 
coming, year. Among other things we need a fresh evaluation 
of the program of activities. V/e must do the same with regards ' 
to the Civil Rights struggles along the lines of Comrade 
JACKSON'S recent report to the National Committee. We 
must further clarify our objectives and speed up our preparations 
for the 1958 Congressional elections. All of these are 
tasks of major proportions -which will require much time 
and enphasis,- 

With regards to the Party, the Supreme Court 
decisions, and other recent court decisions, necessitate 
a fresh and many sided exploration of our legal position. 
Further, we must updertake a more resolute fight' for Party 
registration, consolidation of the Party, the saving and 
building of our Party, 
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In the course of all this^ we must constantly 
\ be seeking to solve the problem of relationship among Party 
and the working people^ and mass movements. We must 
also strive to promote the concept of proletarian internationalism^ 
clarify and advance our solidarity with the working class 
and the Communist movement. We must likewise carry on a 
more effective fight for Marxist -Leplni 5 t ideology. 

Finally^ there is an all importa^nt task of overcoming 
the weaknesses in the functioning pf our national leadership. 
In my opinion the answer to this does not lie in sweeping 
organizational changes or in a general housecleaning as 
some seem to think. To be sure^ the National Committee 
will have to give due consideration to strengthening both 
the NEC and the NAG. Probably consideration should also 
be given to the establishment of a national board or some 
other body which can act vjhen needed^ at least on a weekly 
/baais. But whatever the final judgment on this question 
>^STOh changea are not the main answer. The main answer 
Will be found in a renewed search for unity and purpose 
of action which will resolutely fight for our Party^ in 
theory and policy^ and which will steadfastly work to prevent 
further disintegration. A split in our Party is not inevitable > 
given a profound desire for tinlty based on our scientific 
socialist principles to work for a revltalization of our 
Party for a flexible and determined application of the line 
of the 16th Convention including the development of a systematic 
and relentless struggle against ' dogmatism and revisionism. 

Male Believed to be SID STEIN 



STEIN said that he agrees with EUGENE DENNIS that 
the situation is grave^ and that there is a crisis of both 
policy and leadership. He wants to know why^ after ten- 
months since the Convention^ is the Party in worse shape 
than other American movements. He said the DENNIS report 
does not claim to be a full meal^ but that it is in the 
nature of a sandwich, STEIN then asks the question why 
are we in a worse position today as a Paz-'ty? He said because 
the Party has not broken out of its isolation^ but rather 
has become rriore isolated. We are becoming isolated from 
thousands of Communists, not only from the masses • He 
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said the Party problem is that sections and districts cannot 

get a hearing and they cannot find their way into the mass 

movement. He said we must help to find a way to break 

out of this situation. STEIN says the Party must be organized 

to get the ear of the people. He cites POSTER'S' article 

in "Political Affairs/* and says that we are closing millions 

of ears to what we have to say, STEIN then mentions and 

enumerates the following points : 



us to do? 



1, Have we done vrtiat the Convention commanded 



2* How are we to develop a Party struggle if 
to ask a question is revisionism? 

STEIN then says that Party members have a right 
to ask a question and said that GATES can question if Party 
policy is the best way to socialism. 

STEIN said that we have retreated from the brief 
Convention attitude, He sa^id the Party i^ for leading 
Americans in the struggle for socialism. STEIN in concluding 
called for plain common honesty in the Party, 



MARTHA STONE 

STONE take? the floor and calls for GENE (DENNIS) 
to document the attempts to undermine the Convention from 
the left. 

Following the lunchepn recess the informant 
advised general discus sion/p^R^e with speakers talking 
approximately 15 minutes each^ but the informant was unable 
to distinguish identity of the speakers who generally indicated 
either agreement or disagreement with the reports by EUGENE 
DENNIS or SID STEIN, 

Remarks of yRED FINE 

FINE stated that the first instance of a split 
was in GENg's (DENNIS) report^ and said there was no need 
for a splits He pointed out that changes had occiirred in 
Communist parties throughout the worid^ citing the Polish 
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Party where there were hlg ohanges not just on paper • 

FINE mentions that the CP^ USA lost 7^000 members in the 

last year and said the stumbling block to Party unity is 

its inability to work around a dogmatic approach ♦^.^^^Ite concludes 

by stating that the Party must work on new ideas •J^^ fO) 

The informant reported the meeting then adjourned 
at 7:30 PM, without reaching any agreements and Is to reconvene 
the following day at 10:30 AM.V/ |U| 

THIR D MY SESSION,, 12/22/57. 

NY 2179-S'5^ advised that the third day session 
of the meeting began at approximately 11:00 AM, with the 
agenda announced as follows : ^^^^^^ lllj 

1. Report by ROBERT THOMPSON^ on the 12 Party 
Declaration, 

2. Discussion of reports by DENNIS and STEIN 
given on the previous day. 

3. A special order of business on motions left 
over from the previous day, 

4. Question of move to Chicago. 

Summary of the Remarks of ROBERT THOMPSON 

THOMPSON opened his remarks by stating that he 
was not of the opinion that there v^^^re any members of the 
NEC that needs to be told by any other member of the NEC, 
that we are dealing with very important events when we discuss 
the conference of the 12 leading parties of the socialist 
world> exclusive of Yugoslavia. In light of yesterday's 
discussion^ it is fai^^ however^ that at least, Initially 
we will have certain important differences. In this connection^ 
I would like to say at the outset^ that I have no illusions 
that my remarks in introducing this subject for disciission 
represent in any way a definite Party interpretation of thes^ 
events. I should like them to be regarded for what they 
are, namely, an introduction to the discussions • 
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Now in introducing a similar discussion of these 
developments in the NY State Committee^ I choose as my 
jumping off point the meaning of these events on the standpoint 
of the fight for peace. In vievj of yesterday's discussion^ 
I would like to choose a somewhat different^ "but I think 
equally valid starting point, namely the meaning of ^.these 
events and the point of view of the struggle between Socialism 
and capitalism. This struggle in this period is frequenty 
finding expression in the form of dramatic context • Sputnik, 
one and two^ go up, and Bohnik stays down. Almost- overnight 
this gave a new understanding of the relative achievements 
of socialism and ccipitalism in science i education and psychology • 
A similar, although of course much more complex cpntrast^ 
is unfolding in th^ field of politic^^l relationships and 
policies', 

XIn Moscow you have a conference of the 12 leading 
iHrtios of the socialist world>' they publish a basic policy 
declaration. You have a conference of 64 Communist parties 
and they publish a peace manifesto. In Paris the leading 
imperialist powers meet and with a great deal of fanfare 
publish their decisions to the world. What have you got? 
In one is mirrored the political relationship existing 
among the socialist nations and Communist parties . In the 
other is mirrored the political relationships existing 
amongst imperialist circles. One presents to the world 
the example of the socialists ^ v/s^y of life as it exists 
on this planet; the socialist program and the policy of 
struggle for peaceful coexistence. The other presents 
an imperialist's solution, a divorce from the problems 
of the world, Nqw^ no force, in American political life, 
seriously interested in effecting the attitude of the American 
people towards socialism tovjards capitalism, can fail 
to deal publlcally with these events. 

This is so because in these events is the meaning 
of socialism and capitalism. The meaning not so much as 
set forth in Webster ^s dictionary, but vjhat ,they mean in 
terms i5 a political consciousness of living people, Socia3.ism 
and capitalistn are abstractions, Socialism hasn't been 
an abstraction for 40 years ^ and for all of these 40 years 
the attitude of tjie American people toyf9.rds pocl^lism has 
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been shaped in the main^ not by the idea of socialism^ but 
by the reality of gbclalism as it exists. It has been shaped 
in the main by their understanding of the Soviet Union, 
the way people live in the Soviet Union, and the actions 
of the Soviet Union, and these actions effect such big 
issues, such as war and peace, in which the American people 
have a stake. 

Now this truth that this is a change in a changing 
world. 1^11 quarrel with nobody that st^^nds or sits on 
this proposition. I'll argue only on the question of the 
meaning and need for these changes. With respect to this 
problem, the nature of the change is this, that this socialist 
reality, which is affecting decisions of the outlook of 
the American people towards socialism, is not just a single 
country emerging out of the morass of the ecomomic and 
cultural backwardness. Today a whole system of socialist 
states, the foremost of which, the Soviet Union, has achieved 
attd advanced the level of economy and -a very rich socialist 
culture and political life. 

It is one thing for we Mis^our5.ans to find the 
fruit of the pudding in so far as the superiority of socialism 
over capitalism is concerned in a study of statistics having 
to do with the relative rates of advance in the production 
of steel, oil and machine guns* It ig another thing to 
find it in the example of the successful launching of the 
earth satellites and the failure of the so-called Vanguard 
project. 

What we a^re witnessing here is the stage in the 
competitive struggle between socialism and capit^li^m in 
which certain new qualitative elements are entering into 
the picture. Now, the development of this magnitude has 
had to be and is taken into account by all forces in American 
political life. It is taken into account by the chief 
ideologists and spokesmen of the ruling circles . There 
is not any of the mevin spokesmen, from NIXON,' SUJiZBERGER (ph) 
or LIPEMAN (ph), or any of the others who do not today 
concede that the Soviet Union is a giant and not a pygmy 
in the fields of ^roductlon.^ science and technology. ' They 
insist on only one things, and that ±b portraying the Soviet 
Union and the sygtepi of socia^list spates to the American 
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people as political monsters and as war threats. The peddling 
of this picture of the Soviet Union has th^ same central 
importance in the war plans, the war preparations, of American 
imperialism today, 

I think that this is the reason In part why the 
12 Party Declaration defines the meaning of working class 
internationalism in this periods Today the vital interests 
of the working peeple of all countries call for their support 
of the Soviet Union and a,ll the socialist countries, who 
purauing a policy of preserving peace throughout the world 
are the mainstay of |S-eace and social progress.. I believe 
that this basic preposition in the document has the same 
importance for the American working class people as it 
does for the v/orking people of any other country ♦ That 
is why I believe that the documept defines in part this 
period as being the period in which the main content of 
our effort is the transition from capitalism to socialism, 

jU) Within three days after these events, NIXON gave 

his official, ruling class interpretation of the developments 

to the American people^ Editorial w^^iters throughout the 

whole capitalist press, the Trotskyites and the Socialist 

Labor Party have all given their interpretations, but the 

leadership of one party has not spoken out in relation 

to these developments. That is, the leadership of our Party, 

It has remained mute.. What is the reason for the silence 

of our Party? The reason has been given that it is a rnatter 

of procedure. Well, I don-^t want to brush aside the consideration 

of proper procedure within our Party* If it is true that 

the NAG has been explicity denied the right by a higher 

committee of the Party, such as the NEC^ to speak out in 

relation to ev-ents of this kind, then I think it sh<&uld 

be changed and changed very quickly. 

You cannot have a political party to act as a 
political party and play its role as a political party 
in American political life without that party having a 
leadership,, I don't think that the .m^in reason why our 
Party has riot reacted to this development is by reasons 
of technique and pr^^p^r procedures <| I thinK that the main 
reason for th^s lies in the fact that ag^ a leadership we 
do not as yet have a clearly defiped position toward developments 
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in the socialist world. I think that pur problem is that 
' we have a considerable section of our leadership which 
interprets the l6th National Convention to mean that our 
Party is free to speak out whenever there is something 
negative in the Soviet Union or other socialist countries 
that can be properly criticized. This does notp?ovide the 
basis for our Party properly speaking out and utilizing 
the enormous constant developments in the socialist world. 

I think we should work on the basis of the Convention 
resolution^ adopted at the l6th National Convention^ and ' 
also on the basis of the Marxist-Leninist approach^ which 
is set forth in this 12 Party Declaration tawards the problem 
of working class internationalism in this period. Now 
I think there is some comrades who may perhaps say that 
there is a contradiction in this I don't think that there 
is any such contradiction^ because in my opinion^ in the 

X lflf^in^ the resolution of our l6th Convention laid a good 
'and a correct basis for oy.r Party's work in relation to 
this problem^ fighting in this period for working class 
internationalism. 

This tradition of international solidarity is 

a proud oneo The CP continues it and considers it a badge 
of honor. At the same time, the CP recognizes that over 
the years it held certain wrong concepts of what its relation 
should be to other Marxist parties,. The Party tended to 
accept uncritically many views of Marxists of other co^ntries^| 
Not all these views were correct , some did not correspond 
with American tradition. The Party alsp viewed uncritically 
the developments in the Soviet Union and other socialist 
countries. It, mistakenly thought that any public criticism 
of the views or poliqies of the Marxist pa,rties would weaken 
the bonds of international working class solidarity or 
bring comfort to the enemies of peace and socialism. 

Now, about the general significance of the 12 
Party Conference and Policy Declaration of the 64 party 
conference, the large meaning of these events for future 
world development provided primarily for the fact that they 
testified to the establishment of a new advanced unit in 
the ranks of the SQoiali^t nations o-f the Communist world. 
They marked the overcqming and surmounting of the very difficult 
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problems and sharp dissention within the socialist camp 
that more than once during these past few years has made 
it vulnerable to Imperialist attacks ^ It is this unity^ 
solidly based on the bed rock of the identity of interests 
of the nations and peoples of the socialist wrld and of 
the OP., It is the unity that is not based on the reconciling 
and compromising of conflicting tendencies in Communist 
ranks • The unity that grows out df the period of sharp 
ideological debate and struggle in which powerful tendencies 
of the revisionists character constituting the main danger 
in the world Communist movement were isolated and defeated, 
and powerful tendencies of a dogmatist character were isolated 
and defeated i The unity that is represented in the 12 
Party statement and In the peace manifesto Is a unity that 
is based on the defeat of these tendencies anc?. not on the 
reconciling of them. 

The i-dea has been expressed in some of our initial 
discussions that the 12 Party Declaration marks a departure 
from the policy line adop'ted at the 20th Congress* It 
is hard to accept that with relation to the policies adopted 
at the 20th Congress-, Reality is the exact opposite of 
this* The policy declaration is firmly based on the main 
line of the 20th Congress^ on the main political estimates 
and theoretical concepts of the 20th Congress ♦ In certain . 
Important respects it advances these lines ^ these concepts 
on the basis of the experience of the last few years 
The policy declaration does not in any way represent a 
departure from the 20th Congress^ but it does lay a very 
firm basis in Communist ranks for putting a stop to some 
very f ree-v/heeling interpretations of the meaning of the 
20th Congress and of its full decisions'. 

Now certainly^ our Party is not called on to 
endorse the 12 Party Declaration^ but I think V7e most certainly 
should^ as a Party leadership^ adopt an attitude towards 
an evaluation of it. We should do so with no misconception 
that this in seme way substitutes for the political and 
theoretical initiative that must be displayed by American 
Marxists in relation to the problems we confront in this 
country in shaping our own basic Party programs of an American 
path toward socialism. But what it will do, in my opinion, 
^^elp provide us with a sharpened understanding of t^ie main 
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contents of pur period which must be the basis of our approach 
and of our program. 

I think that we should give important attention 
to the central way in which the declaration deals with 
the role of the national freedom and independence movement, 
and their meaning from the point of view of advancing the 
entire fight for peace and socialism. Further, I think 
that a very important place in our discussion should be 
occupied by the manner in which the declg^ration defines 
and sets forth that which is universal in the science of 
Marxism and Leninism, while at the same time giving 
weight to the importance of national peculiarities • 

I would like to say a v/ord with respect to the 
question of proletarian dictatorship, CLAUDE (LIGHTFOOT), 
in the discussion yesterday, posed the question of whether 
a discussion of this makes a person a revisionist ^ I think 
iTflhat apy such attitude would be just plain stupid on our 
part. Of course, we should discuss this concept and any 
other concepts in our leadership. X know that in the state 
committee in NY, there is some very stimulating discussions 
by GEORGE WATT, (AL) BLUf^IBERG, and (GEORGE) BLAKE (CHARNEY) 
and several other comrades, with respect to the proposition 
that this questipn inevitably must be regarded in a somewhat 
different light by virtue of the fact that we are speaking 
of the transition in a different per^iodo We are speaking 
of the possibility, of the assumption, of state power by 
the working class, not by violent revolution, civil; war, 
but through the, so to speak, infiltrating of and transforming 
of parliments and other such bodies • We are speaking here 
of the assumption of power that involves not the blowing 
up, so to speak, of the bourgeoisie state apparatus and 
its complete destruction, but it being taken over and transformed 
by the working class; an organ of bourgeoisie power through 
an organ pf working class power. 

Now I think that there is muQh that is new and 
interesting in this new concept. But, I think the comrades 
are wrong vrhen they think that this in some way throws 
in the question, the validity and necessity of a, state 
in which the working plasms is th§ (Jominant ruling force 
which is the essence, of course, of the proletg.rian dictatorship. 
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This has to do with the form in which the working ciaas 
assiimes this position of the leading force in the state, 
but it does not, in any way, in my opinion, throw in the 
question of necessity of any transition from capitalism 
to socialism being carried cut under the leadership of 
the working class occupying a position of the state's power » 
That is my opinion, but of course, I have to put it within' 
the context that I consider this or any other question, 
a general question for discussion and debate without any 
atmosphere of revisions or labels in the leadership of 
our Party, I think that we should also in relation to this 
and any other questions give careful attention to the way 
that the document lays stress on the fact that creative 
Marxism demarids equally a recognition of both that which 
is new in any given period and that which is totally valid 
from the past. Either one without the other constitutes 
Mrxism, 



Informant reported that following BOB THOMPSON'S 
report, SID STEIN moved that al3, motions based on PENNIS' 
report, STEIN 's comments and BOB THOMPSON'S report be presented 
for discussion, 

JACK STACKEL then suggested that a committee 
be formed to handle such discussions. 

Informant reported that STEIN 's motion was accepted. 

Motion Proposed by Unknown Male Believed to be JACK STACHEL 

The motion proposed was that the NEC considers 
the efforts of the NAC in attempting to push through and 
make public Party policy in relation to the 12 nation statement 
and their refusal to even consult with the NEC is a very 
serious breach of Party democracy and an act of bureaucracy 
so roundly condemned by the whole Party at the l6th National 
Convention* That the NEC expresses the sharpest criticism 
of the efforts to usurp the policy making prerogatives' 
of the NEC, and demands that there shall be no repetition 
of such action. 
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JOHNNY GATES , . 



JOHNNY .GATES criticizes EUGENE DENNIS' report 
and says it is not GATES who is opposing the Party. The 
record will show that GATES voted with the majority of 
the NAG since the Convention-, The real ones opposed are 
DENNIS' allies, DENNIS has gone over to their hands* DENNIS 
refuses to name the revisionists* DENNIS says he will not 
deal in personalities, 

GATES says that -he supposes that not all of us 
can he as decisive as Comrade THOMPSON, but in addition 
to being decisive, one must also be correct., GATES takes 
issue with the manner in which a number of comrades came 
into the meeting to present the 12 party statement. He 
says the fact of the matter is that the reason these comrades 

§|me into the meeting of the NAG was to- use the 12 Party 
eclaration as an instrument and as a weapon to change the 
line of the Party and to change the leadership of the 
Party-. He says that Comrade THOMPSON says there is no 
effort for any endorsement, but the only v/ay that it is 
not an endorsement is that it doesn't contain the word 
endorsement, GATES remarks that Comrade THOMPSON says 
without mentioning names that there are comrades in the 
leadership who seize on everything negative in the socialist 
countries and purge out everything positive in the socialist 
countries . I would like him to prove it and 
to document i,t, to name names, does he mean me, vihen and 
where did I ever make speeches or write articles negative 
or hostile to socialist, countries . V/hen and where did 
I ever criticize that/HSfaS'^fiot within the context of comradeship 
toward the Soviet Union and the socialist countries. Put 
up or shut up Comrade ' THOMPSON, or are you talking about 
some dream man. This i? a technique comrade, because we 
all know the situation In .the Party. The Party people 
fill in the names," That's the technique. 

Informant reported that following the luncheon 
recess, an unidentified male, believed possibly EARL DURHAM, 
spoke, and said that the CP is isolated and that there 
are Isolated groups taking their owh paths.. He said 
that the CP has -to contend with the confusion of ideas. 
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JACK STAOHEL 

STACKEL Stated that the present leadership is 
not capable and cannot do the Job* He said that because 
of factionalism anybody elected to a position was immediately 
sat upon by opponents. .A war was started against them. 
STAOHEL said that he thought the Party can be conciliated 
and asked; what is the future of the Party with two sides? 
One group would disintegrate and go out of the Party, while 
the other would influence and dominate. He said we must 
conciliate, STAOHEL said there is a two parb solution : 

1, Our goals that we like are concealed in 
generalization, 

2. ■ .Our differences should also be concealed 
jl^n generalities. 

We should see both the ^legat'ive and positive 
sides i We have not been fighting the disease, but concentrating 
on the patient. 

In 1931-1935 J three left wings took control of 
the Party. We can solve the questions if we stop fighting. 
The essence of the problem is where is the start. It is 
the fight for peace and coexistence.. FOSTER says that 
strategy is prime and tactics are not, ' 

In regard to the NAC statement > % took issufe with 
it. I am not a member of the NAQ,' but attended the second 
meeting a^ter the statement was issued,. I told DENNIS 
he would be voted down at the MC, The NAO made the form 
most important and did not consider the content. He said 
that he did. npt i^^^ye th(3 answer, but that he was for no 
showdown and no splits ■ We ftiust solve our problems . 
We must not exclude anybody. • 

GAEL WINTER 

WINTER said that he did not believe a resolution 
of solving their differences is proper, but there should 
be resolution to sciLye the problems » He accepted the ' l6th 
Convention, but had reservations that it was a patched 
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up job. He said the discussions we are having^ which are 
cannibalistic in* nature.^ should jolt us* We are in a desperate 
situation* We don»t wantonly one survivor left. V/e should 
concert all our efforts of all our forces • We are lost 
in the woods. There are enough resources available to 
crystallise newly discovered central issues. 

WINTER said that there are some comrades who 
are very impatient and that he would like to see .the Party 
move decisively, He said there was^ a false standard raised 
by DENNIS^ report and he woxild hot endorse it. 

In regards to the 12 Party Declaration^ as given 
by THOMPSON^ V/INTER said he opposed the NAG letter^ as 
he thought it was a letter to district leaders and the 
basis for discussion of the declaration only, He said 
he advised his state (Michigan) that they should discuss 
the declaration and not the letter a^ set out by the NAG. 
He said he felt the l6th National Convention gave out tlae 
procedure for seeking the answQrs, He felt they should 
not come to conclusions at this meeting^ but should make 
available reports and comments to th§ P.arty# He said that 
they should withdraw the NAG l^?tter as- it has been misused - 
and that they should let the Party act on the declaration, 
not oh the letter, 

ELIZABETH GURLEY PLYNN 



FLYNN stated that she liked to listen rather 
than talk. She said that since she has attended only a 
few of the NEC and NO meetings^ she finds now that there 
are segments of the leading bodies that are heading towards 
a conclusion of a split. She said she had confidence in 
JACK (STACHEL) and talked to him after she ca^me out of 
prison, JACK told her that no matter how Ipad the situation 
looks to her, it is wo'rse, PLYNN^ said that she was- inclined 
to agree. 

She said that if she had known what was going 
o.n) she wondered if she would have plunged right into activity^ 
She said the house is d3,Yi<3ed and that we are doing sq 
successfully wh^t the enemy had tried so hard to do^ namely 
disunify^ She sa^id, I find that I have to agree or disagree 
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with ea^ch person who speaks and this is very appalling • 
SID'-s speech would neither mobilize nor inspire me. 

The last ten years we fought for the life of 
the Party and civil libe3?ties. The Smith Act and the Mo 
Carran Act were certainly meaningful in so far as the Party 
was concerned* I was refreshed by the campaign and the 
tour that I took» It was of great value to see 10^000 
people. We held meetings^ were on radio and TV. We even 
spoke in a public school which is something new and had 
several fund-raising campaigns. I don^t know if I should 
say this in inspired tones or riot ^ but we actually got five 
new people to join the Party during the campaign - young 
people . 

While on tour I visited eight cities and spoke 
to about 1,000 people - not all Party people. In Milwaukee, 
the subject was the "Daily Wox^ker." In Boston on amnesty. 
] lln Chicago, BEN GREEN and I saw the dean of the Cathedral* 
and six professors. Within 48 hours they had a statement 
out.. Here we have no action because our so-called friends 
sabotaged us. We were told we could not ask for amnesty 
when the case was in the courts^ 

I am like STACHEL^ I have no solution. I suggest 
leading comrades get out of NY and meet the leaders of 
the Party. Permission (to travel) is a problem however. 
Kerens what happened to FOSTER^ He use to go meet the 
workers, but because of his health, he became isolated 
and limited to a small circle^ I must state categorically, 
I will fiot be put in a posit^Lon to, in any way^ destroy FOSTER. 
His contributions have been invaluable. 

FLYNN stated that she felt that the amnesty campq,ign 
had gone down the drain in NY, because of the factional 
struggle,. She said the editorial in the '^Daily Worker" 
on the occasion of the CP^s 4oth anniversary, was passed 
over too lightly and was very poor^ She said the 12 Party 
statement is a mirror saying we are getting to be a debating 
society only, I think we are^i 

Where do I stared? X donM? want to be lined up 
with a group. Our Party is based on a, working class struggle-. 
The road to socialism is not the immediate question^ We 
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are far from choosing what way to go.. We should instruct 
the workers that a socialistic path is the necessary road* 
We want to build for the working class struggle and in 
their language. There is no smooth easy path ahead; We 
should resolve to unite Ijhe Pas^tsy^ 

BEN DAVIS 



DAVIS said we have no Party^ Just a conglomeration 
of socialist minded forces. 

Unknown Male 



Unknown male speaks and indicates he wants the 
statement placed in "The Worker/' the "Daily Worker" or 
j"Political Affairs" so that the membership can at least 
'see the statement. 

Informant reported that the chairman stated that 
a vote would then be taken on the "Contents of the Statement," 
The results were announced as 11 for* 7 against, 2 abstentions. 

Unknown Male Belived Possibly GARL WINTER 

WINTER stated that he wanted to make a statement 
on his abstention. He said he is opposed to any declaration 
by the OP on the 12 Party Declaration and its contents, 
before the contents are m^de known to the membership and 
their comments are known. He also said he was opposed to 
a premature public declaration. 

Informant reported that the chairman then announced 
that a vote would then be baken on GENE'S (DENNIS) motion 
regarding the NEC endorcing the letter sent to the- National 
Committee. The vote vras announced as 6 in favor, 11 against, 
3 abstentions. 

MARTHA STONE 

STONE stated that she opposes the document being 
made public or endorsed until the membership has seen it. 
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Unknown Male 




Unknown male stated that he thinks the Party and 
the leadership have to speak out regarding the historic 
events and major issues. 

Informant reported the chairman said a vote would 
be taken on CLAUDE'S ' (LIGHTFOOT) motion • Chairman stated 
that if you vote against the motion you vote for SID^ and 
if you vote for the motion^ you vote for GENETS (DENNIS) 
motion. The vote was amounced as 10 in favor, 7 against, 
2 abstentions* 



MARTHA STONE 



STONE proposed that a meeting of the NEC should 
be called before the next meeting of the National Committee ♦ 
g^ip said the agenda for this meqtiiig should include a full 
discussion of the 12 Party Statement, 

BEN DAVIS 



DAVIS seconded the motion and said that skill 
is needed for a statement to be published and brought before 
the people* 

The chairman then announced that a vote would 
be taken on the motion that a subcommittee be formed to 
prepare and issue a statement and also a vote to be made 
on BOB^s (THOMPSON) motion. 

BEN DAVIS said that no vdte ^as necessary on 
BOB^s motion^ as it v/as already voted to issue a public 
statement in the "Daily Worker," 



FRED FINE 



PINE suggested that a small subcommittee be formed 
to prepare a statment on the 12 Party Statement^ setting 
forth specific theoretical questions ^ and to organize a 
discussion of the next meeting of the NEC» 
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BEN DAVIS 




DAVIS said that it seems that the actions taken 
by the NEC should be sufficient, but some comrades seem 
to be tasting blood. DAVIS said that the comrades are 
paralyzed by the Party leadership. He said that v/hat you 
are doing here is giving a free hand to the "Daily Worker" which 
is expressing a point of view, which very often does not 
represent the point of view of the National Committee. 
He said that we shox\ld pass some motion that the NEC can 
issue statements. He said that as it is now we can't say 
anything because the Party is paralyzed. 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 

UGHTPOOT stated that he is sick and tired of 
(i|iis arrogant attitude at meetings. He said that he does 
not get this type of attitude in his pwn district and calls 
for unity among leaders, 

EUGENE DENNIS 

DlENNIS said that the NEC has the right and duty 
in expressing its opinions to the National Committee, 

Informant reported that in the discussion of 
the "Daily Worker^ " JOHN GATES wanted to continue publication, 
asserting that to discontinue would be nothing less than 
murder for political purposes. 

Informant reported that the NEC voted 15 in favor, 
with GATES against, to refer question of discontinuance 
to the National Committee, 

Continuing, informant advised that after a vote 
•on discontinuance of the "Daily Worker, " a motion was made 
and carried to send a letter to the- National Committee members 
outlining a "plan of work for the continuance of the 'Daily 
Worker'." A motion was carried empowering the NAC to secure 
funds for continuing the "Dai;Ly Worker." 
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Informant reported that a motion was made by 
(MICKEY) LIMA and amended by (CLAUDE) LIGHTFOOT that a 
subcoiranittee be formed consisting of EUGENE DENNIS, SID 
STEIN, CARL WINTER and CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, to meet in Detroit 
for the purpose of considering the DENNIS and STEIN reports 
for preliminary approaches for reports to the National 
Committee, Informant reported that an agreement was reached 

i||}ot to make available to the membership, reports of the 

'itEC meeting. 

An unidentified male spoke and said that the 
Party move to Chicago had been on the agenda for* several 
meetings in the past, but has never been discussed. The 
unknown individual said we are approaching the time when 
the Gonvention instructed us to be in Chicago, I suggest 
that some provision be mSide that prior to the next NEC meeting 
for members to submit proposals for reconsideration of this 
move and proposals to be submitted through orderly channels. 

Informant ^reported the chairman called for a vote 
and announced that motions, such as the mpve to Chicago, 
will be the first order of business at the next NEC meeting, 
and that any proposals or objections should be submitted 
at that time, Vote carried and the meeting was adjourned. 
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PG 148-S* (reliable-conceal) on I/8/58 advised SE, , 

on the evening of that date, a meeting was held at the residence of 
ILEX" STEINBERG, Apartment 8, 5542 Jackson St., Pittsburgh 6, Pa., which 
was- attended by STEVE HELSON^ Chairman, Westfe^pn Pennsylvania District, 
CP-USAj ALEX STEINBERG; ESTHER ROTH STEINBERG; ALEXANDER STABERj 
THOMAS JAMES FITZPATRICKi meiilbers of the Disti^ict Committee, Western 
Pennsylvania Districts CP-USA; NATHAN ALBERT,' member Western Pennsylvania 
District, CP-USA; and ari unidentified individual. 

STE?E' NELSON' stated that he wanted to discuss the unemployment 
■que,s.ti6n, the labor resplution, and the organi25ational questions ' 
and role of the party 

NELSON stated that he would open the meeting and commented that 
they do not have to kid each other; that' the situation haSl. gone 
from bad to worse; that it is almost impossible to refer to a 
funetibhing area in the organization; that they must assume that 
there' are "a nmber of persons who want to remain in the party' but 
nb_ one' knows for' sure If he is; and that no one knows his function. 
He related that a few functions ' are carried on by individuals in the 
press, for the Fund Drive, and for the (Ameriea,n Committee for 
Protection of) Foreign Born^but that no one has done anything else. 
He stated that Hb groups that used to function, the Hill, Oakland, 
Squirrel Hill, and North Side, have not really been functioning. 
He Stated that it is a real crisis with which they have to cope; that 
he does not know the answer; that they will have to tackle it - or 
as ■ an 'organization, vanish into thin air. NELSON stated . that he. 
personally thinks that it is advisable to organize . three or four 
groups "that constitute ' the functioning area so that they can call- 
meetings of three or four people and operate as a political organiza-. 
tionj- that if possible, they should get people from Squirrel Hill, 
Oakland, and East Liberty (all sections of Pittsburgh, Pa.) together 
bh'ce" a .month on Sunday afternoons in order to get some action . He 
added 'that they could combine the Hill and North Side Sections for 
an area meeting to discuss the struggles concerning negro rights. 

NELSON stated that the coming '^ear will be very sharp concerning 
struggles; that there are sixty odd bills in Congress to attack 
the (U. S.) supreme Court; that there are going to bfe battles on 
negro rijghts and on super-militarism. He stated that "our forces," 
though scattered, will be able to play a decisive role; that labor 
will" play a role; that "we" can reach out for supporters, of which 
theite are thousands who supported the Progressive Party and the Inter- 
national Workers Order; that the supporters are there if the party 
can "awaken them; and that the party should have meetings even if 
only ten people are in attendance. He stated that they had battled 
McCarthyism and can "break through" even thoxigh- they do not have 
a mass organization or a mass approach. 
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NEliSON Stated that "While" proposals are being made they should make 
a'-^move" toward the steel and electrical industries 5- that they ' should 
get beyond the' -three' or four leaders ifho" get together for discussion; 
and that" they must learn how to proiJect themselves to the steelworkers . 
NELSOM asked if anyone present had ^taken the responsibility to 
Make the organization work and' then stated -that each person in 
attendance should take the -responsibility for one ^section. 

AIEXANDER^TABER stated that they should have an estimate in 
the theoretical sit\iation' because 'without this estimate ^ they 
may be" taken in by "right « opportunism" and theh find theniselves 
"collaborating with the bosses 'or the opporttjnist tirade -unionists . 
He eoiMented tha't what is true for' the conference,' coming up is true 
here' and "nowi that the things which tiiey cari do . aire limitedi that 
one cannot work without a captaini that this requires people who 
are 'Willing to initiate"^ things' and who are willing to take "a certain 
amount -of time doing- it5* and thsrtrth^ereare" onXr a: certain nurabrqr ■ 
"of people who will do it. ' 

STABER "continued by stating thkt they haye to function in a 
p&iiticil way and that they " have to convince people that the party 
'mil' do something . He ,;s'tated thalt he does not believe that they have 
w orKfed a political way before but have worked factionally wherein 
.they lost sight of the main functions, 

STABER stated that one can 'follow the Republican^ Beiiiocratic, or 
Communrst Parties j that one may not agree with the" Coipiunist Party 
> but -as "a"^ worker in a trade union one has a right not to do as the 
bourgeois wants on'e to do . He ' stated that the party wants party • 
■people to become part of a dues -paying organization which functions 
and of which they- can be proud. ... 

-Ah unidentified- Male stalted that- if they can get a correct . 
labor policy it may straighten out ' the. ills of the party but if they 
do not/ they will ne-ver have a, district at Pittsburgh. - - ' 

~> ESTHER ROTH STEINBERG stated that her experience has been primarily 
' with" the Jewish organizations 1 that the group with which she works 
has practically disintegrated; that the people, in this group belong 
to ^ nothing else I and that; they get together occasionally to di.scuss 
organization. She stated that the last time the group met she 
could "say" that they had a (functioning) group but .at the present time 
she could not because the members do not show up for meetings. 

AIEX STEINBERG commented that today they are ^ust I'talking into thin 
air" I that there are very few persons who get' together; that perhaps 
a few of the nationality people (ACPFB) could *be go1?ten together 
■ but outside this^ the party can do nothiilg. STEINBERG commented 
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about getting an area together and stated that it would be more real-" 
istic' to talk about only seven or eight people rather than an area. 
He stated that they talk about political action and more participation 
,in labor unions arid that what (DiSVID Jo) MC DONAID (President, United 
•Steelwbrkers" of America) is "how saying is Just wha^t the party has 
been saying for years but that they do not want to come right out and 
^ay that is what the party has been advocating. He added that he 
is" in fa^cp of ' presenting a united front; pushing into the industrial 
areas -and other activities such as- NAACP. He 'stated that it is ibt 
a question that the party cannot do anything because' it cannot^ 
but that they have to try to get' their people together on a 
group basis. 

StCEVE. EELSGN stated that th^y should discus^ the steel industry 
lay-off situation" to determine if " they could project an outlook 
in" the light- of th§ CP'-s cpnvention. NELSON stated that he had 
travelled through Mpness.en, 'Dpnoi;a/" and Payette (pa.)' on that date 
Mith" "?lBlg Sully"'. ("phonetic) where they saw people standing in line 
at the unerfiploytient offices". He coihmehted that unemployment has 
hit -this area very hard -.and" that they should determine the bxact 
figuresV of unemployment , He stated that ' national reports indicate 
the same trend; that Congress' is going to do ..something' about it; - ' 
but whethe'r 'or^nbt Congress can "prime the ptimps"' is a debatable " ^ 
ques:tioh| and. that it is debatable whether ac hot armaments can help 
out. NEtSON related that' in his opinion/ it appears that the 
basic point (KARL) MARX spoke about is reaching the saturation 
i).piht; .that the worker 'is going to be unable to buy back the 
results of his labor and that therefore the commodities will 
either have to be distributed or destroyed. He stated that ttie 
United States will not let the econon^ go to the I929 level 
but when 'the economy "reaches a certain point, it will not be 
possible to control it. He stated that armaments will not be 
pppulai?.; that a drive for .peaceful trade will be a more popular 
issue and that these topics will have tP be fought out ,in Congress . 
He added. that the "pressure" is present althoiagh the party does not 
have the facts.' . ' 

NE.LS0N- stated that they must be able to break the isolation, and 
projec-t a party program; that the district should have a meeting 
of three or four individuals in the steel industry in order to ^"^ 
determine what the trade union is saying; and that they will have to 
spell out 1;he domestic ■ economy . He stated that he would then suggest, 
that they get out a party bulletin C^Dhe High Carbon Tinith," issued 
by the CP of Western .Pennsylvania) to the steelworkers . For attendance 
at the meptlnp- nf thp Inrlividuals In the steel industry, NELSON-' 



Western Pennsyivar^ia District) and the fellow who was laid off since- 
this individual may feel differently now. He state4 that the party 
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•cannot operate as it had formerly during which period everything 
was- decided by the District, and was then carried ouf without 
devl^tlbn f rem the district's .decisibns. He "added that the time 
lias come when the steelworker will 'have to cope with the question, 
"my must we put up with this?"' HEI^SON -suggested that the ' 
steel, industry should be natipnalized . 

An unidentified male stated that anything the party can do concerning 
imemployment will help because the nptn probleiri to a worker is 
ecbnomie .insecurity. He stated that the 'party cannot distribute 
leaflets at the steel mills becgi,use the workers who- are laid off 
would hot receive them. He'Stt^ited -that" one has to live even 
if unemployed and that the party program therefore, should be one 
of ho evictions, no mortgage payinents, no disruption of gas and 
e lee trie , services" durihg the ttoeraployment period. OSbis individual 
istated that mah^'people are imemplbyed because of ' automation; that 
the "party program should not be based on political action but 
qn .a "b3?e^'and butter basis* because the worker is "hemmed in" 
W legal, bars . He stated that' the workers cannot sit idly by • . 
and let the ruling class take- away their living and that if unemploy- 
ment oohtinues) ihdividuais will..g6 to party people in .ccsnmunities 
where -party people have been "^lying dead" for some time it 
will Aot. be necessary fertile party to look them up;- ■ 

AlSJCSKDER S7ABER stated that he had formerly belonged to the East 
Pittsburgh' c3;ub of the party, and during .that period, -this .'Club 
did n0t' "cai^ry the' ball". for the -party in the .tinion because it was? 
concerned "only with the day to day activities of the union and - 
activities to break the comparjy to the *ill of the union., Hei 
&t|it§d that looking back upon this situation, lie can see that the 
methods were wrong and then commented that the worker has to be 
won by ideological leadership, S2SABER related that the reserves 
of the''st6el companies and the state will not go very far for 
uhemplojnnerit' payments "if too many- peoplp are laid off. He stated - 
that political action assumes ah importance • that it did not before -, 
and that one way to reach the workers would -be to go to the 
l3hi#mployment office. STABER stated that no one else can raise 
the issues and talk as the- party does and that he would like to 
"run" jpor political office. He stated that should he ever "run** - 
f6r staite legislature, he .would not hide his. head and that people 
coUld sheer al-1 they wanted about his "Red'? background. He commented 
. that the field is wid^ open for the movement and that the party is 
at the head of the stream without even sayliig it i.s in. 

AlfiX te333BEEO stated that in -the past-, the party had drawn up a 

program, -iffhich blasted dlffisrent individuals in the steel industry 
and now that h^ looks back upon this program^ he can see that this 
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was> hot the way to plan aii i'd^ologlcal role. He -stated that a shop ' 
paper' should raise ideological questions; tb&t trade' 1m3:on que&t^lonS ' 
should "be discussed in the Ibirade union and that as far as the program 
is concerned; there is' no''l'iESit to the type that can fefe drawn up. 
SITEIKBERG suggested that' possibly a delegation cbuld see EIMER 
HOLIANB. (Pennsylvania State Congressman) to bring up these questions. 

SfEm KEISOh stated that fundamentally, all Individuals present 

Were ih agreement "on labor,' political -action^, the role of the 
party and the unemployment picture . He stated that he' agrees 
with STEINBERG, -that they 'cotild -fiorce.. their way in, but that 
it- will be necessary for the ideological theories to st)eak for 
the party and that this wilp. go a long way toward breaking the . resent- 
ih^nt against the par^^in the trade union, movement. He added that * 
society now fee 1^ -that th-s worker has to be taken care of even " 
if unemployed and' thsCt the biirden has been placed upon the union 
to fight &r everyone- even though they are Ao longer members of 
the union. "."NELSON S;tated that they have to get into .politics 
and" in the ma;lh, ' to fight for the. idea that .the unions have- to 
fight for these programs.* ■ ' . " ' . • * 

KELSON- related- that he had been at the library on the preceding-'- 
d^y to look up material for a book he is writing and while there 
observed ar-fcicles'ih the "newspapers which concerned th6 Progressive 
Party' in 1948 before he came to- Pittsburgh; He added vthat it might 
be possible for one of - those- present to pro-Jec-t himself 'l-nto the . 
primaries.. ^ . . • •;, • - . . 

NfiLSOU stated that" ftith thesfe preliminary thoiaghts, .^these guys" 
6an go off to 'Chicago and that they can report the results of th6 
conference at a meeting in two weeks; that thosfe who remain cg« • 
pledge to have -bMro meetings to' disoviss things; and that when -the' 
others return frbiii Chicago,' -they 'should'- have a meeting in steel and 
in^-bhe "^Xley (TCaa-h pi t.-hgT-^rrygh Pa ■ ai^^-a ) ;He ;stated. .that . TOM - 1,7c 



(PITZPATRICK) 5 ] I and JOHNlfsr (:RASAH-);^ Q.an undertake 

'to. talk', to the 't.fe(5£>ife from biU:.(Locai,..-'tInited Electric^il, Radio, 



and Machine. Workers of America, .Wilmerding, Pa..) 

ALEXAKBER/smBER' announced that he .and his friends were "not -going 
^^o;attehd a'. National Labor-- conference but one- of four regional ; ; 
cohferencesand that they were departing, for ehicago,- Friday, -• 
(1/10/58) by automobile:. 

^ — 

STEVS- NELSON requested- that STABER contact FRED FINE at Chicago- 
ahd call CALVIN -BROOK, a . lino typist, at Pravda Press, 1510 l8th S,t., 
Chicago, -111.,, -telephone -MO Ot7722. He commen.ted .that TONY (l<U3«ERICH) 
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are there.' NELSON stated -that he had • - hic 



and ] ^ ^ 

expected to see a lot of people at a New Year's affair hut no 
on?' showed up. ; • . . . 

NELSON^ then diverted the agenda of the meeting to the Western 
Pennsylvania District and stated that he, AEEX (STEINBERG), ■ '■ , 
ESSIE (STEINBERG), and one other individml (not identified) 
would talk over how they could organize the Gity (Pittsburgh) 
areas, S<iui'rrel Hill, Oakland, the" Hill, and the North Side. 
He corament.ed that, in the North Side, there are only two individuals, 
GABE (KISH) and EDDlffi (lANGE) and' added" that* AEEX (STABER)' ■ ' > 

could go to Sharon; pa., (Section J~2 of Western 'Pennsylvania, CP). 
ijELSGN added that they have to get these meetirigs going to prove .• '■■■}' 
.that in' this period they are active and can get things going; ■ ' 
that each individual-present will" have -to take the responsibility 
for one ^roiip and that .one day ^ they- will have 'to sit down and 
figure @ut Just who is missinfe ' , , • ^ , 

AIEXT' STEINBERG commented that he is in favor "of attempting to get" 
sustaining -fund contributors who Will furnish from $3 to $5 per week. 

l^ELSOiiJ' stated ' that' -he had ' applpo^ciaed . a" professor about presenting * " 
his v3:ews^'6n' the'caiiipU^I -th^t. the' pi-dfesSor wsis' supposed 'to 'call him 
buf had 'not'dofte soj"and"that' he also wahts' to appi'oaeh MURRAY- " 
(phonetic) of the' American Civil Liberties Union -for this -purpose . 

NELSON suggested that when the labor committee meeting is worked 
put it should 'be published. 

NEI^ON remarked, at -this' medting "that JOE (RtJBIAK) had advised' him ' 
that' HELEN- KHMPUS (tentatively identified member of -Western Pennsylvsia 
piistrict, CP).' had" died .and that her funelral- wss 'on that day. 

Xt" is "noted that information ' contained herein -Jpertaining to the 
Chicago Division was fUmisheA. that of fide ton^'l/9< and IO/58 by • 
Pittsburgh airtels captioned,' "CP-USA, S%rateg;sr 'in Industry, v3;3-iG;" 

it is fTirthej? noted that Special Agents of the Pittsburgh Office 
oil 1/10/58 -determined throiagh physical Finnrfti TTanri 
STABER, THOMAS JABSES -FITZPATRICKi and [ 



th^t ALEXANDER 

^ all merabe.rs 

¥estferh Pennsylvania' District i CP-USA," proceecfed' westbound toward 
the Ohio State Line- on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. Thi9 informktion 
was furnished Chicago by airtel 'I/IO/58, nqted a^pve. ' 

One copy of this memorandum is being furnished to New, York for 
infprmation since matters contained herein are of some interest 
to that office. 
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DIRECTOR^ FBI flOO-3-69) 



MEKT 

iUi 



FROM: 



SAO, NEW YORK (lOO-SO^Ml) 



SUBJECT : C P , USA ORGANIZATKitK 

rs-c 



Care must be util is ed in handling and repo rt ..n g 
the f oj. 1 owl ng " "inf o rma t r6n ^ " s lnce_ _tfig very "n ature 6T^ his' " 
inl^rmaljlon ~t8nds"^j^^ disclo^e~rhe '■Idarvbr-6y 'of a highly""' 

On 1/6/58 NY 2010~S* advised that EUGENE DENNIS 
stated on above date that there would be a full National 
Administrative Committee (NAG) meeting on Friday > I/IO/58 
and^thls J^eeting v/ill pertain primarily to the resignation 




of JOHN GATES 



2 
3 



(RM) 



Bureau (100-3-69 ), (KM) 

Chicago {100-18953) (CP, USA- ORG) i^^) 
(1-100-18001) (FRED FINE) 
(1-61 -SOT) (CLAUDS LIGHTFOOT) 
2 - Detroit (100-2050) {CP,USA-ORg) 

(1-100-^13420) (CARL V/INTER) 
2 - Newark (100-4284) (CP, USA- ORG) 
(1-100-2974) (MARTHA STONE) 

'100-74560) (CP, USA -FUNDS) (19-1) 
100-87211) (CP, US A -FACTIONALISM) (l9-l) 
1-.- NY {lOO-80$38) (CP, USA -MEMBERSHIP) (19-1) 
Cp- NY (100-4931) (CP, USA) (19-1) " 

97-169) (PUBLISHERS NEW PRESS) (7-2) 
100-23825) (BENJAMIN J.- DAVIS, JR.) (19-1 ) 
100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (19-1) 
100-1'7923) (JOHN GATES) (19-1) 

JAMES JACKSON) (19-1) 
JACK STAOHEL) (19-1 ) 
SID STEIN) (19-1) 
HENRY ARON) (l^-l) 



1 - NY 
1 - NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 

- NY 

- NY 

- NT 

- NY 

- NY 

- NT 

- NY 
" NY 

- NY 

- NY 

- NY 

- NY 



100-1 6785' 

'100-18065' 
'100-50690' 
100-13923' 



^100-1696) (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) (19-1) 
,100-467) (BILL LAWRENCE) (19-2) 
100-14606) (JOE CLARK): (20-11) 

,100-24638} (ABNER BERRY) (l2-l6 
100-80641 1 ^ ^ 



HCO;mah 
(26) 






NY 100-80^41 

a?he following is a report -of the highlights and 
most important statements made at Ifhe NAC;,, GP^USA^ meeting 
held in the third floor boai?d- room, at GP Headquarters, on 
1/10/58, as reported by NY 21?9'?*S*: 

According to NY 2179-S*> the following individuals 
•were believed to be in attendance: 

EUGENE DENNIS 
FRED PINE 
JACK STACKED 
CARD WINTER 
ODAUDE DIGHTPGOT 
• EDIZABE.TH GURDEY PDYNN 
.MARTHA STONE 
SID STEIN 
BEN DAVIS 
ABNER BERRY 

m 

Unknown Individual Believed To Be PRE P PINE 

The meeting opened with a dlsnussi^on of the 
resignation of JOHN GATE« afs' Editor, of ttje "Daily Worker" 
and from the CP Movement. 

An individual believed by informant to be PRED 
PINE opened the discussion and said that he believed that 
any statement Issued by the OP must be geared to the 
capitalistic press as well as the point of view of the "i^- 
"Daily Worker", He said that we shotild not call him- 
"an S.O.B. and we should not pass ^judgment" . ^-^ 



In dividual. Believed To Be jA GK STACHEL 



STACHEL; in his rSraarks, stated that the Party 
is anxiously awaiting what w<i,are going to say and "the 
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pitfall Is the factionalism issue". STACHEL remarked 
further that e^.eh now. he (GAa?ES)^ is. going to ha.v'e the 
las-t word. 



Rema rks of FRgi) FINE 



FINE;, in his remai'.ks., stated;, with regard to JOE' 
CLARK^ that you cannot say h^- was di'iven out. of the Party, 
FINE said that he did not Relieve that. JOHNNt (GATES), left 
the Party as a "victim" . He. stated that he v/as more con- 
cerned with the thousands, in the PartSr who may or may not 
agree with JOHNNY but who Will he affected by what may be 
called "defeatism" . . 

^^''^own .Male Beileved To Be GARL W IN^R 

WINTER suggested that the- NAO should make a 
statement and then- answer anything that he ( GATES )> may 
say at his press confe.rence, WINTER further remarked that 
v/e should not let what JOHNNY says further ^fche disruption 
of the Party. 



Unknown Male Believed To .Be CLAUDE L IGHT FOOT- 

An Individual, believed by informant to be CLAUDE 
LIGHTFOOT; spoke and said that we must point out that there 
are many ideological differences between JOHNITY GATES and 
the OP. He then remarked that, in his opinion., he did not 
believe that GATES 's resignation .will- give us the unanimity 
that we need. 

Unknown Male 



An individual, whoSe identity wag unknown to the 
informant, spoke and said that he opposed GATES 's reslgantion - 
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not for GATES'S sake, but for the' Party's sake. He said 
that we must point out what we disagree with JOHNNY (GATES), 
on and we must show his contempt for us. 



Unknown Male. Believed Possibly.. GARL WINTER 

An individual, believed by informant to be CARL 
WINTER> spoke and, inquired if they should"" show or point 
out if thege resignations are a part of a new group. He 
said, in his opinion, it is not., and there should he- 8. state- 
ment as to the political outlook that has been developing 
in the Party and show the serious harm it is doing to the 
Party . 



Unknown Male 

An individual whose identity was unknown to the 
informant -Spok^ and proposed that EUGENE DENNIS be delegated 
to respond to this, question before the National Executive 
Committee (NEC). 

Remarks of FRED FINE 



PINE stated that he wanted EUGENE DENNIS to act 
as spokesman for the Party before the press. He said- however, 
that he wants a decision from the NAC regarding the release. 

Remarks .of MARTHA STONE 



MARTHA STONE spoke and said, "if I wag authorized 
to make a statement, it would be good riddance". 
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Remarks of ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 



PLYNN Stated that it was too bad that the NEC 
•did not accept -GATES'S resignation the last time. She 
said if they had done this, he would not have a leg to 
stand on^ and that he would not be having a press conference. 

Informant then- reported that EUGENE DENNIS then 
read a statement prepared by the NAG regarding GATES 's 
resignation 

Remarks of CARL WINTER 

WINTER then stated, in his opinion, he did not 
believe that t-he NAC could accept GATES'S resignation. 

Remarks of BEN- DAVIS 

DAVIS Stated that he believed the statement to 
be too long and said they should 'bharacterizse the man and 
wh^t he has done" 

Remarks -of OARL WINTER 



WINTER commented -that there are many things we 
would like to add to. the statement but I do not believe 
there is anything we don''t want in i.t. 

Remarks of PPffii) PINE 



PRED PINE discussing the statement, said that 
it will be criticized by fiiany people. 
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Unknown Male 



An Individual whose identity was unknown to 
thQ informant spoke arid said that he was all for a united 
and adequate statement and not just any statement and was 
of the opinion that JIM's ( JACKSON)^ statement is better. 
In criticizing the statement^ unknown individual said that 
he does not like the statemferit ,that the closing of the 
"Daily Worker" was one of the reasons for GATES'S resigaation^ 
saying that JOHN GATSS Was on his way out long before this. 
This individual also referred to the portion of the state- 
ment in the use of the word split a-nd "^he v/ord destroy the 
9arty. He said that he would prefer the use of some-bhirig 
hot so drastic as "destroy". 



Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 



m 



DENNIS Fitated that he'd like the statement 
prepared and accepted in order to make the evening edition^ 
"as the press has been after us all afternoon" . He recom- 
mended that the statement be Qut before 4:00 PM. 



Remarks, of FRED PINE 

PINE stated that he wanted a unanimous decision 
witho^it exceptions and reservations^ remarking that if we 
do not do this., we all might as well go out ^tnd write 
separate statements , He stated that if v/e are unable to 
get a unanimous statement;, wp, might as well fold up. 



Reinarks of EUGENE ,DENNia 



DENNIS stated thai; he wants to put into the 
release ijhit the statement v/as a unanim.ous decision of 
this eommittee 
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Remarks - of' BEKr DAVIS' 



DAVIS, c'ommented that he"'has been thp- qbnT.TSco'f- 
Sad^J.° f fATES and said that GATES toofevc^y'cSnlf he 
had to destroy pur Party and that -he tfas In f Lor Sf a^ 
statement v/ithottt- reservations . • ■ ■ ^ 

n't' , ,* 

Remarks -oS PRED piME - ' . ' 




• ^JF ^^-'ijGd that GAa?ES is a product of the 

hi%'acSons"''L^?t.^'^^' ^^^^^ fulfrespdnsibility 

. nxb accions. .He said^ however, if the Pj-^r^^-xr rykm-^A^c^ 

..^r. ' again coftiplainod about not gettinp- a 

■^^?/2ltT ^^^'"S ^^^''-^ ^"^h action undsJmines 

Remarks of JACK STAOHFj. 

r,^-t- ^ • STACI^L then spoke and objected to<BEN DAVT5?fc<?. 
not accepting fully the statement. • ^^iLiN JJAVXb ; ^ 

Unknown Male 



4.U ^ ■^^ individual whose identity was unknown frs 
the informant spoke, stating that tSs statement is not 




Rema3?ks of EUGENE DENNIS 



EUGENE DENNIS spoken and said the next HAG meeting 
will probably be the first weekend in March. 



Unknown Male 



An individual whose identity was unknown to. the 
Informant spoke and said that he wanted a three day mo 
meeting to be held in Chicago, Illinois, and said that the 
savings that would result frt)m' exipenses should be given 
to members who lose pay as a res'ult of their attendance 
at the meeting. 



^j; |nknQwn Mal e 

. ^ ^ individual whose identity was unknown to the 
informant then referred to "The Worker", specifically 
referring to the issue of January -26th. He said that 
because it costs $800 per \feek to publish the paper, we 
must have this money in advance. He said further that 
they must have $150 guarantee to publish "q?he Worker" 
He -recommended the subsidiary of M h. week and proposed 
increased price ,to . 15 . He recommended that the committee 
flf^J^orize BILL LAWRENCE to turn over money when he gets 
P^P®^ ^l^en cetera to BILL LAWRENCE paying 
out the severance p^y and th& back pay. In discusssing 
the question of severance pay, th$ unknown male said 
they needed $1200 for the entire staff. 

Unk nown Male 

Anot>her .ihdividi4al whose identity was unknown 
to the informant spoke and -said that the retaining, of 
5 more individuals for a couple of more i^e$ks is too much 
and recommended -severance pay in the amount of |l500. This 
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unknown individual said tliat he would have to get re- 
training in another field a? newspaper work is dead for 
him, and feels that $1500 is the mihimum severance pay 
that he can accept. 

ABrTT^r, -^^^ unknown male then asked what do you think 
ABNER? Individual believed to be ABNER BERRY remarked 
i;na'C nis economic outlook was 'very poor. 

Remarks of jack S TACHEL 

, , STAOHEL spQke and said that the severance pay 

should depend upon the money that is available He recom- 
mended that they should pay whatever they can every month. 

Unknown Male 

4,v, . ^ individual whose identity was unknown to 

me informant spoke and recommended that the NAG reaffirm 
the previous agreement regarding severance pay and' that 
they should give over and above whatever there is available 
Continuing, this unknown individual said that this much 
was supposed to b^ turned over to us but we did not get 

i.l'^J^? ^ti"^ ^^t^ LAWRENCE told them that in a- couple 

of weeks they should be able to get the money. 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS 

J. PAVIS said that BILL LAWRENCE cannot do anvthinar 
without autlioritjt. He said the staff will pay oSr obliga? 
tions as soon as we can but was of the opinion that this 
was the wrong procedure. 

Uhknown Male 

•f-v,^ A ^ An individual whoso identity was unknown to 
the informant spoke and said that we wia^^ get tl^ money 
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^hoSr """^f^r^^ ''''^^^ but remarked, 

nowaver,. if you people want to, you can p-ive th^ 

sayxng that there was resentment and an/2;er amone tb^ 
paper's employees and said they need tSif money^^^^g, 

discussion^?J°f^''?!f ^'^^^^ then much 

2if \i as to when the next meeting of the NEC anri 

SP^^'^it^ee ,(NC) would be he?L w?th PrIS 
Fim recommending the NO mee&ng to be -held PebriiSv ft 

he?d\f enf «^ opiSonlhafthrSEO be 

mee?iS bf he?d ?n''?5^^' suggested that another- 

i^? ? . ^r^^ '^^^ problems that would be 
fnclSde in th'f NO as -well as^to 

^??l^e held^^J^'j^ '"^^ ^^^'^^^ -^^^^ "meeting 



Remarks of prep pine 



rflROM^ .v.?^^, remarked that he -had spoken to HANK 

(ARON;, and asked for funds to «-i-+-onri -hur^ X f^^^^ 

to be held i.r^t^- n ^ attend the Labor Conference 

^m^v^ irom T;niis oifice^ or provide ms wi-hh ^-k^o 
appropriate atmosphere to carry It out"?)^jp|^ 

T^n-^->. ^'^^Q^ant 3?eported that the meetinp cohcludP^ri 

statement on the resignation fi^om the CP of JOm SI TEs!-^^^. , 
• The National Administrative Ooirmi f-.)-n= t-u^ 

X efaxgnation irom. the Party of JOHN GATES: 
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"By his own act John Gates has left the Communist 
' Party. His Klleglighted resignation comes as something <st 
an anti-climax to Communists ^ who have had a series of 
abortive resignations from Gates. The NAC recommends 
to the party >s National Committee that tl>is resignation 
be accepted. . " . . 

"Despite serious political differences with his 
col-leagues J Gates Was afforded every opportunity to express 
his viewpoint within the framework of the Communist Party 
and its constitution. 

"For instance, while there were serious differences 
over the suspension of the DAILY WORKER, the recommendation 
for that suspension was made by an overwhelming majority 
decision.. Elementafy democracy requires the acceptance 
of that decision, whatever the ultimate assessment of the 
reasons for ths suspension may be. Gates' resignation 
today can objectively only harm the job of maintaining 
and building the weekly V/ORICER, the pre -requisite to t.he 
resujnption in the not-too-distant future of a daily working 
class paper. 

"If Gates really wanted tQ stand on the decisions 
of the party's l6th national convention and not build 
a new platform outside those decisions — his duty was to 
remain within our ranks, fight for these decisions, and 
subordinate his vieWs to the majority. 

"Gates states that he is gtill motivated by the 
desii^e to work for socialism. But to split and fragmentize 
the Communist Party Is not the way to work for socialism. 
To destroy the Communist Party is the ardent desire of 
those like the New York Times — authoritative spokesman 
of monopoly capital and arch-enemy of socialism as 
indicated anew in its editorial of today. 
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"At a later d^te the. appropriate party bodies 
will consider in detail the political views of Gates and 
his expressed opposition to our painty. At this time we 
can say of Gates, as the National Administrative Committee 
said of Joseph Clark in a statement to which Gates subscribed 
on Sept. 11, 1957: 

"'He has lost his theoretical bearings. Unable 
to see -that this crisis is a passing though painful stage 
in the Party's .life, he has lost faith in the Party and its 
future. He cannot see that the Party is moving to overcome 
the crisis, and that It has a future of new and .significant 
growth and influence. 

• 'His position is that the "hope and promise'' of the 

loth National Convention have not been fulfilled. The truth 
of the matter is that the promises of the l6th convention 
are being fulfilled. (Recent meetings and decisions),... 
are proof positive that the National Committee is determined 
to carry forward the decisions of the l6th national convention. 

'Today the Communist Party is engaged in a 
determined effort^, along with -laillions of" other Americans, 
to win .the complete integration of the Negro people "in 
the nation's life, to ban the H-rbomb, and to advance the • 
economic welfare ■ of the American people . •' " 

"For some time Gates has been politically dis- 
orientied and has been challenging many of the basic principles 
of scientific socialism, Marxism. He has utilized to the- 
hilt the right of- dissent within the organization- 
coupled with interviews in the commercial press — to carry 
on a sharp struggle for his- views. Now Gates has become 
an avowed opponent of the Communist Party and its- Marxist, • 
American workingclass program. . 

"Oh our part . we are Qonfident that the overwhelming 
majority of the Communist Party and itp friends y/ill stand 
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staunchly by the Party in its fight for peaces democracy ^ 
security and socialism^ as outlined by our Convention. 
We are confident that^ far from turning their backs on 
our movement^ they will extend themselves to strengthen 
the Communist Party and its mass ties^ and help build the 
^circulation of the weekly Worker. Such a re-building of 
the workingclass press is vital for building a stronger 
party and-- Marxist movement capable of making its full 
contribution in the great struggle for a democratic America 
and a world of peace and abundance 
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OPPIGE MEMORANDUM*** TJMITED STATES GOVERMMEHT 



TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) ^ 

PROM : SAC, CHICAGO (100-2398) 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 

' , IMTERMAL SECURITY - C 



DATE: 1/31/58 



)ST CARE MUST BE TTTILIZED IIT HAITOLlfe AM) REPORTT¥ff 
THE FOLLOWIITG •INFORMATION . IT IS SUGGESTED THAT COMPLETE PARA- 
PHRASING BE USED IF ANY OP ' THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS IHCOR- " 
PORATED IN A REPORT, IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE' IDENTITY OP A HIGHLY 
PLACED INPORMAMT. . ' ' ~; — 

OG $^2kr^, on January 23, 19^8, was In "a position 
to make available to SA JOHN >E. KEATING a handwritten letter 
from BERNARD GOODPRIEND . to MORRIS CHILDS, Secretary of the 
National Appeals Committee of the Communist Party - USA. 

One photostat copy of this, letter is enclosed here- 
with to the Bureau,. Newark and New York Offices, The Chicago 
copy is located in Chicago file 100-2398-1B3 (65) • 



2 - Bureau (Elicit 1) (REGISTERED) 
6 - Newark (End, 1) (REGISTEiRED) 

(1 - 100- ) (Communist Party - USA) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP-USA, New Jersey District^ Factionalism)" 
(1 - 100- HCP-USA, New Jersey District j Harriet Tubman 

Section) 

(1 - 100- )( BERNARD GOODPRIEND) 
(1 - 100-297li.) (MARTHA .STONE) ^ 
(1 - 100-1914-91) (PAT TgfeY) , .// 
'C^- New York (Encl a 1) ^REGISTERED) ^s^^T-c^^^ttf-^Wv^ 
^ t>0^r^ l60-k931) (Communist Party ^ USA) (#19-17 
(1 - 100 -87211)' (OP-USA, Factionalism) (#19-1) 
(1 - 100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (#19r.l)' 
(1 - 100-271^52) (ROBERT THOMPSON) (#19-1) 
(1 - 100- )(PAT TOOHEY) 

1 - Philadelphia (65-1686) (THOMAS NABRIED) (REGISTERED) 

3 - Chicago 

(1 - A/lSk-W 

(1 - 100-311-70) (MORRIS CHILDS) D --ft 

fJEK:kw 
(17) 
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The following is the coraplete text of this letter: 



"Dear Comrade Ohilds 

"We are writing yott this letter to make you aware 
as Secretary of the Appeals Com. of the failure of 
the Nat, Com, to act on our appeal made at the conven- 
tion. We are of thfe Harrit Tubman Sect, from Essex 
Cty., New Jersey. Due to erroneous information given 
by Pat Toohey & Martha Stone ouip case waff not acted 
on by the Appeals Com. We are pj?epared to appear at 
this February meeting and. clear the- matter up and aid 
in resolving the split in our Sta*e, As of now be 
advised that there is no agreement between the State 
Com., of I.J. and our Sect. Until then We will go on 
with our Communist activity for Peace, Democracy, 
ITegro Freedom & Socialism. 

"I would be glad to meet with you on this mat- 
ter before the Nat, Com, meets when next you come to 
N.ir. Please write and let us know. 



GGr 582i|.-S-:t- advised that" he had learned that CHILDS 



acknowledged this letter and tol? GOODFRIEMD that he would try 
to see him when he is In New York City and that he would see if 
the National Administrative Committee would put this matter on 
the agenda for the next meeting of the National Coiamittee. 

CG 582i|.-S"5> also .learned that CHILDS prepared typ^writt( 
copies of GOODFRIEND's letter and mailed copies to PAT TOOHEY 
and TOM NABRIED, the other members of the iSTational Appeals Com- 
mittee. CHILDS also gave a copy of GQODFRIEI©«s letter to BOB 
THOMPSON for delivery to EUGENE DENNIS at the National Office of 



"J:an 18 



'Comradely Yours 
Bernard Go.odfriend 
k.90 Burnside St, 
Orange, N, Jersey" 



the Communist Party - USA, 



- ? - 
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The following is the text of the note GHILDS wrote to 
PAT TOOHEY^ along with the copy of GOODFRIEMD^s letters 

"Dear Pat, 

"The enclosed caiue to me ,a few days ago> I 
acknowledged receipt o How about you and Tom talking 
things over and make suggest ions o I will try tp^be 
in New York before the HoCo meeting so that we can 
get together o In the meantime, if you have any 
ideas, proposals, etCo, drop.e me a noteo I hope 
you are well^ 

"My best personal regards to you and your wifOo 

"Morris" 



The following is the text of the note GHILDS sent to 
TOM MBRIED,. along with a, copy of GOODFRIEMD^s letters- 

"Dear- 'Tom, 

I received this note a few days ago and acknow- 
ledged receipt of sameo Can you and Pat- get together^ 
and suggest approach for action, etCi> I sent a copy 
to No 60 (quite a general designation these days)o 
If you can talk to a^nyone in leadership p^^rhaps th^ 
will offer ideas o I will try to be in Few York 
before the NoGo meetings Jfaybe t-re can get together 
then to exchange opinions 6n this or any other 
subject that requireig our attentibno 

"I hope you are well and working o I am glad 
we were of one opinion on the .Johnny Gates ^p're« 
view' at our last Uational Committee meetingo 

*'¥ith warm personal regards,. 

"Morris "o 



COMMEICTS OF Ca ^82a.-S^» 

a?hls letter frbitt BERHARD GOODPRIENI) to MORRIS CHILDS 
re-ppeninig the appeal of the Harriet J^ubman Section of the Com- 
munist Party of Hew Jersey may very well be a part of the offen- 
sive of the ultra-Left wing In the Cdratiiunlst Party - USA to 
eventually gain control of the leadership of the Communist 
Party. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO : SAC, NEW YORK (100-131972) 

FROM : SA GEORGE EDWIN JONES, (7-2) 

SUBJECT: MARCH ON WASHINGTON 
MAY 17, 1957 
(00; WASHINGTON FIELD) 



DATE: 12/31/57 



IMPORTANT — CORRECTIONS TO EE MADE 



ReVJFOlet to Baltimore, 6/11/57 which contained 
aissemination of 72 copies to New York files. • The 72 copies 
are identical to those copies designated in the dissemination 
section of this memorandum. 



1- 
1- 
1- 

i- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
i- 
1- 
1- 
1- 

i- 
i- 
1- 
1- 
1- 



ED mSSTTUproloahlv THT^nPORP. m.q.qTT.TT) (12-15) 

J (7-6) • 



100-89179 (BELLA ALTSHULER) (12-10) 

100-117654 (CURLY ATKINS) (probably CURLE AKINS) (l2-l6) 

100-9369 ( 

100-132701 

100-24638 \kmm BERRY) (Y-2) 
100-80569 (ROSALIE BERRY) (7-2) 
100-123289 (CARL BRADEN)(7-6) 
100- (WALTER BROWN j (7-6) 

100-24616 (LLOYD BRQVJWU 12-161 
IOO-IOI849J 



100-132660 1(7^6) 
100-23825 ( BENJAMIN DAVIS) (19-1) 
100-8057 ( EUGENE DENM IS U lQ-1 ) 
100-132678 r \ ( 12-14 ) 

100-9364 f.TAMEs FORDrrT::g\ 

100-109625 I I fl2-lg) 



J12-16) 



100-51841 (ROSE GARLAND ) .( shg^|dgh|5^0S|; 6|.ULDEN) (7-2) 



1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 



100-90302 (RAMONA GARRETT) (12-16) 

100-13473 (SI GERS0N)Cl9) 
100-11931 6 (LOUIS GREEN ) (12-14) 



100-99333 

100-49583 

(copies con-c ' a; 

GEJ : ras 

(73) 



(12-14) 
J.2.15). 
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NY 100-131972 
( COPIES CONT'D) 

1- 100-81083 (IVY HICKS) (12-16) 

1- 100-132646 /pnn.qmnPT.rp wn-D-pg} (^.-g) 

.1- 100- r ph))r7-6) 

1- IOO-16T85 (JAffiS EDWARD jACKS0N)fl9) ^"^"^ 

1- 100-18677, (HOWARD (STRETCH) JOHNSON) (19) 

1- 100-i03904plEimai£H-jmES)( 12-16) 

1- 100-ll6654 r I f 12-16) 

1- 100-125566 (MARY MIDDLETON) (12-10) 

1- 100-89335 (OWEN MIDDLETON) (12-11) 

1- 100-81794 (HALOIS MOOREHEAD) (12-16) 

1- 100-13203 (GEORGE MORRIS) (7-2) 

p.- 100-25841 (GEORGE MURRAY) (should be GEORGE MURPHY) (12-16) 

1- 100-107462 (OTIS MC CLEGG) (should be OTIS MC RAE) (12-15) 

1- 100-84275 (WILLIAM L, PATTERSON) (19-2) 

i- IOO--5668O (ESLANDA ROBESON) (12-16) 

1- 100-25857 ( PAUL ROBRSOW^ ( TP^I 6 ) 

;L- 100-95550 L r 19,16) 

1- 100-107582 ^ I )n.2-l6) 

1- 100-9224 (annette rubenstein) (12-15) 
1- 100- (jerry or gerald scott) (7-6) 
1- 100-132659 (mrs. (fnu) scott) (7-6) 
1- 100-100802 (prances smith) (12-16) 
1- 100-119891 (shirley taylor) (12-10) 
1- 100-85788 {william cottel taylor) (12-10) 

i- 100-97970 (ROOSEVELT WARD)(l2-l6) 

1- 100-11.2059 (LEWIS WHEATOM)( should be LOUTS) f 12- 16) 

1- 100^ I T (12-16) 

100-10274^ p i n:^i6) 

I- 100-9308 f jlEKB WREKLIJIN ) I i'^_- l.b I 

1- 100-0-122351 1 l (ph)(7-6) 

1- 100-62509 (Dote w3:LmsoN)(i$) 

1- 100-96557 (MRS.DOXEY WILKERSON) (12-11) 
1- 100-27539 (CARL WINTER) (7-6) 
1-100-68212 (MRS. CARL WINTER) (7-6) 
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NY 100-131972 
(COPIES CONT'D) 



100-4931 (CP, USA) (19) (Note 3.cc's of 6/11/57 letter 
97:l6?_ ("Daily Worker" ) (7-2) I 



- 100-4013 (SWP)(7-3) 

- 100-4013 ("The Militant") (7-3) 

- 100-29166 (Cominfil Local 65, U0PWA)(7-l) 

- 100-7629 (Cominfil NAACP)(7-2) 

- 100-107111 (N.C.S.J.R.C.)(7-2) 

- 1QQ-668Q ^Tndfinfindfint flootalist League ^(7'^'^ 




12-10) 
12-16) 



12-16) 



(12-16) 
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m 100-131972 

ReWPO letter to Philadelphia, 12/12/57. which 
forwarded to the NYO 72 conies of ammended pages 9 and 10 
9f referenced WFO letter dated 6/ll/!57. 

: Copies of ammended pages 9 and 10 are attached to 

each copy of this memorandum and should be inserted in the 
6/11/57 letter and appropriate notation of this action should 
\)e made on the letter. 

i 

ReWOletter to Baltimore, 11/15/57 . which instructed 
|;hat the following additional corrections should be made 
concerning the 6/II/57 letter: 

PAGE 7 - In£ma]aatiDD_aet out in relet (6/II/57) 



on page 7 attributed to| |should not identify CP or 

SWP members since this informants is not a member of either ^"^^ 
prganization. Individuals mentioned by this informant on ^'^^ 
page 7 should be described as "CP people" and "SWP people" 
by this informant because he continually observes them in 
association with the SWP and CP elements in Chicago. 

PAGE 18 - OTIS MC CLEGG should be OTIS MC RAE. 

PAGE 19 - Under 



Young Communist 



Jieague should be Young Progressives of America. 

PAGE 20 - GEORGE MURRY Should be GEORGE MURPHY. 

Where variations ar§ noted between spelling of 
names as contained in 6/II/57 letter and probable true 
spelling same will be noted in dissemination section of this 
memorandum so as to be of assistance in locating the 
6/11/57 letter. ^ 

All copies of the 6/II/57 letter should be located 
(whether in case file on 100-0 file) ana appropriate • 
corrections and insertions should be effected. 
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STANDARD.FORM N61-64 




TO 



ffce lA&wovandum • united states gq^n-mj 

SAC,. New Idrk (100-4931) ' date: February-d,;;:!!^^ 



FROM : Director, FBI (100-3-4) 



SUBJECT: COMCNIST PARTYi USA 
INTERKAL SEGURITI -.0 



Reurlet dated 1-22-5^. 

Authority is granted to re'contact Xe'yy in 
an effort to resolve the identity of the prominent 
Gommiinist ]^arty member, *ho aQc:<)rding ' to Levy, is" 
contemplating defecting from the Comimunist Party^ 

This interview' mtist be handled' in a diacreet 
manner to preclude the possibility of causing 
embarrassment to the Bureau. , . ' , 

[ Promptly advise the Bureau of all develop- 

' ments in this matter,. 

1 - "New Iprk. (100-25^57) 





mm. 
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/ FROM 



*• ■ ■ 



. 5 'i 



► .ir, 



: ■ ■ •-^:^:DlV;..i- ' 
: ' •'•>-U,:.6j\f..-4-.- 



> ' ' . ^/^toeryiesw' \«i^s8i?ip^IifZ: .t»; i:?A:3 ip. ;$ptitlv; ijend;,,.v Indicia i .- Mt:.< : vr ^^fg^^'i^f 



PS-rr 



.. #i^ie tise of the' r4c6r4in'gs .and; ;xhdi(C:#t64: ;t-Hat. a^^^ 




-^r-. ;...>>r- V;.^;^:- /C^v-l^iaiil^,^ ^- v'-/ 



.^f ;...>%r' V;.^^:- /Cvvl^iaiifefe^ 
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OPPICE MEMORANDUM*** UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO i DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) 

PROM ! SAO, CHICAGO (lOD-2393) 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PART? - USA 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C 



DATES 2/3/^8 



CARE SH ptiLD BE US ED IN HANDLING AMj REPORTING THE 
FOLLOWING IMPORMATION IN ORDER' TO PROTECT. THE "IDENTITY OP THE 
INPOmi A NT . ^ y " ' . 

CG ^S^ii-^S*, on Januai?y 30, 1908, otfally furnisljed 
td SA JOHN E. KEATliffG the iiif diction oont4ii4Sa on tlie f^llbw- 
±ng paig^s. , . " - 

. Tlie text of the letter of BERNARD GOODPRIMD has 
been sent to the Bureau, Newark and New York Offices by 
s^arate' fetter. 



? Bureau (REGISTERED) 

5 Newark (REGISTERED) ' ' *■ 

(1 » IQO- ) (Communist Party - U§A) 

(1 - 100- )( CP-USA, New Je3?s^y district, 'Factionalism) 
(1 - 100- ) (CP-USA, New Jersey Dii^trict, Harriet Tubman 

Sanction) ~ " ' 

(1 - 100=?97il-) (MARTHA STONE) ' 
(1 - 100-19491) (PAg? TOOHEY) 

New York (REGISTERED') 
^ Ufr - lOp-if.931) (communist Party = USA) (#19-1) 
(1 - 100-B7211)(bP«=»USA, Factionalism) (#19-1) 
(1 ^ io6-a03'7) (EUGENE DENNIS r(#19-l) .' 
(1 - 100-^7452) (ROBERT THC^MPSON) (#19-1) 
(1 - 100- )(fAT TbopY) 

3 - Chicago 

(1 - i/ m- w 

' (1 ^ 100-3^0) (MORRIS- CHI£DS) 




JEKjkw 

(15) > 




I 

t 



January 30, 19^8 



On JsinuaiT- 20, 19^8, MORRIS CHILDS, Secpetai?y of th.e 
National Appeals Committee of the Communist Party ■=■ USA, gave 
BOB THOMPSON a ©bpy of a letter' CHILDS had received f j?om 
BERNARD GOQDPRIiJNP, of New Jersey o In this letter; GOODPRIEND, 
in behalf of the Harriet Tubman- Section of the Cotomuhist Party 
^ of New JSi»s#y, asked the Natiojaai Cbnflaitt^d to again <sonsi4er 
'the appeal of this Sect ionjio CHILpS'asl^ed TH6]!|PS0)iI • 1?o d^liy^r 
a c6py of GOOiDFRiEHD' d letter to" EUGME DMHISo 

THOMPSON agreed to deliver this item to DENNIS, and 
also requested CHILDS to send a copy of GOODPRIEND^ s letter - 
to the National Offiee/by mailo THOMPSON stated tjaat it is 
^: not good for this matter to come up for discussion at the 

next meeting of the National Comiid.tte0^ since there B3?e already 
too many controversial items pn the agendao 



« 1 o 



It is doubtful that the appeal of the Hariri at TuTbman 
Section of th^ Communist Party of New Jersey will be placed 
on the agenda of th(5 National Committee meeting by the National 
Administrative Gomuiitteeo Furthermore^ the Hai^riet Tubman 
Section will not be able to wage a' struggle against 'both 
MARTHA STONE and PAT TOOHEy dt the s^e timeo Tat, GOODPRIEND^s 
letter indicates that this is what the Section i^ attempting 
to do a Not only has TOOHET been in a fight with MARTHA STONE ^ 
but he was in favor of reinstating the Harriet TuMan. Section 
at the tiisie of the District Conveiition of the Communist Party 
6f NiBW Jersey o 



. "i' i. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 



SAO, SAN PRANGISCO (100-11089) 

SA ROBERT P. SAVAGE 

CP, USA, NORTHERN DISTRICT 

OP CALIFORNIA 

IS-C 



DATE: 2/3/58 



"iinie following written report was furnished 



to RA ROBERT P. SAVAGE on January 21, 19^8, by 

who has furnished reliable information in 

tiae past. Ihis report, dated January 20, 19^8, concerns 
a Communist -^arty, Northern California District, Ttade 
Union Conference held at San Francisco, California, on 

January 1?, and January l8, 1958. The report p-a "'^•^ 

out verbatim and the original is maintained in 



2 - Los Angeles (REG-) 
(CP, USA) 

.>*'»*«3 - York (F 

... .'(#rusrr 

(FRED PINE) 

1 




97-27 
65-12i;2 
100-295ii.9 
100-5867 

100-27348 
100-27988 

100-3 62i|.8 
97-26 
61-415 

100-29302 
61-398 
RPS:JAByX2 



IN INDUSTRY) 
(P¥) 

iMICm-LIMAl 



£irEIMEE_^2IE£2J__ 



( WM . SCHNEIDERI4AN) 
(AT, 7?TnmTnT\Tr.^ 



1 - 




100-i(.li.l8 (JACK MONTGOMERY) 
100-30717 (CP PARTY LINE) . 
^100-253i}.7 (CP POLITICAL 

ACTIVITIES) 
100-3730 (CP SANTA CLARA 
CO.) 

100-28718 (CP DOMESTIC 

ADMIN. ISSUES) 

100-25539 (CP BRIEF) 

100- (CP METiLL TRADES 

INDUSTRIAL) 

61-306 (CP ALAI4EDA CO.) 

100-21283 (CP CONTRA 




rR-nnrji to writer 



.) 



,00- 
100-11889 

SEARCHED 



return to writer 

(L/iBEL ) 

return to writer 



INDEXED 



SERIALIZED PILED 

273758 • 
FBI, SAN PRANCISCa 
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SF lOD -11889 



THE II?POfiMANT CAN TESTIFY TO THE POLLOWING-: 

'Report on the Cornraunist Party 
Stockton, California 
January 20, 1958 

V J.,- ^abor and Trade Union Conference was held 

by the Northern California District of the Goramunist 

t^Tl °5 ^^iclay evening and all day Saturday at the offices 
of the People's VJorld in San Francisco. This was 
^•January 17th and l8th, 1958. At Saturdays session 
i^ickie Lima stated that there were about 35 persons at 
^riday nights meeting and there were around kO at 
Saturdays meeting. 

"The following were some of those present 
on Saturday? 

Mi Okie Lima 
Sid Stein 
B.en Dobbs 

^Bill Sp.hriftlrlfti^ ^ 



b6 
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i:iob DeVold 

Howard Thompson 

Dave (Santa Clara County, Was a member of 
tha njr amittee) 



Etiima Stirn 
I-ulu Mao T hompson 
.Bariiey DoVeto 



Archie Brown 



- 2 - 
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SF 100-11889 



"The delegates from the outlying counties 
mot on the third floor of tho Peot)le's VJorld building 
at a little after 9:00 iU^' and Fred Pine gave a summary 
of his report of the "night before. He remarked that 
Indiana has gotten out a substitute resolution on 
Labor and he had a copy, but he had not gotten it 
through the regular channels and he did not know if 
it had been accepted for distribution and discussion. 

"The conference as a whole was called to order 
at about 10:30 AM on the second floor and Jack Montgomery 
was selected as the chairman and the morning session x^as 
taken up with discussion of the Draft on Labor and 
just before lunch Amie gave a report on the background 
of the Right to Work Law which thev are trying to get 
on the California ballot. He followed his report with 
some proposals and during lunch the subcommittee met 
and considered these proposals and other motions which 
were made on the Draft Resolution on Labor, 

"After lunch there was a general discussion 
on the Right to Work Law and how to fight it and also 
the general aspects of the ICnowland campaign. This 
discussion was followed by action on the following 
resolutions: 

#1. That the documents turned in at the 
meeting by the Metal Trades industrial Club, The East 
Bay Clubs and the Santa Clara County Clubs, be 
mimeographed and distributed to the Clubs for discussion. 
Adopted 

#2, That the National Office be called in 
regards to the Indiana document to see if it had been 
presented for approval prior to distribution. Adopted 

#3. That all proposals for consideration at 
the Western District (or West Coast) Trade Union 
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RPS:JAB 

SP 100-11889 



Conference which is to held in the Bay Area on 
February Is, must be in the hands of the committee 
by January 29th, Adopted 

„ . , J^h- Any proposals t;. be presented to the 

National Committee on •t'abor must be in by Pebruar\r 20th. 
Adopted. (This date was originnally set for March 1st, 
but Fred Pine reminded Mickie tEat the National Committee 
IS scheduled to meet on that date.) 

#5. The formula for delegates at the 
Western District Conference from Northern California should 
be as follows! - ^ 

1 frora each shop and industrial Club 

1 from each section 

2 from each county committee 

fr "'Since this will make a larger delegation from 

J-^orthern California, the comitiittee will work out a 
formula frr balancing the vote. 

#6, The present Labor Sub-committee will 
ontinue as a co-ordinating committee with the addition 
of one member from each county to work on the Right 
to Work issue as their main assignment and to work with 
the present committee. Adopted 

„ , r That the campaign against the Right to 

Won^c •L'aw will be the main Party activitv in Northern 
California, Adopted, 

^ ^ further meetings and conferences on 

a iJi strict Level on the Right to Work issue will be 
hold, 

#9, That the People's World should get out a 
special issue to "kick-off" the campaign against the Right 
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SP 100-11889 



to VJork ^a.w and that thoj should also print a broadside 
in the initiative and in addition carry articles in 
the paper oil a week to week basis. Adopted. A 
suggestion was made that a brochure in the nasie of the 
Gomraunist Party also be printed and this idea was turned 
over to the ooramittee for further consideration, 

"A counter raeasure to the Right to Work Law was 
suggested by Archie Brown in the form of an initiative 
raeasure. He suggested a Pull Eraploj^ent Law, but no 
action mbls taken, 

"T he meeting closed at about ij.:30 PM, The 
sub-committee will" hold a meeting at Mickie Lima's 
home on January 29, 1958 at 8:00PM to make plans for 
the Western Conference on February 1st. 



I I orally advised SA'MERT P. SAVAGE 

on January 21, 1958, that tho CP West' Coast • Labor 
Conference will be held on February 1, 19^8, in the 
San Francisco Bay Area, 



AGTIOH: Pile. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 



SAC, NEW YORK (lOO-26603-C40) (#12-10) 

SA JAMES P. HALLERCN (#7) DATE: 2/I4./58 

CP, USA 
BRON}C COUNTY 
IS-C 



Identity of Source: 



Description -of Info: 
Date Received: 
Received by: 
03?iginal Located: 



who has 

furnished reliable info 



b7D 



in past (Conceal) . 
1/3/58,^ 
1/17/58 



.q/V JAMBS p. HAL 



lERON (#7) 



Utnio St care muot be used in handling and report- 
ing the fol TowlT^s informat ion in oi-der to protect tEe 
Iden tity of the Thformant . 

!-[ 

i " 



>7) 



NY 100-62881 (LOUISE 



1 

n 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



NY 100- 
NY 100- 
NY H 
iNlY 97-1 
NY 100- 
NY 100 
NY 100- 
NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
NT 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
-m 100 
NY 100 



SANCHEZ, member of Brony Co, 
Coram,; ht. 5 '3", hair dark, complexion darkj 
build medium, marks on fa,p,ft. w^a'i'S "heavy 
gold wedding ring) (per| |(#12-10) 



^, .perT 

12481 (Bi ADES) (#12-10) 



26603 (CP DISTRICT #2) (#19-2) 
95583 CP LINE) (#19 J ^ 
..69 ( "DAILY WORKER") (#7-2) 
87211 (CP FACTIONALISM) (#19-1) 
26603-C43 (CP BROOKLYl^I) (#12-12) 
(JOHN GATES) (7#19 ' 



•1 4839 * ( " ALAN' MAX) ( #7 -2 ) 



2W8 (ABNER BERRY) (#7-2) 
13292 (LESTER RODNEY) (#12-l6) 
9352 (A, B. MAGIL) (#12-16) 
13203 (GEORGE MORRIS^ (#7-2) 
.21259 (MX GORDON) (#12-15) 
4931 (CP, USA) (#19) 
■106964 (HOVJARD FEINSTEIN) (#12-10) 



COPIES CONTINUED PAGE 2 
1 - NY 100-26603-C40 

JPH:RCM 
34 




NY 100-26603-C40 



By report d?ited 1/13/58., I I furnished 

information regarding the activities or the CP in Bronx 
County, NY» 

A copy of inf orruant ' s report follows: 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



NY 100 
NY 100 

NY 100-1333^61 
NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 



IMIlfEast 



-13447 



25821 \ UHAKLKy timDLm )' (#12- 
)(#12- 



Bronx, 
10) 

'#12-10; 
-10 
10 



per 



12-10 



103273 (ROSE WEINSTOCK) 

84052 (LEO KOSDAN, memhpr nf Bronx County 

, nnrnnritit-rFie ■ nef (#12-10) 
128796 1 l (#l^-10) — 



NY 100- 

NY 100-19679 (l^ WOFSY) (#19) 
NY 100-18065 ^JACK STACHEL) (#12-8) 
NY 100-23825 (BEN DAVIS) (#19 
NY 100-50806 (GEORGE CHARNEY) (#19) 
NY 100-18673 (GEORGE WATT) (#19-2) 
NY 100-129629 (WILLIAM ALBERTSON) (#19) 
NY 100-9595 (WILLIAM WEINSTONE) (#19-1 } 
NY 100-34632 (CP WATERFRONT) (#12-l4) ■ 
NY 100-107444. (BILL lORAWER) (7^ 12-10) 
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NY 100-26603-040 

Report Com munist Party U,S.A. Jan. 13, 1958 

activities New york. 

An "enlarged-comity -V7ide " meeting of the Bronx County 
Committed CP. was held on January 8th, 1958 at Meloff's 
Hall, 868 E. l80th St., Bronx, N.Y, 

About 35 Bronx C.P, functionaries were present at this 
meeting. 

The meeting was chaired by Ly)Uise, member of the Bronx 
County Committee. (Louise resides at Crotona Park Ave. 
(or street?)- facing East Crotona Park. Louise is about 
5ft. 3 i , dark hairj dark compl.j medium built; wears 
a heavy gold wedding ringj marks on face.) The meeting 
otJened with a report by Barnard Addis, acting chairman 
of the Brdnx County Committee C,P,., on the activities 
of the N.Y. State Committee C.P. Barnard said that 
at its last meeting the N.Y. State Comm. C.P. had much 
discussion of the "Declaration of the Communist and 
Worker's Parties of the Socialist Counti'ies" which was 
issued in Moscow after the 40tn anniv. of the Sc'let 
Union the N.Y* State Comm. i^ndorsed this 
declaration. "Only one vias against this declaration. 

"After analyzing the points in the Moscow Declaration 
on the struggle for peace; the possibility of taking 
over the political povrer in capitalist 'countries by peaces 
fun meant; the estab^-ishment of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and the establishment of socialism the State 
Committee fully agreed with these points." 
The N.Y. State Committee, Barnard reported, had a long 
discussion on what is the matin danger in the Communist 
party U S. A, and came to the decis£ion that "the main 
danger is from right-wing revisionism." 
He underslined that "the majority of the N.Y. State 
leadex'-ship is left," but thore is also a strong right- 
wing section in the party "which expressed itself in the 
Lima resolution of Northern California/' He said that 
the coming meeting (in FelM'uary) of the National 
Committee will discuss tho question of the right danger 
in connection with the Liiiia resolution. 

On the "crisis in the party press-the Daily Worker 

and The Worker" Bai-nard said that the Daily Worker will 

be suspended,*' THe question of the Daily Worker is not 
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only a quostion of finances ♦ It is also an ideological 

question. "Back of the financial difficulties of the 

press is the factional striffc in' the party. The 

decline in party membership also resulted in the 

decline in circulation^^ It was decides to discontinue 

the Dv/rfg to save the V/orker^" He said that to ave 

the V/orker ^ZOpoO must be raised by Jan. 11th. He 

stated that Brooklyn (C^Pj' already turned in $5^000 

and Bronx turned in $2^000. "Brooklyn and Bronx had 

to borov^ this money which will have to be raised by the 

sections and the clubs of the party. 

He reported that John Gates will not be the editor of 

the Worker. Ho said that Max Allan^ Abner Bei^ry and Lester 

Rodney will resign from the D^Wi Magil^ George Morris. 

and j^o^sible^ Max Gordon will stay on," of course 

there still might be different changes in The Worker's 

staff." 

:(ln a priv&te talk after the meeting -"Addio . told 
Naidlch "that the National Executive Committee (C>E,)".;. 
inade a deai^^ion to dismiss John Gates from the Worker 
but at i;he last minute it was decided to give him a 
chance to resign.") 

Barnard stated that the immediate tasks of the party 
in N.Y. is the registration of a.11 party members and to 
bring back into the party former party members and tjie 
raising of funds for the Worker, 

"The main pplj,tical task of our party, " Barnard said, 
"is the organisation of the progressive movement and the 
building of the P^^rty; the building of a united front 
wixjh everj/ organization which is ready to fight for 
peace. Ovir l3ading committees opinions are 1?hat the 
party's attitude towards the different Socialist groups 
in the coirntry should be a friendly one." 

Barnard said that "socialism can^^not be established, here 
or in any country, xdthout political controls Our party 
is def finite on this point: we must win political 
power* The party must organise political action 
on a wide, mass scale. For this we must have a 
communist party and not just some kind of a marxist 
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organization. The C^P's main objective is the 
promotion of political action which V7ill lead to the 
seizure of political pov/er an(J to the establishment 
of socialism*" 

He called for a concentrated campaign to recruit back 
all former C^P^ moubero^ Dlccvissions on Barnard 
AdcUB report; 

Hoivard (from northeast Bronx -Allerton Ave, section 
CiP^) stated that Ills section decided to take 
"concrete first steps in the class struggle": to issue 
leaflets in yhe neighborhood In the name of the 0*Po 
on 1?he •'^struggle for peace and coexistence. 

I (East Bronx) The clubs (C^P.) are constantly ask 
Ing^for leadership from the County or State Committees. 
Thei^e isn^t any and the clubs just don^t know what to 
do. If this ^^ill continue we wouldn^t have any clubs* 
Something must be done about it if vie wa.nt to have a 
G 



I member E, County Committee^ proposed to 

reorgapize the C^P* clubs and sections on the basis of 
assembly districts. "The only way to win the people is 
to where the people are*" 

[ member BiCOi^ stated that "theory is OK^ but 
raeory is academic , At this moment we must con- 
centrate on registration and on ^fhe Worker ^s fund drive* 

Charles Henley advocated "a strong educational drive 
in the clubs*" 

Louise: "many comrades refuse to register. We have 
comrades who work in mass organizations for the last 
20 or more years and sohio of thciji are asking; ^What 
do we need the party for? Vq know what to do in our 
organiaationij/? The sections should go after these 
comrades • " 
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RoBe We ins took claimed that the Hungarian section is 
not "involved in these troubles, V/e work on our own, 
but as a party unit we don^t know vrtiat is going cn in 
the party e Wxiat are the leading party Cormnittees 
doing? I am afraid that the leadership itself doesn't 
know what j,s going on in the party* It is about time 
the leadership should v^ake up," 

Leo^ .member B.CoCi attacked the National and State 

leadership for '^not trusting the membership of the 

party," Until the very last we didnit know of the 

real plight of our paper. Suddenly we read in the 

N,Y, Times Ghat the D^V/. is being suspended." He 

stated that the people in the D.V/i were those who be lived 

that there shouldn?t be a G^P» " and the members of 

the party decided not to support a half-and-ha.lf paper." 

He called' upon the party to put an end to the revisionists 

within the party* 



j iember 3*0*0*^ stated that the most important 
task today is the registration of the C^P, members^^ 
"we must know our forces." He claimed that the 
hardest to register are those vrho were most active in 
the party in previous years ♦ 

Barnard Addis said that he .dint' think it was 
necessary ¥o report in detairon the plight of the 
D,Wi but because of Leo^s accur-ation of not ♦rusting 
thp membei ship "which is not true^ " he gave the 
following details about the D,V/i: 

On the 3i''d of January Wofsy came to Jack Statchel, 
whom the H^C* appointed to be in charge of the'D<^W. 
and told him ohat the D,Wp and the VJorker must be 
suijpendedj thcit there is no possibility to continue 
punishing the papers. Ben Davis^. George Chq^rney^ 
George Watt c^nd other mor/pers of the State Committee 
were out -of town or ^ust couldnit be reached. Statchel 
got a hold on Bill Albertspn and it was decided to 
call an emergency v^hich took place on the 4th of January. 
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Bill had to leave NiY» and William Weinstone was 
in charge of a skeleton meeting. After a revlevj 
of the situation the meeting came to the conclusion 
that the D^W^ must be discontinued immediately and 
$20^000 must be raised by January 11th if the Worker 
is to be saved. 

William V/oirstone reported on this deciss^ion to the 
NtE^C^ on Januax'y 6th. The N^E^Ci agreed with this ^ 
deci&sion. 

At the ^ meeting of Jan. 4th it was reported that- 3/4 of the 
membersnip did not participate in the D^V/^ fund drive. 
The Waterfront section (C^P^ did not contribute one cent 
for the D.VJ. and resolved not to do so as long as John 
Gates is the editor. 

Bill Kramer proposed that' the County. Committee should 
set up functional Committees such has education^ pressj 
registration^ funds^ and to issue a newsletter for 
circulation in the clubs in the Bronx. Ha volunteered 
to be the county press director and vras immediately 
elected as such. 

Because of the late hour George Watt toM the meeting 
that the N.Y*, State Cominittee is having an emergency 
meeting du3?ing the week-end of Jan. H-lg^ 19§8> The 
main points at this meeting will be discussions of the 
press, funds, registration.. The building of the party 
and to overcome its isolation v^ill be the big issue 
at this meeting.. There will also be discussipn on the 
opening session of Congress, the labor movemerjit artci the 
peace movement and the launching of the 1958 
circulation drive (The Worker) . 

He said that the membership vjill bo informed "ap much 
as possible" on the prococCing of this State Committee 
meeting.. 
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MotioHB made and adopted: 

County Coinm3,ttee should organize a program of action 
on peace and peaceful co-existence To get out its 
own leaflets on the subject and organize peace action 
committees. To organize work-shops in which members 
who are engaged in mass work can meet and exchange 
views and experiences. 

County Committee should consider the question of 
rqcrganization of of the party (CiP J along assembly 
District lines. 

The chairman announced that "a month from today" there 
will be held a covjity-wide membership meeting. 
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The term r^^^i^urA of nniitinRi power used in 



above report;^, according to 
use of force and violence. 



ices not refer to 

stated the 



inference by B» ADES is that Socialism caxinot be 
achieved without the Axse of political 'powers, E6nce 

the CP muL^t go into political action groups, organize 
Socialist groups and establish a united front for the 
purpose ot gaining political power through mass organ- 
izations, Wltien political power V7as achieved,, then 
enter or form the Socialist states. 
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FRQMs 

SUBJECT? 

INP^ORMANT: 

ACTIVITY: 
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RECEIVED m: 
LOCATION: 



SAC, Detroit DATE: February. i^, 195^ 
SA- JOSEPH HIBLE 

MICHIGAN CP DISTRICT 
IS ^"G 



I who ha.s furnished reliable 

int'Drniation in the pait, protect identity 

J&m&rf .t|,p 1958 

January 20^ 19^8 

SA JOSEPH HIBLE, personally 



Informant r eported that he attended the Michigan 
State Coipiittee meeting of ' the Michigan CP held January k-- 1958. 
at JIMM- HARRIS 1 residence p 381|.3 Htirlbut^ Detroit, Michi^n. 
The session commenced .;at 6:30 Pom,, and adjourned at 11:35 pamoj, 
with the following 23 members present:- 
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WILLIAM ALLAN. BQtZA B AXTER. RAY BLQ'SSOM, MURRAY 
BOROD, PAUL BRQQKS j I VAF BROOKS, JESSE CLARK, 

TCMMT DENNIS, MAGGIEvDRESBACH^ NAT GANLET, RAY HASKELL, 
TTMTW TTAPfiT.q, WAHMT trnMDPnw.ciTrT , AP^^ MG PHAUL, MABEL MITCHELL, 

I PHIL RAYMOND, CARL 

REINSTEIN, PHIL SCHATZ, CARL WINTER and HELEN WNTERo 

The following agenda was read by CARL WINTER:* 

lo Report from the Coordinating Committee by 

TOMMY DENNIS 

.2o Report from the Councils regarding their' 
activities concerning the UAW Convention 

3o Discussion of the Labor Policy Statement which 
appeared in the December issue of ^^Party Affairs" 

l|.o Report of th^ last National Executive Committee 
meeting held in New York in December, 19^7, by CARL WINTER^ 

ART MC- PHAUL wa^s nominated to be ohaii?man of the * 
meeting and subsequently elected by tho.se present « 

TOMMY DENNIS stated that the Coordinating Committee 
has been meeting regularly in making arrangements for future 
State Committee meetings and setting up additional committees 
to carry out phases of worko. He adyised that the New Century 
Publishers in New York are willing to accept |;$00o00 in 
settlement of a #2,000o00' debt that was incurred d:uring the 
Browder ^^T^^e. IDENNIS reported that up to now only four 
registrations and six Solidarity Stamps have been turned inj 
hox^everp he realized that each council has not submitted 
all of their registrations or stamps o He also announced 
that the Coordinating Committee has set up an Amnesty 
Committee e 

CARL WINTER remarked that he hopes the Coordinating 
Coinmittee will give serious thought to setting up a Welfare 
Committee « He cited BILL MC KTE^s illness as an example of 
the Party^s lack of interest and<help for its inembers who 
are il,l,> -WINTER stated it has been most embarrassing tp the 



' m ioo-2o5o 



Party as well as to MG 10:3 oecause Ms family inquiV«d as 
tp what has happened to his old friends that th^y do not 
even come around to see him, V/IKTER said that this is a 
bad reflection on the Party in view of the feet that MCKKIE's 

f??}iL?r^ ''^tu^^Z^^J'^t^ ^^'^ li^i® thought and/or 
f^^^J^ja^^on- with the Partyo T^/INTSR urged everyone to visit 



TOMMT DENNIS promised to consider such a Welfare 
Committee and will assign certain members to serve on it„ 

ART MO PHAUL then asked for reports from the various 
councils as to the3r plans for the coming UAW Oonventloh! 

^-^^ HASKELL reported that the Auto Council has been 
meeting regularly and >s.comihg out with 12,000 to 15,000 
folders to be distributed among the councils to be handed 
out through -community clubs. He offered to send an Auto 
Council representative to any cLub.-which needs .assistance in. 
spearheading the drive, 

JIMMZ HARRIS reported that the East Side Council 
has not discussed th-e question thoroughly as ye to He 
guaranteed that his council will place .more emphasis otf the 

Roin^ o^iS^! « future meetings and will try to get something - 
going on It as a community projecto 

>,o ^. NAQMI KOMQRQWSKI repo3?ted that the We-st Side Council 
has discussed the UAW Convention as has each club chairman 

?er? 2ood working out something 

very good which will become beneficial, ^ 

V, ^ WrLIiIAM ALLAN reported that the Nationality Council 
afw^iri^r^-^°°J discussions regarding i^e UAW Convention 
as well as having talked t.o non-.Party people. He stated that 
these people were invited to hear the dislus^ion at the council 
level and good results have been obtained, council 

Tj.-,. ^ MURRAY BOROD reported that most of the people within 
the Flint Council area know about the coming UAW Convention " 
but ^nothing has been done to extend it as a community 

He promised that when he returns he will get something 
going along the comniunity level, ^ .some-cning 
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ART MC PMUL announced that 2| hours has been allowed 
for discussion to the Labor Policy Statement and theii granted 
NAT GANLET fifteen minutes to speak on the subjecto 

NAT GANLEY stated that if the Communist Party (CP) 
expects to play the role in labor, as it has in the past, it 
will have to have a much better labor policy o ' Some of the 
points in this statement he said are very true^ but speaks 
beyond the average Comrade, ¥ill the shorter work week be the 
answer to automation? GANLET disagreed with CARL WINTER'S 
statement when he (V/I-NTER) stated that there are no left. errors, 
but only a right danger , GANLEY said that as a whole many of 
the top leadership are in disagreement with the labor policy. 
He suggested that the difference be ironed out and then come 
up with a shorter policy that everyone can under stand. 



, I . , ^, ^ . . , I stated that the Labor Policy Statement b7c 

IS very weak in that it does not contain enough of what is needed 
and that it does not explain the main objectiveo 

BOLZA BAXTER remarked that the members of the National 
Committee did an injustice in that the statement lacks an 
explanation of the many attacks on labor. He felt that the 
statement should have been broader and shorter. He is of the 
opinion that the entire statement should- be rephrased, 

WILLIAM ALLAN stated that he has followed labor for 
many years and has come to the conclusion that anyone with any 
common sense could not like a policy of this kind. According 
to ALLAN, parts of the statement are very good and some are not 
good, howeverj it is difflSult for the average person to read 
and digest, 

VAN moOKS explained that he^ as a factory worker^ 
has been approached by fellow workers who find the statement 
difficult to understaiid, 

MURRAY BOROP reflected t hat the statement is being 
discussed around Flint by people who believe that it fails 
to deal with the needs of the workers, BOROD finds it 
difficult to understand and feels that it should be much 
shorter and direct to the point. 
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CARL REINSTEIN stated that all present had expressed 
opinions but are forgetting that lihis labor Policy Statement 
is op&n for discussion and is not the opinion of one Gomradeo 
He said this is the reason why/ the matter was brought up for 
discussion. He stated we may not like all of it explaining 
that during the drafting of this statement thetfe were several 
differences of opinion and even reservations among the Comrades 
who originally drew it upe 

PHIL SCHATZ stated that he cannot go along with the 
Labor Policy Statement because it does not appeal? to speak 
out plainly what the American workers want to knoWo He stated 
that if we are to lead the worker we will have to make this 
statement over, shorten it to a point where it can be understood 
by all, 

CARL WINTER stated that WAT GANLET in his remarks 
criticized his (WINTER)" s) opinion about the statement, however, 
he is still of the same opinion until he is shown differently. 
He pointed out during the discussion of the statement every 
Comrade of the National Committee had a right to say what they 
thought as theip opinions made by the Comrades at this Party 
meeting in caibcUvfeslng thQ Labor Policy Statement, WINTER 
reiterated that it is h±s opinion that there are no left errors 
only right dangers, 

ART MC PHAUL had to admonish NAT SANLEZ several times 
to cease ipberj^pting WINTER while WINTEft had the floor. 

Informant reported that several others Who spoke on 
the .Labor Policy Statement indicated their disagreement and thQ 
majority of them did not' like the s-tatement at alio | 

CARL WINTER was then asked by the chairman j ART 
MC PHAUL, to give his informal report of the last lE^eting of 
the National Executive Committer, 

GABL WINTER stated that during the last National 
Executive Committee meeting held in New York in December, 19^7, 
aEORGE NORRIS gave a report ort the coming APL-OIO Conventiono 
EUGENE DENNIS submitted a report concerning the, coming session 
of Congress and the 'aommunist viewpoint of labor democratic 
action for peace as well as a Ireport on some of the aspects 
of the work of the OP, USA, since' its i6th National Convention 
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on the international situation and the task, ahead o ROBERT 
THOMPSON, according to V/INTER, gave a report on the profound 
significance of the recent declaration issued by the 12 CP's 
of the Socialist countries and on the inspiring peace manifesto 
issued by the 6lj. Conraunist and workers parties o 

WINTER stated that the National Exeoutiye Committee 
adopted a statement which will be published in the January 
issue of "Political Affairs" » This- statement was approved 11 
to 7 and those opposicg were, BEN DAVIS, ELIZABETH GURLET PLYNN, 
ELTGEME DAVIS, JAMES JAGKSON' with two abstaining GAHL WINTER, 
JACK STAGHEL ana two were absent. Those opposing the statement 
according td^ WINTER, will make their reason known, 

WINTER stated that the National Executive Committee 
went oh record censoring 'the procedure taken by a majority 
of the National Administrative Committee JAMES JACKSON, 
m LTJMAR, EUGENE BAVIS, BEN DAVIS,. Also the National Executive 
Comm;ittee declined to -approve the contents of a letter oh the 
12 party declaration sent to the National Administrative 
Committee in which LUMAR, DENNIS, DAVIS and JACKSON voted for 
and EINE, GATES and STEIN opposed. The national Executive 
Committee voted by a big majority to eliminate the "Daily 
Worker" for at least one year and come up with a weekly paper 
which action was opposed by JOHNNY GATES, VJINTSR stated that 
he does not know just how much longer the "Daily Worker" will 
be published, but it will be discontinued for at least one 
year until they can get their head'cjuarters moved over to 
Chicago, He pointed out' that this moving situation to Chicago 
did not get to the floor, but tabled until the nejct meetingo 

JESSE CLARK queried WINTER as to the method a 
subscriber to the "Daily Worker" may use to get hia subscription 
vjhen- he learned of the discontinuance of the "Daily Worker" 6 
He stated that these questions will come up continuously at 
club level meetings, 

CARL WINTER stated that anyone could take legal 
action and take it to court if they did not get their refund 
for the remaining period of their subscription, WINTER 
stated, however, that something is being worked out to either 
give them their money back or some other publications in lieu 
of th9 money paid, 
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BQLZA BAXTER "stated tie is Koniering why ths National 
Executive Committee keeps putting off this idea of moving to 
Chicago o 

■CARL WINTER stated that a committee is working on 
that and it takes money to move from one place to another and 
many other problems are involved in moving such .as selling what 
you have aid buying a new location in a new place, 

BILLT ALLAN announced that there will be a celebration 
of the 3i^th birthday of the "Worker" at Nowak Hall, January 18, 
1958, and the speaker would be Ao B, MAGIL, fHveLgn editor of 
the "Daily V/orker" who will speak on the challenge of the Sputnik, 

CARL WINTER stated he forgot to mention that we were 
allowed six delegates to the DAW Conventioni however, he saw to 
it that eight can. go. He then asked who shall be allowed to go 
as a delegate, 

RAi" HASKELL stated that for obvious reasons he did 
not think that they should elect them 'here in an open meeting 
and he did not think that they should all be union peopl©, 
HASKELL felt that the Coordinating Oommiitee should elect these 
eight people to attend the Convention, 

TOMM DENNIS was in agreement and stated that the 
persons who will be elected will b© notified, 

CARL WINTER in conclusion then stated that the 
next meeting of the State Coimiittes will be held the first 
Friday night in February, namely February 7, 195=8a and everyone 
TVill be notified before time of the t.iBie and place, 

RECOMMENBATION 

No recommendation is being made at this time pertaining 
to the information submitted by the Informant inasmuch as 
apparently all action has been taken,, 
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The source furnished^ as indicated above, 
a handwritten report which reads as follows: 



Arrived ll4 West l4th St. 8:15 PM, Left, 12,30 AM, I/17/58. 

ISL - Fori.\m 

Speaker: Max Shachtman 
Moderator: Marty- 
Topic: "American Socia^lism: Retrospect and Prospect" 

American Socialism to-day is at its 
lowest ebb About one out of every 100 in the ^ United 
States - They are divided into several different 
gro\:ips - Without any really serious effect r- For the Negro 
fight to-day the i r is no serious Socialist movement If we 
do not unite v/e will flop. Everywhere t heir are discussions 
and the chances of unity seems very bright - Progress has 
been detex'mined by the conditions by which they have to 
work. The United States imported its Working Glass ^ 
Ruling Class ard Slaves from abroad. All found no social 
system and had no structure to establish a Social System- 
The history of the development of the working class in 
the United States has be'^en a series of escapes 
In the olden days the Employers had the constant fear of 
losing his workers vfho had the chance of gpLng elsewhere 
in search of better employment r*" In the East the Labor 
Movement came out of the populace. In the West the Labor 
Movement was inspired by another formula, -r Violence played 
a tremendous part* Capitalism wherever it is concentrated 
always destroys human dignity. The Socialist Par*6y 
imported the Marxism theory which was very distorted - 
The Europeans who came here and were already Socialist 
were mostly Germans - They looked dowfi at the United 
States Trade Unions v/ith contempt - The Workers were 
slaves to Capitalism -and if the Unions could not change 
that system they thought nothing of the Trade Unions - 
Daniel Di Leon was the founder of the Trade Union or 
rather a revolutionary movement* He merged the IWV/ ar>d 
the Socialist movement ^ He finally was ousted out ^ It 
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Is almost an International belief that those who guide 

the Woricers into the Trade Unions are the very ones who 
the Workers follow Politically. De Leon was very 
antagonistic towarH's the Labor Movement- He v/as 
solely bent on destroying the Capitalist movement 
He Qalled the APL a group of fakers^ He called the 
Socialist Party a group of KangarooJ^s - Many of the 
Leaders of the Socialist Party came from the "Brian 
Camp" - They all retained a Utopian strain when they came 
to Socialism, The Left Wing of the Socialist Party vras 
always hostile to the APL, Thjy v/ere friendly to the IWW 
who they thought v/as a real revolutionary party - More 
than often the Left Wing opposed the Right VJing and often 
they themselves turned out to be wrong- The Workers held 
corxtempt for the InterlictualS y which in turn^ was a 
dr aw ba ck for the Left Wing Interlectuals - In Oklahoma 
the backbone of the Socialist Movement ivere Railroad 
VJorkers^ members of Debbsl movement. The Right Wing 
in the Socialist Movement did not want to escape from 
the Class Struggle - They took realities into consideration 
and were successful » The Socialist Party then began to 
be a Political force in the United States - In the APL 
the Socialist developed strength t President V/ilson was 
greatly supported by the Socialist^ The V/ar was a 
great test to the Socialist Party, but it survived - VJhat 
tore it to pieces was the results of the Bolshevik revolu- 
tion - Then camo the rise of the Communist Party which then 
dominated all the radical movements. in the United States 
The Communist Party preached that only own insurrection 
could gain power ;tjow the Communist Party denies that 
statement - The split in the Socialist movement was 
inevitable - Imperialism with its rotten system added 
to the split - Lenip declared that the revolution of the 
Colonial countries numbered the days of Im.perialism, also^ 
the aristocrats of tho ruling class It is quite 
clear to-day after the split the Russian v;ere eager to 
form a Communist party in the United St^es vrtiich they 
thought the revolution W9.s imminent r Lea^dership was made 
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by appointment - Un(Jer no consideration were they able 
to form a Communist Party here free of Moscov/ - Their 
leaders were appointed in Russia - The Ru^ans sent 
representatives here to instruct and guide the party r-- 
Everything was scrutinized by the Russians - In .the 
40 ^s it never became a mass movement - When it did^ it 
organised itself v^ith the Labor movement. Also ^ when 
it identified itself with the National Inte3;>est -r Labor 
will support Socialism only when It becomes a democrs^tic 
movement , 

The floor was now open for discusaon_ 
Those present ; 

I 



J 



I finb Davis j 



T 



Ruth apd May 

1 



naon; Mnr-PA-^r; I 



1 BOP Burlc; r 



b6 
b7C 



Jake ; |_ 



Landy; Oris KahanjJ 



] 



VI Haskelj 



The source orally advised SA JACKSON on 
1/21/58, the following: 

SHAGHTMAN is scheduled to speak again on 
1/24/58, a,nd will discuss the prospects of Socialism 
as well as answering many questions which came up 
during the discussion period on I/17/58. 



stated that 

infiielijier in "an apartnient neaf 

o X 



ve, 11v1ny, 



I and that s\ie plans to live there ^ISQ this summer 
roiiowlng si trip tq Chjlcago^ 
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That the 



LNU) who was wlth | ~| is 



the boy v/ho was at the YSL summer camp and who v/as 
originally from Chicago. Ijb is possible that they are 
now living together. 

lDhi2_ source also identified a -oh atmy-n^-nh 
as being identical with the^ 



of 



Where the individual^ complete name is 
nob known to the source ^ but is set forth following 
dissemination copies, idontification has been made 
through the uge of photographs. 
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OFFICE IsaEMQPANDM UNITED STATES GOVERWMEIIT 
TO : PimgCTOR, FBI (100^3-69) 2/10/^8 
FliOM : SAC, HEW XORK (10O-806ii.l) 



SUBJECT; CP, USA * ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 



Care must be utilized in handling and 
£SH2£5^PEf^llow^^g-.i3iforrDation« smcethe very 
£SiiHlE^2lL^M»§-A2£2£2iS'M.9^ to, disclose the 

^AQp,'^,^^y,,'o'^r^, %fMt nPr^i^Q^i^, inl'orSiant. 

The foILlowing is a report of the highlights 
and most important statements made at the meeting of 
the National Administrative Committee (NAG ), CP, USA 
held in New York City on 1/22/^8, as reported hy 
NX 2179-.S-"-. This informant iadvised that 

SID STEIN on 1/21/58 said ther^ would he ani.eniarged 
NAG meeting held ^t CP Headquarters starting %t ktOO PM 
on a/22/58, STEIN adviped that the JTollovarig' 
individuals were to be iny-Lt^d to attend and the 
disousaion would pertsiin to the questions raised hy 
JOHN GATES in ^is artiples (apparently in "The New YoiPk 
PostJ"), Tlje invitees were MARTHA STQNE, ERIC BURT, 
SI GERSON, JACK STACHEL and HERB APTHEKBR* 
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This informant advised that the NAG meeting 
started at approximately i|, :10 PM> l/22/53> and the 
following people were believed by informant to be 
in attendance • 

STAGHELp G-ERSON^ STEIN, ARNOLD JOHNSON^ 
HERB APTHEICER, BEN DAVIS, ELIZABETH GTJftLES: FLYNN and. 
EUGENE DENNIS. 

The meeting opened with the proposal that 
the next National Executive Committee meeting be 
held 2/lif/58p and the National dommittee Meeting be 
hel4 February 1$ and 16, 19^8. 

EUGEWE DENNIS proposed that the meeting 
be held in New York^ and that each delegate pay his 
own fare in the amount of |7^o informant reported 
that an individual whose identity wao unknovm to 
him, remarked, '^|7^ admission in other woras'U SID 
STEIN stated that the California delegate^ woiiLd have 
to pay approximately |)300 each^ The ixiformant 
reported that the proposal vas carried* 

EUGEIffi DENNIS cbaired the meeting and 
said that the purpose was to discuss the ideag and 
the position of JOHN GATESS. DENNIS called upon JACSK ^ 
STACHECi to begin the discus si on a 

Remarks „Qf .JACK STACHKL 

STAOHEti opened his remarks by saying that 
he had read GATES » articles in"Tlie Post" and that he 
was not aware of their reaction in the Party." H§ 
recommended emergency action in order "to get the 
Party on the road up"^ 

He stated that he attended, the conference 
of the Socialist Por\:!m and the main topic ther^ was 
"our ideag verseq their ideas*'* He commented that 
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they CQiTld not ignore the business of GATES ' resignation, 
but should find the position of GATES, what it represents, 
and its aims. He stated that how they go about doing 
it is all important. He said that it 'took JOHNilY 
GATES a long time to get to Lis position, and said 
that he was subject to all sorts of moods and sometimes 
he went to the "left", 

STAOHP.L said that he did not believe that 
GATES had a clear position,* said he was confused and 
he is trying to find sociiething. He stated GATES' 
positlpn.in the party can only be pieced together; he 
said in his opinion it is important for the party to 
give some clarification on the question of fbhe United 
Party Program, He said that was something for the 
immediate future, STAGflEL remarked that we are 
fighting for a Communist Party and therefore must 
clarify what we mean by a "united Party front". 

Continuing, STACHEL stated that while (JOE) 
CLARK never had room '*in our party'', he has room in 
in a 'United Party of Sopialism" and then add^d that 
he believes that this goes for JOHN GATES as well, 
STACHEIr stated that they must put the question of 
IBiited party of Socialism in -Qhe proper perspective, 
and said that they have no. common ground with GATES, 

STAGHEE, said that the essence of (JOB.) 
CLARIUs position, although CLARK squirmed from time 
to time, was the position of a world Socialist movement. 
He said that one day (A4 B.) MAGIL asked JOHN GATES 
to write an article oh the Fortieth Anniversary ' 
(Russia,n R^volu^feion) but that GATES said he could not 
write that kind of an aai'tiqle, STACHEL stated that' 
he, STACHEL, jumped up ^nd said to GATES, do you 
mean to tell me that you, tho editor in chief of the 
only English Mar:?:i3t paper in the Western Hemisphere, 
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cannot write an article on the Fortieth Anniversary, 

STAGH33L said that JOim GATES proposed an' 
editorial two days after tho s-uimriit conference to 
criticize the Soviet Union on why it refused to 
accep**" the Merican proposals The reason v/as, the 
United Statesi was making proposals that were in the 
direction of peace and tho 5'oyiet union, for some 
reason, was an obstacle on the wa'y to the siimmitp 

STAOHT:L. parenthetically remarked^ now 
you analyze that^ This came up on a number of 
occasions » 

unidentified Male 

An individual whose identity was not 
known to the informant then spoke and read a statement 
by ALEXANDER BITTLEMAN, who was unable to remain for 
the meetings This individual read BITTLriFiAHi s 
statement and in effect said that the time has come 
for the party leadership to rrjake ah honest statement 
to the membership , The party must t'^ll the merdbership 
that the party crisis is deepening nstead of getting 
better 

lie said that when, a man who has been 
with us for 27 ya^rs and has done as much as he has 
to help build the party^ when a man with his record 
suddenly decides to abandon the partj ; ^^something 
is the matter not only with him but also with us'^» 

BITTLEMANts statement said that the papty 
has deep and serious disagreements v/hich we^^Jiave been 
unable #o faa? to polve, and that wermust appeal to 
the party membership to strengthepi the party and not 
to give up. He said that v;e have to work as hard 
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as we can to olaJcify our position. 

ladiyudual Believed to be SI GBRSON 

An individual believed by informant to 
be SI GERSON- spoke and said that he was .croing to 
tangle "with my good friend BEN DAVIS",. GERSON 
then related tha.t a, GATES supportea} had spoken to him 
after his TV appearance (of Gates) and remarked 
that if he had to choose between GATES and (VVIDLj 
lEINSTOKE, he Would choose neith^rn 

Ret^rks of SID STEIN 

Informant reported that SID STEIN then 
spoke and said that the situation is that they 
failed^ to boldly and effectively carry out iljie convent! 
directions on a v/hole number of questions; one 
section of the party was going further to the left ' 
and the other section was going further to th© right, 
and^as a result, the party is being engulfed laa^irg^ 
a situation v/here the part:y rejects- the antif-ideaa 
which have been resurected' the past couple of months 
by comrades like (WILL) WEIHSTONE, MNNY BLTM and 
others « 

STEIN said that v/e..;-hav6 specific needs 
in our country, \-je do iK^t have a bold idea of the 
position of the party. lie said that no raatt/er how 
you argue against GATES' ideas, it will not be 
effeqtive in building and unifying the part-y. He said 
it can and will be effective in unifying a set|tion 
of the party and drive another d^eotion away. 

He said that JAGK (STAOHETi) .speaks about 
Hungary, he speaks about a Daily Viforker editorial, 
but not .-about the position of the national Gomijiittee* 
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JACK says we Imve iiot foup:bt Lard enough, against the 
revisioniat attitude^ of GiTES and OEARK. I think 
that we..-have not fought haud enough against the leftest 
danger in the party that took us away from the 
convention the day after the convention was over. 
Therefore, we gave encouragement to 'the kind of 
position that is now engulfing ouv party. The international 
movement facps a very complicated situation* 

STSJN said that he firmly believed a platform 
must be adopted to suit American reality and coioluded 
by saying that he certainly does not agree with JOHN 
GATES . 

Rga§£^:s, oX.AIlQikD. JOHN^ or HERB APTHEKER 

Informant advised that ARiIOI,D JOHNSON or 
HERB APTHEKER ir/aa the nej^t speaker, but he was not in 
a position to determine the speakers identity. 
According to the informant this individual stressed the 
necessity for mass works He said he had heard GATES 
speak the other night and could not figure out who 
GAQ^ES was trying to impress. 

This individual felt that they should all 
reexamine ag to whether an emphasis given by the l6th 
Convention • : constantly repeats independence from 
the Soviet Union and independence from the Socialist 
movement. This Individual soU\ that the- American 
workers are going to talk about .Socialism based on the 
pragmatic approach, mainly, how is it working out? He 
said then you^ve got to talk about the Soviet Union 
Socialist work, 

ThivS individual said he wanted to warn against 
placing e^nphasis on independence from the Soviet Union 
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to the extent that they can»t even discuss it. He said 
there shotXld be an appi'oach to their convention which 
places it within the world movement and not separated 
from it 4 This individiaal concluded by referring to 
JOHN GATES' resignation, saying that they cai 't just 
brush it aside, but the resignation must be hit 
hard « 

♦ 

UhidenWfi^^^^Mle 

An individual whose identity was unknown to 
the informant then spoke, remarking that they ±iould "not 
try to justify GATES « leaving (the Party), He said 
that when QLARK left therewas an editorial justifying 
his leaving. The Anti Marxist ideals which GATES npw 
avows were present three creeks ajo when he was a par.ty 
leader. He then quoted GATES as saying that "the 
essence' of Marxism is phange",, 

This individual said this view was altogether 
wrong. He said in his discussions with comrades all 
over, he noted 9, great deal of cynicism, dispair, and 
know-no thingisra. He said there was a tremendous lack 
of theoretical comprehension; and that the method of 
work within the party has been intolerable. The rank 
and file want a change in that regard«a real fraternal 
feeling, comradship-and a sense of the possibility of 
parti cipation-not just being told what to do. 

This individual then mentioned an article 
by JOHN GATES written in 19^1, in which GATES admitted 
he was weak in theory » He said paralysis in the 
party shouldntt be surprising when a leader like 
GATES v/as anti Marxist, 

This individual urged a m.asg struggle 
approach in the Negrp area, the farm area,, and the 
working olaga area'. He urged fundamental understanding 
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of the natwe of Araei-^ioan impea^lalism which was 
absent in (JOE)' qiARK and (^OHN) GATES ♦ 

This individual then criticized an 
editorial of January 1^ 19^8, in the "Daily Worker" 
whichgave credit to VJILLIAM RANDOLPH IIEARST for 
proposing a ban on A bombs and also that BULGANIW 
was cool to the proposal o 

This individual then -^aid many people are 
waiting to be asked if they are in the party* In 
Upstate Ifew York, those who v^rere in charge left the 
Party before GATES and before they left they 
destroyed what they had^ To this day, we cantt even 
find out who was in the Party* Vife donH even kjiow 
their names ,^ I was gust in Buffalo » That J s the 
situation there » 1100 people disappeared, I^m not 
sure at all that there are 7^^000 members * (It was 
informants opinion that this indivldml is speaking 
of reregistration in l^few York State^ including * 
Upstate and Buffalo area> wherein there are 1100 
renk and ^ile members which the party has no way of 
contaoting and re registering' because they have 
dropped out of party work)i> 

Continuing, this individual stated that in 
his area in Brooklyn, they have just re registered 
50 people and a large number of thoge people v/hom 
he had seen personally said "where have you, been? 
Wher^ do you meet?" 

He said he agreed With SID (STEIK)> SI 

(GERSON)^ and JACK (STAOHEL) that if;/i;hey pe^^it" 
a leftist fanaticism to capitg^lize on this . it will 
be a serious danger which oaii lead looses {in 
Party membership) » In Qoncluding, this individual 
stated that he had reqeived a piece (article) from 
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PFTE (PETTIS PEPxRY) in Calif oriila,wMdi pointed out 
that people out there want part^r work to doo 

Remarks of . 311 DAVIS 



BEN DAVIS then spoke and said that the Party 
.must consider GATES' ideas, his methods, the damage 
he did to the .Party* He said that' lessons can be learned 
from these mistakes in galvanizing and uniting the Party, 
He said that SJD STLIW made no reference to the main 
piarpose of the Partgr which Js to conduct mass strug-aes, 
to fight for a vanguard role, to achieve and fulfill 
that role in American life, 

DAVIS said that they have to decide whether 
they want a Party and if they do, to fight for itj. 
regardless of whether GATKS resigns or what happens. 
He said he considers SID STEIHts remarks "as part of the 
serious legacy which GATES has left with us because I 
considered SiD's remarks as pretty much of a justification 
of GATES," He said he had very sharp differences on many 
questions, with STFIN and it was obvious STFIN has 
differences with him, DAVIS said itip no lonp-er just 
a struggle against DAVIS and FOSTER, it?3 DENNIS and 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYM, and CARL \¥INTER, and JDi JACKSON, 
and EARL DURHAi! and many more,, 

DAVIS, speaking parcasticaUy,- said that . 
the essence cf : this in that" we have only one danger and 
that is DAVIS and POSTER or the sectarian wing or the 
do^atism wing. He said that to deny -1;here is no revisionist 
danger, no danger of opportunism is in itself an u«Leninist 
position. 

He said he considered SiD's remarks very - 
revealing and very helpful to the Party-not from the point 
of view of SID 'a criticism of me. There is a grpup in' 
the Party in ifew York that rejects the Party Opnypntion. 
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This group says the v/hole document is revision, that 
refuses to . support the "Daily vi/orkerl^ th,at hag factional 
discipline of it^s owno D/^VIS said tjaese Comrades are 
very honest Comrades, ths y are not a real danger to -the 
Party, although they run a political strike against the 
"Daily i/Vorkep", although they slander the Convention, 
although they have a well Imowri open faction. 

DAVIS sa3,d SID does not take issue with these, 
SID says that what I^m doing, what FOSTER is doing, is 
using th^se Comrades a? a ghield and that th^se 
Comrades are really ver;y nioe and their line is such 
that they openly state it*; In my report at the State 
Committee meeting, T definitely by name indicted ^ these 
Comrades j[ called upon them to disband their faction, , • 
criticized their attitude toward the "Daily Yiforker" and 
said we would not fight revisionism or GATES ^ wrong 
ideaa, to turn our party ov§r to such ideas and methods ^ 
T nam fid thfim hy name, ROMN (ARI-JANDO ROMAN), and l " I 

, whom SID made some kind of an open bid 
i:u una soias sort of a connection with them or some 
sort of approbation of them, 

J think tliat this is a malicious idea, that 
there is no right danger, that there is no revisionist 
danger and that if you just fight sectarianism- and 
dogmatism, the Party has noljhing to v/orry about o This 
despite the fact 'that we^ve had STAROB^I^J^ PAST, CLARK, 
GATES, and I don?t know ho.w many more and despite the' 
faqt that many of o^v good Comrades left the Party 
because they associated themselves with GATES and 
still there! s no right wing^ no revisionist danger* 

l^y judgment is that insofar a? the Copvention 
is ooncerpi^d, thej^e are soiae comrades, among thpm SIDr (STEIN) 
who refuse to accept an^? o^^ th$ injunctions of the c'onventipn 
against revisipijism^j I think the Convention dpes provide 
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the basis for our Party goin^ forward but I would be 
less than candid if 3r did not say that the main 
imperf ectlon, main ambigviites in the main resolution 
adopted^ by the Convention which I am sure that another 
Convention under calmer 5 more sober times will correct 
and strengtheno There ^'s just one thing bigger than 
the Convention^ and tliat is the Party its elf • 

Thera is too much tendency to t^ke the v^ords 
16th Convention and Vaake a dogma out of them^" I think 
we must never forget that the. Convention is for the 
purpose of advancing the role of the par ty^ teaching it 
to be more creative and unique in the application of 
its science here in Americajj* at the same time Jceeping 
us in contact with certain basic universa,l laws of 
I'^arxism which apply to all countries « 

I am sure that the next Convention will give 
even better tools* I think that BID in particular 
should be a little more critical of J0HM13Y GATES, He 
said that GATTS had done many good thin;'^g' in the Party 
as had many others who have left the Party during itg 
history, but JOHHtTy, in my opinion, used certain methods 
in our Party of blackmail, of intimidation, of terror, 
and that JOHNKI induced or helped political corruption 
in our party We are having to deal with this in the 
New York Di^triotj vAiioh w^'re confj^onted with in the 
'^Daily Worker*^ which ¥/e ha,VQ to be honest about and 
tell our Comrades about • We must draw open lessons 
from wh^t JOimm GATES hap done^ 

This question the freedom of discussion 
in thQ hands of jOHNM (tATES became a mockery. I iiever 
hea^rd anybo(^y in thQ history of our Party that got 
a^ay with what JOjHWKY GATE3' dido I never hgard a man 
insult the Nat3bpal^ Qommitt^e, meeting aftep meeti^ng^ 
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I never heard a wan issue open statements to the 
Capitalist press saying th9.t the whole National 
leadership of the Party was nothing but a bunch of 
dupes tlmt didntt -understand what his ideas were, I 
never heard such freedom of discussion, I never knew 
a man to talne the "Daily Vlforker" and deliberately as to 
editorials, follow a policy on a number of questions 
which we .knew our Party rejected. What CTOHNHY wanted 
to do is convert our Party thto a debatirjc society and 
I'm sorry to say, with all my good opinion of SID, ttat 
SID'S views sound like hq wan1;s- this Party to become a 
debating spciety, 

A Party program' must be written but how cafi 
you just -ijalk abstractly about a Party program as to whattg 
taking place in Amer-loa today-on the Heg-ro question, pn 
the peace quesUon- and the insp3,ration and the lift 
which the America,n people have gotten from the 
achievements of the Soviet Unipn and China and other 
countries* 

We mugt give credit to Comrades who have 
tried to bring ttiig question of revisionism before the 
Partyp whether It's POSTER or others-, Whatever' 
disagreements I may have with Blr,L (POSTER) I must say 
that BIDL fought very splendidly, to get our party to 
take a proper recognition of the whole question of the 
right danger, opportunists, and revisionists, We see 
now that worked but concr6t6'3,y , 

Ir^ofar as freedom of d?.scussion is concerned 
dontt forge-.:, SID, that I worked ih the National Committee 
prior to ,th:e conventionin a very decided mpnority- I 
have nptlilng in common, with these metiiods of bSbaokmail 
Which JOHHiW ^ATSIS veed, ^ ijuxj, 

We made ^ very serious mistake on (JOE) CLAH^ 
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The^Gomradea will recall I di-d not vote at the National 
Administrative Committee statement on CLARK. I would 
have voted fori' hira but for one thing, mainly the NAC 
refused to distinguish its own position from JOHHWY GATES. 
This added more oopfusion to the Party. ^^^^-^o., 

. - If we dontt talce advantage of GATES t wrons? 

ide^s, his leaving the party, to point out to the 
party concretely what we mean hy revisionism, iust as 
we've made some efforts to point out what we mean ' 

nTS^^^"'^*^® ^^""^ "^^^ '^"^ ^^-^^ -t^^ia leadership is 
not going to liave niych 9f a say, ' 

o„« 1. 4. "^^f i-'esignation of JomSM GATPJS h^s infusai 

m^.?r^L'^^Jr ^^gi^i^ J" ^'^'^ GEORGE CHARW and 

myself and other State leaders have been worried as to 

'^^"^^ ^^^s® -^a 0,000 in the" fund drive 
on the basis of three months. We have raised ;.->20,006 
almost in two weeks, Are we going to label that as a 
Dunoh of sectarlanisni or dogmatism? No J itfs because 
our party feels at last with the resignation of GATES 
It are pat for solidifying our Party, getting 

It into action, and on certain basic principals,/ 

4-v,- JATF.S left (the Party) because he has no base 
^® ^^'^^ stayed and fought ri'-^ht 

on but he's got no base in the Communist Party, He 
Sqrld^ Communist movement anywhere in the 

A. ^ GATES lied when he said he wfts not critical 
toward thQ soviet T3hion. U he isn?t anti Soviet there 
isn't a cow in Tessas, GATES never wag fc^onest with us. 
He used methods of complicity, 

v,«„ Whatever disagreements JACK STACHTL and I 

iaave^ on^ thing he sa^yd I consider vei^ important, th^t 
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it is not enough just to say revisionism ijow, 
revisionism ia quite different today from vifhat it was 
several years 'slqq„ Quiet different, "siD, from 
yoxir definition of revisionism that you read, at the 
State Committee, 

The second thing GATES did which is new, is 
his open collaboration vdth the capitalist Press* 
Vi/lien GATES spilled this story« and I always will believe 
it was GATES' that spilled th^t story, to the New York 
Post about the motion that I made on his removal- open 
collaboration with the Capitalist pres3» 

These are the new facts of revisionism which 
we.have to bring to oiir Party's raind. Some of the 
comrades ought to be a little more self critical about 
GATES, It isn't as thoiJgh GATES burst upon our p^rty 
without anybody warning our Party about what GATES v/as 
doing, I have often said about SI (GERSON) despite 
our differences, SI hAS a real fundamental Party 
consciousness and I feel that SI and I will end up more 
or less unanimous in a ftmdamental correct position^ 

DAVIS then niade a plea for Gomradship and 
an exchange of ideas, sa:5ing that he didn.'t go for 
this purge thing, and I don't know why eomrades keep 
plaoinig '^his baby at my door" • 

DAVIS said he iiyas/gel'ting the Party together 
aromd concrete issues, and said that the New York State 
Committee had spme very good decisions on this, such as 
helping the Worker, lifting i;he morale of the Party, 
rehabilitating, the Party, carrying through an aff ecti-v^ 
registration of the P^rty, He said that they had a 
very good woman Comrade in oxa? St^te Board whom he has 
differences with," but said she loves the Party, Comrade 
IDA (POSKER) from ghoes (industrial),. Continuing, DAVIS 
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said tha.% such Comrades have a place in the Party and 
in the Party leadership « 

He concluded by saying that he hopes the 
results of this meeting will be placed before the 
national Committee and tlmt they will draw^ lessons 
from it and tell the Comrades what we mean by dogmatism 
and pevisionisttio 

Re niarks of I..LIZABETK Gnra:j:y 

FLIZABEi^H (JUOLEY JLXNN then spoke and said 
that she vtfoitLd read an article she had prepared on 
JOHWi^Y GATLS ^nd remarked that there was one other 
subject that $he would like to develop more fully, 
and that is the attitude JOHNIJY took at the meeting 
on the trials;o {Smith Act)* 

"You rememb'er he said it was because of 
such language in our Constitution that we f^ot fiye 
year sentences u That^s a very interesting remark 
and could bear a c^ood deal of analysis as to whether 
or not we were sentenced tp prison, because of language , 
What were the factors that contributed to our 
prosecution and to our imprisonment? This is too long 
a subject for me to undertake now* 

According to the informant, PLYNW then 
proceeded to read an article which s?ae apparently had 
written^ saying tlrnt last Saturday night a group of 
about 20 v/orkers and their v/iv^s gathered in a home 
in Eastern Pennsylvania^ She gald it was really ' 
Pairless Hill which is a company town of the Pairless 
Plant, but did not want to mention the exact location* 

She said thig group included two gne time 
Section organl^^ers of the Qommunist Party, two unemployed 
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anthracite coal miners, several ziori party syrapathizers » 

PLYNH^s article continued to the effect that 
the above mentioned group watched the interview of 
JOimm GATDS by UJhl: WiSCiLACE on T^V. FE-YM criticized 
GATES ^ demeanor and contrasted his frightened attitude 
with the table poundin,<3^a.^^gressive manner he had shown 
in hia la^t days in the Fax'ty* She stressed the 
contemptuous attitude V/ALLACT'; took tov/ard GATES 
and said a self respecting man would have v/alked 
out 

PliYl'in then pointed O-Ut that V/ALLACL made 
a fool of GATES and said it was immoral of GATES to 
continue as editor of the "Daily Worker" and leader 
in the Party when he no :!.onger believed in. the Party, 
She said GATIiS must have made arrangements for the 
V/allace show and his series of articles in the 'iTew 
York Post" before his resignation^' 

FIiYM said that the group turned off the 
T,V^ set and continued ,thbir meetings' They discussed 
the. Mo Garran Act cases and the problem of the 
v/orkers in the locality, aM although many ^ere not 
employed, they raised over t30oOO for the paper ♦ 

They said very little about GATES* It was 
like something painful and indecent and the less said 
the better* 

PTiYNN mentioned,, concerning GATES, that 
the words of an old irisli baXlad kept running through 
her mind* "You haven ?t an arm and you haven tt a leg, 
yqu^re an Irish^chioken mistake, youfll have to be put 
in a bowl to bake, Oh JOOT I hardly knew you". 



^ 17 ^ 



NY 100-80641 

Remarks of EUGEJBE BENKIS 

ilua$mjx>>v»vuamiM.m4Uni*M tJHt.-mu^mtMt.rtBmn.^tuW-'t ^i^tKmscMtatt^-fumtcMma 

jyUQEM DRMIS then spoke and said it would 
be a mistake to consider the GATES incident as merely 
a by product of a crisis in the Party, That would 
be failing to note a new phase in the Party ^s internal 
struggle He said there has been a healthy reaction 
to the GATI;S incident in the Party in that Comrades 
want to protect and defend the Party and to fight 
for the Pa^rty and its principals* 

said it must be iiiade ol^^ar tp' 
everyone both inside and outside the Pa??ty, that GATES 
waa a rcvisionist-a classical example of a revisionists 
DLHNIS said that after STALIN^s death and the removaX 
of luALEMCOV, GATES t attitude was that this was 
merely a strugsl© ^ov pov/er^. DEroiS said he and GATES 
had sharp debates on this. 

He said h§ and GATES ha^. diametrically 
opposite estimate^ of the Coup dt etat in la^t Berlin 
and that there v^ere several days xvhen they were not 
on speaking terras* 

DLNNIS aaid that GATLS was way out in left 
field on a hos.t of things and tlaat when BOB {THOMPSOInT) 
came dovm (to Atlanta p;rison?) and informed them of 
the jist of thQ resolution in December > 19^2, and 
up to 19^14^ JOHH wag way to the left '\ae md BOB). * 

PLJfNIS then mentioned GATT3S ? advocacy of • 
the Association at the Oonventio?i, He said th^v^ v/as 
alvirays the recurrent themt? of GATES saying the Party 
was throtish, and then someth-j.n(j wotild happen and he 
(GATES) would give the Party anotl^Ler chance ^ DEMIS 
said GATES v/as actuaH^' out to trans forffi the' Party ^ 
GATES chase to region wheii he did not merely because of 
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"Daily 

the suspensj,on of the / uoi»ker" but because he knew 
he could no longer fight effectively within the Party 
for his basic position witli ^nT prospect of winning. 

Drmnrs noted that \/hen (JOL) STAROBIil, 

I K IIOV/ARD) PAST, and (JOE) CLARK 

resigned, GATES took no issue vdth their non Marxist 
and anti Larxist views « Di HFXS said that the 
revisionist problems in Communist Parties all over the 
world were caused by the Crisis in Hungary and in 
Poland, 

D:CNWIS said that somethinr? (article) was 
sent out by the Central Committee of the Hungarian 
Party, but GATLS refused to publish it because he said 
the EADAR regime was a puppet regime and was a military 
diotatorshipi, 

DENNIS concluded by saying that th$ party 
must overcome their isolation and urged Party unity. 

The meeting adjo.urned at 7 s30 Hf , 
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•OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 
FROM 



SAC, NEW YORK ( 100-^26603 -C40) 

#12-10 



DATE: 2/11/^8 



SA 



SUBJECT: BRONX COUNTY CP 
IS-C 

Ideptiby of source 

Dai?e of Activity- 
Date Received 
Received by 
Original located 



VPM 

l/22aS 



who has furnished 
info in past (conceaL) 



ytmost c are must be us ed in handlljig and reporting 
the foll ow ing Information in order to""proteGt the identity 
of the informant. '"' 



A copy of informant's report follows: 



1 r. 



( PERSONAL ATTENTION ) (#12-10 ) 
1 - NY 100-25503-C1931 (HUNTS POINT-TREMONT BLVD. SEC. BRONX 

COUNTY CP) (#12-10) 
100-131482 (HARRY MELOPF CENTER) (#12-10) 

100-62881 (LmiiSE-jaAmiEz) (#12-10) 

100-128796 I [ .(#12-^1Q) 
100-123460 (CELIA VOSK) (#12-10) 
100-112292 (ANN BITTMAN) (#12-10) 
100-125124 (REAH BAGDAD) (#12-10) 
100-74453 (BERNARD CHAZANOW) (#12-10) 
100-126967 (OSCAR LNli), (#12-10) 
100-76315 /AMNIF. MATTlS0MYf^a2-lQ\ 

100-72253 I K #lg-10V 
97-169 (DAILY W0RICER)(#7> 

100-26603-01953 (CULTURAL CLUB, HUNTS POINT TREMONT 

BLVD.. SEC;, BRONX COUNTY CP) (#12-10) 
JEMlffi-JiASEiMLLl (,f 12-10 ) 
_J #12-10 



NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
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b7C 

b7D 



1 - NY 

J^- NY 
<D- NY 
1 - NY 
1; - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 



100-81658 
100-19045 
100-4931 
100-80638 
100-84756 

100-85233 
iOO-121626 



CP, USA) (#19) 

CP, USA DIST #2, MEMBERSHIP) (#19) 
SOPHIE LNU-belieyed to be $OPHIE EPSTEIN)#12- 
DORA LNU-believed to be DORA FRBIDKAS) (#12-10 
(ROSE LNU, age 53> 15yps, in CP, housewife, 
member fiunts po-init-Tremant-s-Blvd , Sec, 
Bronx CP) 

NY lQ0-il976l (HYMAN LNU, age 65 > 20 yrs . in ^ 



10 
) 



carpenter, raernber Huht? Poifit- 
S^c., Broh3C CP) 
1 - NY 1Q0^26603-C40 

RO-,MIM 
(23) 
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Date of report Jan. 15^ 1958 

At the special Hunts Point, Tremont, Boulevard 
section membership meeting, held at the Harry Meloff Center, 
on E. 180 th St. and Mohegan Ave* on Thursday nighh Jfl.n- 
the following people were present, Louise Sanchez, 
Cella Vosk, An f^ -Rlttman, Peah Ra gdad. Ben Chasnaw, USftaP, 



b6 
b7C 



Annie Mattison, 



She 1 ton Maddox, 



The meeting did not start until after nine o'clock 
and then Louise called the meeting to order, she asked for 
nominations from the floor for a chairman for the meeting. 



sh6 
good 




inated but declined saying she did not feel so 
ras nominated and accepted. 



He read the agenda which consisted of only One 
point and that was the Daily Worker, and the raising of funds 
for it. 



called oh me to give a report oh the Daily -Worker 
and whfe.t; was said last night. 



I gave a comprehensive report on what was said at 
],ast nights meeting, a meeting sponsored by the Bronx County 
Section Committee meeting, it was pointed out that the Da^ly 
worker was in dire straits, tlr;at it wa? losing money, that 
after considerable discussion it was agreed by the stockholders 
to discontinue the Daily because of these and other losses. 
The loss in membership was a great contributing factor toy/ard 
the discontinuance of the Daily. 

''At present it has to raise $60,000 immediately and 
I am happy to say that the Counties of the Bron^^ Bklyn. and 
Manhattan have pledged to raise this money as soon as 
possible within the next few weeks. 

The need for dlscpntinuing the Daily was agreed upon 
in order to strengthen. the gunday worker, which is going to be 
published weekly ai^d to a greater extent, more features, more 
news cover^.ge Natipnaly, etc. 
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A In conclusion I urged that we set an example here 

tonight ana take a quota either personally or on a club 
scale, but nevertheless we should not go away from her 
without doing so. " ■• 

I personally pledged $20.00 and as for my club 
most of them are here and I will let them speak for themselves 

Louise and DOth added a little to what I had to 

say, but Louise said' una u' as far as raising money goes we 
should try and have a party, either house or theatre as a 
good way to raise money, as for personal pledges she as an 
individual is in no position to give any, nor car> she speak 
night ^ until she meets with them possibly on Monday 

Ben Chasanow said, after conferring with Oscar and 
one other member of his club, that his club, the Cultural, 
would pledge $100.00. 

-, ^ , ^ Bittman pledged aboiit twenty-five dollars, Reah 
pledged te'n or fifteen. Celia speaking for her and a f4w ' 
other people in her immediate group pledged $50,00 or more. 

The amount pledged amountea -to nearly $300.00, the 
amount which the Section pledged was between thf»ee hundred 
and three hundred and fifty dollars. 



because 



spoke and said that she feels very bitter 

^ -grwmtfnths of silence with no one contacting her, 
she is now called on tl>e. phone and asked to come to a meeting 
Where, funds are discussed. Someone is respons ible for this and 
she does not think it very thoughtful of them. 



continued to heap her anger especially toward inn aeotion 

leadership and said that this i.e one of the reasons t^hat the 
membership is falling away, and we should be more considerate 
Of our members if we are to continue tp hold them in the Party 
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She has read more in the Daily Press, the so called 
Capitalist Press tha^ she can gather iri the Daily or Sunday 
worker, or fof* that "matter from her own Section 



as she e:x:nlfilnfiri 



b6 

got up and walked out a>f ter her talk bec ause b7c 

to me earlier she 



ad to leave ea:rly. 



Ben Chasanow agreed with her and it was not a very 
nice thing to do to call and invite her to a fund raising 
meeting, after hot opntacting her in several months. Whether 
it was intentional or not it did not appeal to him nor | | 
for that matter, aa one who attended peveral sessions of the 
recent Section and County Conventions she should have been 
notified of any meeting much earlier than this. 

Louise went on to explain that the Section has 
undergone a change in recent months, Pxwk Hashmall has not 
functioned in months because he is presently attending night 
school 3 and the burden has beeri on her shoulders plus Nat 
and Sal as a Section Committee, 

ShsJtias been unable to get the membership list frpw 



)ecause she was very ill therefore 



she has no knowledge of who is in the Party or out. 

She has attended County Gomiriittee meetings, and we 
have had a, few Section Cpmip-ittee meetings but until we can 
get the membership list she only Imows a few first names 
which mean nothing to her. 

Of over 250 narnes or members in this Section over 
1 year ago^ we now have—ahmiiL-LDO members, but we will not 
actually^ until shq see | [ and she is def jnitly going 

to see her over this weekend. . If she does then she will have 
a Club organisers or anypn^ else that wants to come, at her 
house this Tuesday Jan. l4 at 8 2 30. ' ^ 



^ ^ 
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Ther_ continued discussion from the floor on the 
Daily and the raising ot funds, and everyone promised to go 
out and raise personally or otherwise their quota and if 
possible more. 

The question of registration was brought up briefly 
and after the meeting I registered most of my people. The 
requirements for registration y^eve that dues must be paid 
through Deo. 195^. If no record of dues is available then 
some concessions must be made so that the member assumes some 
responsibility. There will be no assessment as in previous 
years . 



Louise and 
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explained further the report which b7c 
at last nights meeting and stressed how 



was made by the speakers _ ^ 

Bronx County has pledged $4,000^ $2,000 of which was borrowed and 
turned .over to the Daily Worker * 

After the meeting I registered the following people; 

1 r- Annie Mattison, age 6o, (over), 20 years in the Party, 
dressmaker local 22. , 

2 - Reah Bagdad, age 53^ 30 years in the Party, 
Housewife, Fraternal Club. 

3 ^ myself. 

4 - Celia Vosk, age 24-f 34 years in the Party, 
charter member, housewife. 

5 - Sophie, - age 24-4-, 34 yeav^ in Party,, housewife. 

6 - Dora - 244 ^ age, 7 years in Party housewife. 

7 - Eva Forrest, 63> 10 yrs . in Party, dressmaker 
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Rose - 53 yrs. I5 yrs . in Party, housewife. 

Hyman ~ 65 yrs. old, 20 years in Party, Carpenter. 

Ann Bittman age 50, 20 yrs. in Party ~ housewife. 



I told Louise that I would give her this regis- 
tration to her on Tuesday night. 

, Louise asked Celia to come, .but she said it was 

to__ fay for her, Louise asked me if I would drive her over 

Tuesday night, I said I would call her on the phone before 
I left my house. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO: 

FROM: 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-01214 Sub G) DATE: 2/13/58 

(12^16) 

SA JAMES P, HALLERON (?) 



SUBJECT:. 



CP^ USA 
TENANT CLUB 
IS - c 



Identity of Source 

Description of 
Info 

Date Received ' 

.Received By 

Original Located 



who has furnished 



b7D 



reliable info in past* 
(conceal) 

1/17/58 



1/24/58 

SA JAMES P. -HALLERON 



Utmost care must be used in handling and 
reporting the following information in "order to protect 
the identity of the informant, ' 



1~NY 
1-NY 

1-NY 
1-NY 
^NY 

T-NY 

i^m 

1-NY 
i-NY 
l-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
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,100-'^6603-C12l4) (CP, HARLEM) (l2-l6) 
100-82206) (BILL STANLEY) (l2-l6) 
100-133666) (PAULINA LNU) (12-16) 
100-90472} (DAVE KING) (12-16) 
■100-17923 (JOHN GATES) (19) 
100-18065) (JACK STATCHEL.) (19) 
100^4931) (CP, USA) (19) 
(100-50090) (SID STEIN) (19) 
'100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (19) 
'100-23825) (BEN DAVIS) (19) 
,100- • ) (bill LAWflENCB)- (i2-*a.6) 
(100-118649) (HAflLEM TENANT COUNOiL) (7-2) 
■'97^l69)- (DAILY - WORKER ) ■ 
100-25857) (PAUL ROBESON) (12-15) 
100-26603'»C12l4 Sub G) (12-16) 



JPH:ur(ie 
(16) 
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By report dated 
info regarding subject club» 



b7D 



furnished 



A copy of informant's report follows: 



a mefi-hinp- nnf 



Tenant Club of the C,P,- 




Points on the agenda were, 

Johnny G ates resignati on and the effect 
upon the C.P. future , \ [ stated that Johnny 

Gates resignation was long overdue ^ because he was 
alrealy discredited, due to the long hassle Gates, 
anri h1 fhiip wers were v/aging within the CP rank. 

stated that Jack S tache l said that Johnny 
beffn f 1 rfifl , instead of allowing him to 
stated that the National 



Sh6uld have 
resigned^ 



Executive Committee nwrriedly came to New York, when 
rumors were heard within the C,P» National Boards that 
Johnny Gates were to be fired. The N.E.C. came to soften 
Johnny Gates_^ tension within the Party ranks. With 3id 
Stein, and Eugen0 Dennis, leading the way. ' However 
when it was gip^arent that the C<P, was going to fire 
Johnny Gates, word got around to Gates, and thus lib 
immediately resigned. 



2 ^ 
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p tated that Gale ' s resignation 
is a healthy ■cning ror the C.P., as hovj the CP, oan 
concentrate on the Marxist Lonlnlsm theory 'of Socialisiii 
without discord within the Party. 



b7D 



. Istated that since this internal 

hassle been going, on y/ithin the C.P, rank^ all functionaries 
and workers at ths National Board office have received 
little or no pay for the week to 10 days. As an example 
of this, Ben Davis ^ only received f 25*00 of his last 
week pay check, and it was- announced that Ben Davis, 
wife gave birth to a 9 lb_ baby girl this week.. 



donate a brail^ watch to 



Requested the Tenant Club to 
"the son of Bill • Lawrence^ (who 



is blind) as a gesture of gratitude to the-work of 
Bill l,ax>rrence in the Tenant Council at 306 Lenox Ave., 
whn wnrkn inji - tlredlngly for the Harlem Tenant Comicil , 

stated that Bill Lawrence is -not a Communist, 



ne aoesn't work for them or against them, and for oyer the 
past .2 yrs_ Bill Lawrence has kept the Harlem Tenant 
Council together because of his valiant efforts. The 
Tenant Club, then donated $6,50 for a 11.00 brail watch, 
the bala nce to be taken out <pf the Club Treasury, I 

^jp^ill ■'^he v/atch from tho Associated BlixTha 

l6th Street, and present it to Bill Lavrrence 



on E 

nexfweek. 



■ b tated that the Tenant Club, 

should appoint an Educational Director and a club - 
chairman, and he suggested that | Ire vi member 



become the Educational Director, and 
the club chairman, agreed. 
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took over the chair of the 
mi^h, aTj)d c'aiiea ror a I'xh&ncial Report of the Club. 

i mad^ a financial report^ the Tenant Club has 
^I'd^uu paid in froft dues, and $58,00 paid in on the Fund 
Drive . 



b7D 



(new member) stated that since the 



Club, c an n ot at present get an education^,! speaker 
from the State Board of the C,P, he shall plan a course 
of study to be submitted at th^ next meeting, agreed. 



^ ^ stated that Paul Robeson is 

coming out; wit;n a new Dobk ^^Where I Stand;,'' and the 
County & Regional Committees of the CP. wants all the 
active clubs to plan a c a.mpalgn f or the sales of this 
book when it is released ^ "[ now member) will meet 

with a special committee ror -cne sales of this book by 
Paul Robeson^ and bring back a report to tHe club,, 

The time being 11:15 PM the meeting was 
adjourned by the chairman 
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b7C 
b7D 



Source 
Reliability 



(proteofc by T symbol) 
wno has furnished reliable' 



information in the past 
Date of Activity I/8/58 

Date Received 1 /13/58 

Received by , ~l 

Location 



The information in this report 'should not be 
disseminated outside the Bureau unless it is ' paraphrased. 
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By written report dated 1/^2/58, 

informablon regarding a Bronx c Juiii.^ (jt itiaa4 rship 
meeting held on I/8/58, at the Meldff Center, E. I80th 
St. and Mohegan Aye., Bronx, NY. 

4 -"^^ noted that a number of persons reported 

iL^M^/!^v^ J^' ^^"^^^ 1 ""^^^ ^^v® previously been 

m?!^rfr*^4^^L_,^Jafter examining photographs. 
I?f following armiose he has previously identified in 
this fashion: 



Reported as 

1. HOWARD (LNU) from 
Allerton or No^'theast 
Sect. 

•2. LEO (LNU) 

3. CELL (LN U), LEO'S wife 
(LNU) 



p-pft v1 on Ri y identified by 

as 



4. 



HOWARD PEINSTEIN 

LEO JCOSDAN 

CELIA KOSDAN 
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In addition 



csTTTRT'y-R'R on"i 7Tn7^«^"'-^n J^^^ cohtacted by SA ANDREW 

bi^KiZER on l/io/sa, ana was shown photographs of various 

indivirtliaiR Irnnt.m ^r, V^a 4^ i,L_ t^.-° «^ i — 



individuals known to be aqtive in the Bronx CP.I" 
identified the following photographs as also be ln^ yrbaem;.. 



1. WILLIAM KRAMER - set out in the report as BILL (LNU), 
the new County Press Director from the Northeast. 

2. ROSE WEINSTOgK set out in the report as ROSE fLNU) 
from the Hungarian Club. \ '■^^j 
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3. 



as he does nov icnow ner name. 



-not included in the report 



4, NAN - not included in the report 
as he does not Icnow her name. 

5. IDA ELIENBOGEN set out in the report as 
IDA (LNU) the Financial Secretary & Membership Director, 
Bronx County CP. 



I* c 



also orally advised SA 



that 



the I* Wxw mentjidned ' in this report is iuViNG KLEIN, 
who was also present at the meeting. 



b6 
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Date of report Jan. 12, 1958 



On Wednesday e^jnlrig Jan. 8 I attended a Bronx 
county Section Committee Meeting of the Communist Party, at 
the Earry Meloff Center, located at E. l8oth St. and Mohegan 
Ave;, 

This meeting consisted of the Bronx County leadership, 
plus the Section organizers of the eight or nine Sections of 
Bronx County plus the Section staffs of these Sections, and 
a few other people from the Daily Worker and the State. 

The total n-umber of people present was about 
thirty-five people some of whom were, George Watt the 
Ne^ Yorjc State Organizational secretary, Charlie Hendly 
a stockholder of the Daily Worker,, Ben Addes the acting 
Bronx Chairman, Ida - the Bronx County finance and 
membership director. Lou ise Sanchez the East Bronx Section 
organizer. ! I Howard - from the Allerton or 

North Eapt Section, Oscar - from the East Bronx Section in 
Ben Char; :!ultural Club, Leo and his wife. Ceil, he 
formerly K^rk ed for the Ne w York City Transit System as a 

ticket agent, r~ | Sam Nesson, Rose - from the ■ 

•Hungarian Club in the FQrdham Sec^Ton of the Bronx, a 

from the North East v/ho later volunteered to be the BrOnx 
County Press director. 

When I got there about eight thirty there wer^ 
at least fifteen or twenty people there already, I spoke 
with Oscar from my Section and mentioned the fact that I 
thought he had moved to to Brooklyn, but he said that he 
has lived in the Bronx for the'3.ast twenty-five years, that 
I must be mistaken, but I tpld him that %s wh^t I heard at 
one of our 3ectiori staff piaetings. 
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He is here tonight because Ben Chasanow is ill 
and he is here in his place. I asked him if he knew about to- 
morrow nights meeting and he saj-d he did he will be here 
and he will contact Ben by phone tonight and see if he will 
come. 

Oscar said he is kept very busy what with meetings 
of his cultural group, a non Party club, holding forums 
etc, and coming here tonight, he also has his own business 
to attend to, but he is very interested in this .work so 
he does not mind. 

I also savf Celia vosk hero tonight, she told me 
that her group was meeting in another room, not a. party club 
but a fraternal club meeting, she told me that Esther 
Scheffer was here too, and that Esther wanted to place an 
ad in the Daily or Sunday Worker in reference to the death 
of her brother a few weeks ago. 

She said that I should ivord the ad and she would 
show it t%> Esther fpr her approval and then give me ten 
$10.00 toward placing the ad in the paper. I worded it 
as follows "In Memory of my brother who died recently, " 
'^Esther," 

. It was satisfactory to Esther and 'I told Celia 
I would turn the money and notioe^to Louise and she would 
give it to a person in the County who would have the ad 
placed. 

The time was n^aring nine o'clock and the room 
was getting filled so Louise assumed the role of temporary 
chairlady and called the meeting to order and then asked 
for nominations from the floor for ^ chairman for this meeting. 
Ida was nominated, and seconded, Lpuise was nominated and 
seconded, nominations, were closed* Ida declined, ^nd Louise 
accepted . 
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Louise said that the following agenda was proposed, 
the selection of a ch^lrrnan^ a report by Ben Addes, the 
Bronx County ohairijian, on organization in Bronx'^ounty, and 
a discussion on the report. . 

This agenda was ^qcept^d and seconded then Louise 
called on Ben to give his report. 

Ben said that he had four points to his report, 
first, a few remarks on the 12 Party statements of the 12 
Eureopean Communist Part-ies, Yugoslavia not included, and in 
this regard the New York Times had an article on this 12 
Party statement in this mornings paper (Wed. Jan 8). 

2. T A report on the i?ecent statement by the Calif ornian 
leadership of the Comniunist Party criticising the New York 
State or rather the Ne^tiojial Committee for not following the 
mandate and resolutions of the National Convention. 

3. - A report of great Importance to every Communist, 
and this only after serious discussion ty the leaders of the 
Party and very recently by the Brpn?c OPURty Committee, a 
report on the Daily Worker which Is suspending publication 
as of Monday J^n. 13, the 34 anniversary oiE" founding of the 
Ds;ily Worker. 

4. - A report on o\ir Party registration in Bronx County. 

Of the four reports he is only going to touch 
briefly on the first two and then to discuss thoroyghly 
the other two. 

Oh the twelve party statements it is of great 
"^is^af i.cance to e?icl^ and every one of us that we reiid this 
statement,, this will be printed arid distrlljuted to every 
member, it wll^ ^is.Q ipe in the Dec. pojltlpal Affairs, the 
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official Party publication, it should be a basis for discussion 
in our Sections and clubs with everyone taking part. 

Also on the recent staterr.ent by the Communist Party 
of California, to our National Ccmraittee, is of importance 
to every one of us, it has stirred up a great discussion 
among our leaders, and there is much dissention there. The 
charge is that the Party here is not carrying out the 
resolutions of the recent Convention. 

Literature on this will -also be printed and 
distributed to each and every one of us, and the discussions 
are also continuing on a National, State, and County level. 

Also in this regard rumors are that John Gates is 
fighting a losing fight and may resign from the Party over- 
matters of policy and continuing dissension among the top 
leadership, but until something official happens we 6annot 
take stock in rumors . 

Now in regard to the Daily Worker, it is with 
deep regret that after careful study and much discussion 
by the State Committee, by the National Committee and. by the 
Bronx County Committee and also by the stockholders of the 
Daily, we are forced to consent to the suspension of 
publication of the Daily as of Jan. 13. Monday the last day, 
and also on the 34th Anniversary of the Daily. 

We are forped to do this because the Party membership 
has declined greatly, this v/as the main source of revenue 
because of this decline, subscribers haye fallen off and to 
note a subscriber to the Daily paid about $12.00 per year, 
while a subscriber to fch^ Sunday, fj)3.50, so ypu see that by 
losing subscribers to the Daily we iQst almost four times 
as a Sunday subscriber. 
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Another reason fvr this forced suspension is to save z 
the Sunday Worker^ another reason i? that that we never depended 
on advertisers to pay for our paper, and lastly that we are 
in great dslit. 

When the Daily was reduced from eight pages to the 
present four, we thought that we would save money, but we were 
in heavy debt then and we did not come out of it. We had 
intentlones of changing from our rotory .presses to a 
t^iat bed press, but this entailed spending about 15 to 20 
thousand dollars, and this we dfl npt have so this was 
another reason for our decision to suspend publication. 

As of now we must raise $60,000 dollars immediately 
to pay our debts, and in' this regard at a Bronx County 
Committee meeting held last Saturday Jan. 4, it was agreed 
that our shar^ toward this deficit would be |4000. We went 
out and borrowed $2,000 and turned it over to the. Daily 
Worker, the other $2,000 was to be raided within the next 
few weeks. . ^ 

Ben cited certain sections of the Party who declined 
to contributed toward the support of the Daily Worker, because 
i3hey disagreed to go along with the editorial' policy of the 
paper, they disagreed with it altoget)ier, and this, was a 
large factor toward its downfall. This segement of the 
Party was the waterfront section and they openly said so in 
defiance of the National Convention resolution. 

When thQ Daily Worker susp|ends publication, John 
Gates will leave the paper as editor, Alan Max, Abner Berry, 
Lestor Rodney and a few others will go, vfhile George Morris, 
Mca;ill and Virginia Gardner will remain in their respective 
capacities, as labor editor, foreign editor and feature 
writer. 
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The Sunday Worker v/ill continue to publish and it 
will be enlarged vrith many features until" such time that the 
Daily can be published again, 

Ben also said that the Brooklyn Section fell down 
in its support of the pa31y and only after groat discussion 
were they convinced to j-aise the necessary quota to meet the 
current expense. 

On the other point on th6 agenda Ben reported 
'that the regis trat/ion drive which has been going on fpr the 
past few months, has not brought in the necessary results, 
that the Sections have not turned in their registered people 
and as of this moment we have no idea just what our 
membership is, so we urge each and every one to go out and 
raise funds for the Daily and to go out and register' 
our people. We must visit those comrades who have dropped 
out within the last year, those who showed an indifference within 
that period, those who hav? not been to club meetings in a 
long time, and just^%o, because of the failure of the leader- 
ship to give leadership, or for some other valid reason even 
though they have mg,ny questions which ^re unanswered, these 
people must be visited not once but twice or three times 
and urged to register. 

The only requirement is that they agree to join a 
club, pay their dues and take part in discussion as required 
by the Constitution of th? Communist Party. 

We must pay particular attention to those who have 
left the Party, or showed an indifference during the past period, 
because these people were our leading cache in our Party at 
one time. 

On the discussion that followed various views 
were expressed, Howard- frojn Northest s^id that we should 
pass a resolution here tonight? tp the effect that- Bronx 
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County Communist Party lay plans for a plan of action mainly 
around the issue of Peaoe^ banning nuolear -weapons, 
against the A. and H. bomb. In this regard tables can be 
set up all over the Bronx with petitions and. literature. 

Sam Nesson said that we should discuss the 
possibility of forming Assembly districts on the 
Communist Party - instead of having clubs, Sections, etc. 
In this way every one will have the opportunity of knowing 
what goes on in the Party from the top down, It will 
.eliminate the need of pepple getting their Information 
from many sources, County to Section- to Club to member, • 
everyone would go to their assembly district meeting and 
responsible leaders gf cur Party will give first hand reports 
of .whatever discussion, indifference or whatever have you 
of importance, 

-Ida, spoke on the Recline o£ membership in Bronx 
County from 1,062 members in the past year to 400 end urged 
that we go out and visxt each and every member of the 
Communist Party v/ho was registered in the past few years and 
discuss with them any differences they may. have, and if 
they want to register to make concessions as to their 
dues, but at no avail tp go away without a prorais or 
registering them either theh or on another visit."" 

A Bill from North East suggested that we in Bronx 
county revert back to the older. days and elect people to 
responsible positions in the Party such as a Bronx County 
Press director, a Bronx County Educational director, a 
Bronx County Literature director, a Bronx County financial • 
direction and so on down to the Sections, this will insure 
a constant contact with -each member making them fell ' 
responsible, and in this way no one will left out of '.our 
organization. 

In response to this Ida said that there are not 
enough people available in leadership, she fgr instance ■ 
has three positions in Bronx County, flnanpial membership 
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and another which I do not know of at present, so until 
we ge't more people we have to function as best we can. 

Ida asked Bill to volunteer to one of these 
positions whether it he Press, Educational, literature 
and he agreed to accept the Press directorship of Bronx 
county. It was agreed unanimously to accept him to his 
position. 

^J^^pe was a discussion by Leo - from the South east. 
Who said that as a member of the Bronx County Committee and als© 
a representative to the State Committee he attended the 
recent meetings of these two bodies and he declines to go 
along with their decisions. He abstained from voting because he 
did not agree with what Jack Staohel ^aid at the recent State 
committee meeting. • . 

This statement was in connection with the 
regis terat icq, where It v/as proposed that we visit the 
leading cadre in the Party that dropped out and sort of 
place them in groups by themselves. Leo strongly ooposed 
this and abstained from voting for this resolution,' the 
^'^^^^^^^"^^^^^ passed hQwever and this angered Leo who also 
said that the leadership of the Party is still feeding amond 
themselves and not showing the proper leadership to its ~ 
members . 

It is rumored that John Gates is leaving the Party, 
^^^^y soing to cease publishing, all 
this information comes to us from the Capitalist press, we 
are not told anything why? Why do we have to get our scoopes 
from other sources?, why. do we not get it from our leadership? 

Leo inferred by his talk that news is being withheld , 
from him and from the membership deliberately by the leader- 
Slip and this is contrary to the National Convention. 
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He was answered by Ben Addes who again reviewed 
the meeting Leo ims referring too., and that he, in his 
repprb gave all the facts as he saw them, withholding nothing 
from, this body, that according to the recent National Conven- 
tion resolution on Democratic Centralism each and every 
one of us can disagree with policy or any other matter, but 
once the Party make a decision then we cannot go against 
that decision. 

Ben gave an account of the last County Committee 
meeting or rather the special Committee meeting on the 
suspension of the Daily Worker last w^ek end, he was called 
to attend this meeting, he was asked to contact others 
such as George Watt, John Gates was supposed to attend, 
.Ben Davis was supposed to attend and others, but because it 
was a last minute meeting it turned out that most of the 
people were out of town, so the representation at this 
meeting .was such that those who leaned tp the left were 
present, while those who leaned to the right were very 
poorly represented. 

This oddily enough was not done intentionaly but 
it could very easily appear to be so . — 

Ceil, who I think is Leo's vjife, arose with anger 
in h^r eyes arid defended Leo by saying that the reason 
for much of our trouble in pre -convention days vms just 
that, that we did not have the right to criticise the 
leadership of the Party. 

And now that we have that right we are again 
cri1?ieised for disagr^eiriig with the leadership, if we "have- 
Democratic Centralism in the Party then we can and must 
criticise whenever we seQ fit to ^o so. 

Louise announced that another such meeting would be 
held one month from tonight, the time and place will be 
announced at a lat$p date. At th^t time we will discuss the 
12 Party statements and, the California statement against the 
Nat. Committee.. 
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It was also announced that a special meeting of 
the New York State Committee would be held this coming 
weekend on Saturday. 



to 



I gave Louise six dollars for a previous meeting 
to pay to I, Klein for the hall^ and she was to get $6,00 
more from Ben Addes for tonights meeting. 

told me previous that it would cost 
sixteen dollars for the thi^ee meetings^ the previous one, 
tonights and tomorrow nights meeting. 

Tomorrow night the Section memhership, Hunts 
Point J Tremont, Boulevard Section, would meet to give 
a report on tonights meeting. 

The next speaker introduced by Eouise was Charlie 
Hendly, a stockhQlder of the Daily Worker and one who has 
fought consistently to keep publishing the paper. 

Charlie gave us a -detailed account of an emergency 
meeting, which was held lapt Saturday Jan, 4, by the 
Stockholders of the Daily Worker and where much discussion 
was held, there were pros and cons about whether the paper 
should keep publishing or not. It was deceided after much 
discussion to ^ispontinue the Daily Worker, as of Jan. 13, 
the 34 Anniversary of the fdimding of the paper, and by 
doing this we concluded that we could strengthen the Sunday 
worker, 

The Sunday Worker would be expanded from its 
present form to about twenty or tv/enty four pages ♦ Some of 
the present writers would leave the paper and a suitable 
force would remain. ^ 

Also .in the Sunday Worker there would appear news 
from other States such as Detroit, California etc. which 
did not appear in our Sunday VJorker before. 
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Therefor ■ by discontinuing the Daily we hoped 
to strengthen the Sunday Worker , this would also mean that 
we would have to double our efforts to obtain subs 
because otherwise we would have to discontinue the 
Sunday Worker too, 

As it is now a Daily sub brings in $12.00 and a 
Sunday sub brings in $3.50 so we can eee that we are losing 
money even now and that getting subs for the,Svinday Worker 
is a must foi* everyone. 

Charlie also gai'e us a financial picture and that of 
course was the raising of $60,000 immediately, and as was 
reported by Ben Addes this was pledged by the Counties of 
the ^ronx, Manhattan and Brooklyn. 

This is not the only defecit that is outstanding, 
there is about another $100,000 whTch must be raised for 
severence pay, vacations etc. for the workers who are leaving 
us plus other expense which were 3,ncurred during the past year 

Charlie pledged his all, to continue to fight for 
a reopening of our Daily and urged all of us to do likewise, 
also for all Sections and Clubs to meet and discuss this 
important work of the Party and to raise the necessary funds 
so that day in the not too distant future w^ can again 
publish our " Daily. " 

The next speaker was George Watt, the organizational 
Sec. of the State Committee of the Communist Party, and when 
introduced by Louise he said that he was not prepared to give 
a report, but he would give us a brief accoimt of some of 
the recent meetings which he attended, where discussion 
about the Daily Worker took place. 
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Before beginning he would like to sg^y that the 
report by Addes was correct in every respect and that he 
was not hiding or trying to cover up or deceive this body 
as v;as Inferred by one ,of the speakers (Leo). Ben Addes 
did inject some personal remarks in his talk but these 
opinions did not change the meaning of the meetings 
mentioned . 

George spoke on the special State Committee meetings 
which also were held prior to the special meeting by the 
Daily Worker stockholders. At this meeting the concensus of 
opinion was to keep the Daily Worker going since therewere 
those who did not agree^ but others did and the discussion 
became very complicated and heated^ but it was pointed out that 
there were many of our own people who did not support the 
Daily Worker because of its editorial policy^ and they 
openly stated as much. The waterfront section^ the Brooklyn 
Sections and many others , this was discussed but even though 
this was pointed out it was agreed that the Daily was a fighter 
for the many things which are Inherrent for the existence of the 
Communist Party and that therefore^ we must support it one 
hundred percent. If they continued to publish' we must support 
it if not then we must help , raise the necessary funds to pay 
the defecit and then to go out and get "subs for the Sunday 
Worker. 

George also said that there is much differences 
of opinion arjiong the top leadership in the National Committee^ 
he has heard and also read that John G^tes has resigned from 
the Party^ but as he said these are only rumors ahd we cannot 
believe them, we must have faith in our leadership and support 
them according tQ^ our resolution? passed at the l^st 
convention. 
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Louise s^id thai? another meebing suoh as this, a 
Bronx County Section Qornmittee meeting, would be held in about 
a month from tonight the exact time and place would be 
forwarded to us by our section committee • 

At this meeting the follov/ing literature was 
made available to us. On the Communist Party^ by. Robert 
Thopipson, 

A Schedule of Classes for the Winter I958 

A New Series of Marxist discupsions and Reviews. 

QuestiQns and Answers on Registration and Party 
Building by William Weinstone. 

The U^S.S.R. Material for study in connection with 
the 40th Anniversary of the Soviet Union, issued by 
the Na^onal Educational Dept* Conmiunist Party of the TJ.S.A* 

Louise a^sked me to call ^ny one whom I thought 
should come t.Q the membership meeting tQinorrpw night. ^ 
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t 

PROM I 



SAO, SAN PRAKCISCO (IOO-II889) 
SA ROBERT P. SAVAGE 



DATE: 2/3/^8 



SUBJECT: CP,USA, NORTHERH DISTRICT 
OP CALIPORNIA 
IS-C 



The following written report was furnished 
±£5_SiUEQEEBT F. SAVAGE on January 21, 1958 * by 



who has furnished reliable Information in. 
This report, dated January 20, 19^8, concerns 



•cne past;. ^ , , . . 

a Corniixunist Party, Northern California District, Trade 
Union Conference held at S'an Francisco, California, 
on January 17, and January I8, 19^8. The report is 

<3e<^h r.n-h yftT»hn-hTffl apr\ the Original is maintained 
in 
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THE INPOEMANT CAN TESTIFY TO THE POLLOWING; 

"Report on the Oornraunist Party- 
Stockton, California 
January 20, 19^8 

. northern California District of the 

Communist Party held a Labor or Erade Union Conference 
' °r4-°^.*^'^ Piople's World on- Friday evening 

and all day Saturday, January 1? and I8, 1958, O^ere 
were about ii.0 people in attendance, at Saturday's 
meeting and Mickie Lima stated that about 35 had 
been present a* ^^riday nights session, 

"Some of those present at the meeting 
Saturday were? - 

Mickie Lima 



b6 
b7C 



i>ave (Santa Clara County. Attended the 

committee meetings) 
Howard Thompson 
Lulu Mae Thompson 

Barney DeVeto 



oijLi »cnneiderman 

Ben Dobbs, ^03 Angeles 

Sid Stein, New York 



iircnie JBrown 
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"At a little after 9:00 AM, the delegates 
from the outlying areas went to the 3rd floor of 
the building to hear a summary of the report by 
Fred. Pine from the Friday night session. In this 
report he mentioned a substitute draft resolution 
on -^abor which is being circulated from Indiana, 
He stated he did not know the status of the document, 
in that it had not come to him through the regular 
channels, 

"The main portion of th^ conference opened 
on the 2nd floor of the People's World building at 
about 10530 AM, Jack Montgomery was nominated and 
unanimously elected to chair the meeting, ®ie 
morning session was devoted to a discussion from the 
floor of the Draft Resolution on Labor, After a 
brief %reak" just preceding lunch, Arnie Miller 
gave a report on the history and background leading 
up to the presentation of, the Right to Work Law 
on the California Ballot, Following his repoJpt he ' 
m,odo some proposals from the sub- committee on Labor, 
who had laid the plans for the Conference, 

"During the recess for lunch, the 
sub-committee met and considered the motions which 
had been presented on the Draft on Labor and the 
Right -to Work Law, 

'"^e afternoon session was devoted to general 
discussion on the Right to Work law and the Enowland 
campaign and^the following resolutions were acted 
upon: 

#1, That the documents turned in to the 
meeting by the East Bay Clubs, the Metal Trades 
Industrial Glub, and the Santa Clara County Clubs be " 
mimeographed and distributed for discussion. Adapted, 
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#2, That the National Office should b« 
consulted about the Indiana document to see if 
it had been' presented for approval and distribution. 
Adopted, 

#5. That all proposals for consideration 
'at the Western District Ti?ade Uninn Conference which 
will be held in the Bay area on February 1, 1958, must 
bo in the hands of tho sub-committee by January 29th. 
Adopted, 

y/ij.. Proposals to be presented to the 
National Committee on Labor must be in by February 20th* 
Adopted. (The original date for this was the 1st of 
March, but Prod Fine stated that date was the date 
for the next National Committee meeting,) 

The formula for the delegates' to the 
Western District Conference from the Northern California 
District was adopted as follows: 

1 from each shop and industrial club 

1 from each section 

2 from each County Committee 

"Since this will give Northern California 
a larger • delegation than other pa3:''fcs of the Western 
District, the committee will work out a way to balance 
the vote., 

#6* The present Labor Sub- committee will 
continue as a co-ordinating committee with the addition 
of one from each county to work on the Right to. Work 
issue as their main assignment and to work with 
the present committee. Adopted. 

#?• The Campaign against the ^^ight t^ Work 
Law will be the main activity of the Party in 
Korthern CdLifornia, Adopted. 
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Q #8, ©lat further meetings and conferences 

on a District level on Right to Work will be 
held* Adopted.' 

That the People »s World get out a 
special issue to ^^ick-off -the Campaign against the 
Right to WqpIc initiative! that the PW issue a 
broadside on the initiative, and carry articles on 
the fight on a week to week basis • Adopted. Tho 
suggestion of a brochure on the law in the name 
of the Communist Party was turned over to the 
committee for further consideration. 

'^Archie Brown urged a counter initiative 
to the Right to Work Law, such as a Full Employment 
Law» No action was taken on this* 

**I?ho meeting adjourned at about Ii.s30 PM« 
The next meeting cf the Sub-committoe will be 
hold at the home of Mickie Lima at 8:00 PM 
on January 29, 1958. 



b7D 



, orallv* advised SA ROBERT 

SAVAGE oh January ^x, 1958, that the CP West Coast 
Labor Conference will be held on February 1, 1958^ 
in the San Francisco Bay Area. 



ACTION: File. 
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'IP I 



tJNITED STATE? GOVERNMENT 



TO 

PROM 
SUBJECT 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C42) (#12-15) 

#12-15 



DATE: 2/13/51 



SA 



CP, USA, NY COUNTY, DIST. 2 
IS-C 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



Source 

Charac terization 

Concealment 

Date of Activity- 
Date Received 
Received by 
liOcation 



wno nas rurnished reliable 

information in the paet 

Conceal and paraphrase to protect 

identity 
1/16/58 

i/izzsa : 



Attached hereto is* a copy of information received 
orally in Spanish as indicated above and translated into 
English by the writer. This information was subsequently 
transcribed in Spanish on I/30/58 by the writer, and the 
original copy signed on 2/IO/58, by Informant. A copy of 
this report is being made part of this serial. 



On 1/17/58 J ladvised that on I/16/68, he 

attended a meeting at 40 E. 7 St., which he described as an 
enlarged NY County Committee meeting. 



y- NY 



1 -l 



100-4931 (CP, USA NATIONAL) (#19-1) 
ino,Pfifin^WnP. uSA , NY STATE ) (#19-2 ) ' 



1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 ^ NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
a - NY 

PJB:MIM 
(21) 



(#12-15 ) 

100-13336 (ARMANDO R0MAN).(#12-15 ) 
100-9595 (WILLIAM WEINSTONE) (#12-14) 
100-54555 (EVELYN WEINER) (#12-14) 
100-228 (JUNE GORDON) (#12-14) 

100-13293 pim_aAijmiiD) (#12-15) 
100-85434 I r#i 2-i5) 
100-127918 I I (#12-15 ) 

100-131892 (ANTONIO VILLAR) (#12-15) 
100-57965 (DONAH LITHAUER) (#12-15) 
100-14214 (REVA FORD 1^2-1 5^ 
100-81865 I K #12-15) 
100-62955 (CYRiL PHtLlP ) (#12-15 ) 
100-101760 fEILlJ0ZAii,#12-15 ) 
100-53490 (#12-15) 

ioo-i3i7867iHD2imioki:.DEzJ(7f 12-15 ) 

100-100606 1 [#12-15 ) 



100-^110593 



. , 3 I 

100-26603-042 (#12-15 )• 




1/30/58 



On Thursday, I/I6/58, there was an enlarged meeting 
of the New York County Comraitt3e of the Communist Party at 
40 East 7 Street, which began at 8 PM. 

Present were the following people whom I know. 

1, ARMANDO ROMAN 

2. WILLIAM WEINSTONE 

3, EVELYN WEINER 

4. JUNE GORDON 



5. 


JOSE SANTIArxO 




6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 

10. 






ANTONIO VILLAR 
DONAH LITHAUER 
RWA "RTiRn 




11. 






12. 
13. 


CYRIL PHILIP 
BILL VILA 




14. 






15., 
16. 

17. 







1 The meeting was Opened by EVELYN WEINER and 

|(LNU) was nominated chairman. 

WILLIAM WEINSTONE read a report from the National 
Committee and he spoke on this report from eight until 
eleven thirty PM, 

After V/IIINSTONE, spoke ART-IANDO ROMAN who contra- 
dicted what WEINSTONE had said on some points.- 

INOCENCIA VALDSZ spoke $ind said that the money that" 
has been collected among the Puerto Rioans for the newspaper 
and other activities h^s been eaten ud by the "big S;hots," 
and they have not done anything to better things for the 
Puerto Ricans. 



i-wo wool,.. nv- ^^at the meeting be continued in 

two weeks, Tnere were about one hundred persons at this 
meeting the majority of whom were woiiien. 



Signed 
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OPPIOE MEMORANBUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

PROM 



SAO, NEW YQK.i (100-26603) (19) 

(12-15) 



DATE: 2/11/58 



SA 



SUBJECT: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 
IS - C 

Source 

Chai'acterizatioil 



Concealment 

Date Received 
Received by 
Location 



wno nas rurnlshed i-eliable 
information in the past. 
Conceal and pai?aphrase to 
protect identlts?' ■ 
1/6/58 
SA 



l60-2bb03 



1 


NY ( 


1 


- NY 




1- NY J 




- NY 


1 


- NY ( 


1 


- NY ( 


1 


- NY ( 


1 


- NY ( 


1 


- NY ( 


1 


- NY { 


1 


- NY ( 


1 


- NY ( 


1 


- NY ( 


1 


- NY { 


1 


NY .( 


1 


- NY I 


1 


- NY ( 


1 


- NY ( 


1 


- NY ( 


1 


- NY { 


"PJB:mo.n 



100-87211} (OP, USA,, Factionalism, Dist, #2) (19) 
100-12882) (OP, USA, National, Paotionalism) .(19) 
inO*4q^lV fflP. TTSA, National.) (19) ' 

i j (12-15) 



m'^^ I 

-13206) (ED MSSKEM) 
-128i|-8l) (HARRY TANSER) 
-67670) (IDA POSNER) 
467) (BILL LAWRENCE) 
-998^1) (AIJBSRT BLIMBERG) (19-2) 
49149) (MORRIS GAINER) 
■128532) (PETE BALDING) 
-20) (MORRIS SCHAPPES) (12-15) 
-559) (JESUS COLON) (12-.11} 
■24638): (ABNER BERRY) (7-2) 
^^o-^r-^ (GEORGE Bo CHAiNEY) 
(GEORGE WATT) (19) 
(S± GERSON) (19) 
■21259) (MAX GERSON) (12-15) 
■26603) (19) 



(20) 




On l/6/$8>r 

3ateci Deaemm 



furnished a copy of 



a letter datec3 December lb. wrlttf^n -tn'lh^ 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMITTEE and 'signed Sy?4 officers 
and members Df the New Ynrk State Committee. Copief 

Sho LJLif^L^^^? h^^J^^ to those IndividSilT 
who ^^^- rended the (^p meeting held at the home of 
on 1/5/50 . 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



on th^ IP n ? <3Jscusses motions and anjendments 

«L^o® Declaration and advises the NEO of 

certain actions taken at its' meetin?- of Deo ?^ il 

o. Agents rr%Srilo^grS'Ae^ L^^^f Sl^JlrS^I S^."?^"" 
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STANDARD FORM 'NO. 64 




ce MemofanduM '* united states government 




SUBJECT: 



SAC, NEW YORKU^^l1f9-493»., 
SAC, PITTSBURGH " (100-577) 



COMMUNIST PARTY - USA V 
IS - c 

(QQ; YORk) , ' ' 



DATE: 2/18/58 



On 12/22/57 PG 1%5-S* (reliable, conceal) advised ibhat ALEX 
STEINBER© and his wife,; *hfe fprmer' ESTHER ROTH, 55^? Jackson 
Street, Pittsburgh, " Pa., raaintinfed infprmation set out hereinafter. 
The original of this information is "filed in PG iOO-2443-iB9* 
pages l,:5i-9,10,il,13,28-30,31-35.j 36-45, ,50 ..Copies ^re . 
enclosed for the information of the New York Office inasmuch 
as the individuals and organizations mentioned therein are 
believed to be subjects of th^ New York Office. 

Enclosure's (photostats) are as follbws: 




loV New York (Encls, 10) i^X> 



1 -.100-3620 
1 - 100- 

i - 16.6.-3 

1 - 100- 

i - 100- 
i - 100- 

1 ^ 100- 

1 -r 1.00- 




ACPFB 

. jde .pelshin 
abner: green 

n^w century publishers, inc^ 
william. patterson,. , ^ , . 

PROGRESSIVE. JEflSH JCjPE 
HERBERT .. ROSENBERG, - . - ^ 
Sm STEIN... . , , . 



2 - Pittsburgh 

(1 - 106-jL443, ALEK STEINBERG) 
EPHterm 

(12) 




■' ' ■ • .. ' ■■■ ■ ■■ • , *■ ■ " 

^^^tl^^ry -l%/^Z0t, from . ■ -. 

" .L#te.i?V li/li/^^,. from -^NES gMeNv ACPiB..;' 'V ' ' - • 

,:ii^t^V!i'M/23/m'y fi'Pia QKSM^,. ACP^B; ,' • • ;'. . ' 

^' Statement, 10/6/57, £ronC Progce Jnc. 
." Thesis intit.led;j '''iSann.esty^^^^ - $957^:" by -WH- PAa?TEi5S:0N.. • ' 
. . .'diftesis en%tied^^^ of - th$ .Ea?'ty. :5>^5^g^i%v.? * . - •. • . .. ' 

. ■ The^i^s: -on labOF f i^omr ,tfo^ Cpriunun'is^^^^ ; •• ■ 

• Copy 6f ^S. iPostal MOpe^: -Ol-dfe^;^; .ig/i^/'sf.^: fcoia 'HEK^E|lrD RdSENSEte ' " 

foiJ . the . .info titif 'th^ <3J^'£i.c'e;> , the: .STEI^NBEELGS- a;3?e: d^Sdritoiexa- aa-' •. .. * . ••: 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 



SAC, LOS ANGEIES (IOO-I763) DATE:- 1/2 1/5 8 
SA 



SUBJECTS SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DIST|IICT, 
COMMUNIST PARTY (SCDCP), USA 
IS-C 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



SOURCE 


ACTIVITY • 


RECEIVED 


AGENT. . 


LOCATION 




Informal CP 


1/8/58 


Writer 




wno nas 
fiirnished 
reliable , 


meeting, 
12/11/57 ■ 















Information 
in the past, 
and whose 
identity- 
should be 
concealed. 



On 12/12/57 



furnished SA H, RAWLINS OVERTON 



with 'a renop t wliich was taken in dictation by Stenographei[ 



Upon transcription of the report informant reviewed 
and initialed it on I/8/58 before the writ er. This report follpws: 

^^''^^Nfe.w (EEGIgf 



cc: 



100-4663 

100-42662 . 

100-23258'.(5. SmUjiRCI) 

100-52571 ^(C, ALEXANDER) (SI) 



10.0-7181 
100-17471 

100-55183 

100-4959 
10,0-30731 
100-19591 
100-31084 

100-44299 

100-22501 
100-18596 
100-30398 
100-21884 
100-24.352 
100-26044 



DUGDALE)(SI) A-a 
B. DENNIS) / '^^ 

I. -mandelUsx 



E. GREEN}/, " 
J. GATES 

[M. ALEXANDER )f;§! 

'II) 



^SrgTEIN) Ip., Ui 

(HENRY WINSTON")' 
(FACTIONALISM) 

' 100-24346 (YOUTH MATTERS) 
IOO7I783 (LACPFB) 



L GREEN) 



S. DUKUSHKil 
H. SAZER)(SI' 
.FACTIONALISM 
ORGANIZATION] 
100-24345 (NEGKO QUESTION) 
TWC:srl3 
(21) 




__Indj^e'a 
Se riali^&dg^^File d~ 

JAN - 

FBI-L<3S ANGElISv 




LA 100-1763 



"Los Angeles J California 
December 12^ 1957 



"On Wednesday^ December ll^^ 1957^ there was a special 
meeting, the composition of which i do not know, which was held 
at Hungarian Hall, 1251 South St. Andrews Place, Los Angeles, 
at 8^00 p*m» The meeting was opened by BEN DOBBS who made the 
following announcements t 

"(1) The Larry Ama,ya Concert is set for December l4, 
1957^ at Carpenters Hall, 420 North Soto Street, Los Angeles. 

"(2) All people available were urged to attend the 
hearings of the O^Connell Subcommittee on civil liberties 
Friday and Saturday at the State Building* 

"(3) Material was- distributed on the campaign for 
amnesty for GREEN and WINSTON. 

"(4) The « People's World « bazaar • 

"Following these announcements, DOBBS briefly outlined 
the character of the meeting as one of five similar- meetings 
being held with SID SSEIN^, described as about 5 '8" or 9"^ 

dark curly hair, thick lips, sbocky build, very sloppy dresser* 
DOBBS stated that there had been an arbitrary selection of people 
and that there would be no long report* 

"The purpose of the meeting was for an informal 
exchange on the problems of the Party as you see them* 

"At this point CHARLENE ALEXANDER was elected Chairman 
for the meetings She proposed that the discussions start with 
no preliminary remiarks* 

"BERT DUGDALE said that his Section had had a long 
discussion on the question of delegating .authority and had 
reached the conclusion that leadership could best be expressed 
by how effectively authority was delegated* 

"A comrade named BILL (last name unknown) asked for 
a clarification on the agenda* 

"Since no one else asked for the floor, it was agreed 
that SID give a few preliiftinary remarks to try to encourage 
discussion* He said that he was enjoying his visit to Los Angeles j 
that it reminded him of the past and future of our Party* He made 
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some comments about the textile strike in Lawrence^ Massachusetts^, 
a number of years ago and said that he had been seeing a number 
of old Party comrades during his visit ^ here. He comraen1;ed that 
glory and error can co-e^cist in the Party but that an honesty 
critical attitude cannot co-exist with negativism* He deplored 
the presence of negativism and defeatism in the Party. He said 
the future of the Party and the future of socialism is positive 
and that success would come through struggle ^ He talked about the 
slogans of .anti -monopoly coalition in America and said that the 
struggles ahead would require a strong Party. 

"On the question of Negro rights^ he urged eyer^ybody 
to read the JACKSON report and said the essential question is the 
mobilizing of the white woi*kers around the struggle for Negro 
rights and enlisting of the support of the labor movement to the 
Negro struggle,,. In the field of labor ^ he raised the question as 
to how the Party can overcome .its isolation from the labor move- 
ment in such a manner to enforce the labor movement course and 
stated this could not be done merely for ideological methods. 

"He raised the- question as to why the Party has made 
no headway in developing a program to this end despite the fact 
that one and one-half years have elapsed since the discussions 
began. He said, not only is this true but we have lost half of 
the Party in the meantime, and the ibsses are oamtinuing. 

"He said there were two major differences of opinion 
within the Party as to what kind of a Party we should fight for. 
One group takes the position that it does not matter how many 
losses we have because eventually we will come out of it with a 
pure Party that is equipped to struggle on a correct line and will 
win adherence because of its correctness. The other position says 
the Party itself must change in order to maintain its existence 
and to develop in a manner that will attract people. He said the 
difference between a Party and a Sect is that a Party can tolerate 
differences of opinion hut a Sect cannot. 

"He said we must have no attitude of hearsay within the 
Partyj that an atmosphere must be created in which all questions 
are regarded as legitimate*, no matter from what point of view 
they are raised. 

"He raised the question of friendly and critical attitude 
toward other Socialist and Communist Parties and went into an 
explanation of the recent crisis, in the National Committee when 
a meeting was called of the National executive Committee following 
the publication of the statement of the 12 Communist Parties and 
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GENE DENNIS came into the meeting with a document which he tried 
to ram through the Natipnal Committee which would have endorsed 
the statement of the 12 Parties but which was not issued because 
following a heated debate the vote was 11 to 10. Prom this 
experience 3 he pointed out the necessity of continuing to fight 
to carry out the decisions of the recent National Convention against 
what he described as a current within the Party which is attempting 
to reverse the Convention depisions* 

He said the Party cannot stand still; it must either 
advance or lose ground What is needed now is a new effort to 
blast through for the Party progr.am as developed at the National 
Convention. He appealed for attention to ideological specifics 
as opposed to channelijsed political program and dogmatism^ 

^^Following his remarks;, the. floor was open for 
disexission. 

"IRENE MANBEL spoke on the experiences she had had in 
pre- convention discussion in New York^ She was extrmely critical 
of the program developed at the Niational Convention and the failure 
of the Party to move decisively in developing a program. She was 
critical of S^HSIN^s remarks at this meeting and said that in her 
opinion all the statement which had been issued by the ^Ifational 
Committee and by the National Convention indicate that -the main 
danger at this point is right opportunism and that these statements 
are identical with statements the Party has in past years criticized 
as American exceptionalism* 

"She was critical of the role of Communists in united 
front activities^ saying that the Party must maintain its own 
identity regardless of united front activities in which it 
participates. She said the people are continuing to leave the 
Party because there is no program. 



I I- Nothing is being resolved by' these 

endless conferences and meetings. He proposed we stop the debate 
and take some votes. He was very critical of the National 
Committee «s activities, and stated he felt the National leadership 
was falling into a^ trap of liberalism. He spoke very disparagingly 
of the National leadership and of the attitude which is prevalent 
in most parts of the Party due to the fact that most people are 
honesty and we must create an atmosphere of friendly discussion 
in democracy. He said if everybody is honesty where is the enemy? 
He made a strong appeal for a program which he characterized 
frankly as a leftist program. He said Sputnik is left. The 
organization of the CIO was a left program. The demand for 
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unemployment insurance was a left program^ but it was around these 
programs that the Party established its leadership in the American 
labor movemente He said we have too much democracy in the Party 
today;, and he appealed for what he described as a rfeal healthy 
bureaucracy 

"SOPHIE KISHWER spoke on Marxist-Leninist theory and^ 
particularly^ the question of the contradiction between Party 
leadership and mass leadership and pointed out that we have continued 
over a number of years to lose mass leaders who come into the Party • 
She made several references to the meeting of the District Council 
held last Sunday and said we are very slow in developing an atmos- 
phere of democratic exchange • 

"On the question of ideological specifics^ she said 
the Party continues to recommend consideration of ideological 
specifies but fails to provide any place for discussion on these 
questions* 

"On^the Negro question^ she opposed primary attention 
to theory at this point and recommended instead a program of 
activity. 

"ELSIE MGNJAR spoke on theory and labeling within the 

Party. 

"EUNICE GREENBERG was very critical of SSEIN^s remarks 
and said -he was treating us like a bunch of juveniles^ and she 
was tired of bring treated like a moron by the Party leadership. 
She saidj, ^Letjs start reaching some conclusions and put an end 
to these endless discussions.' She said one reason we are not 
getting as much done as we used to is that the Party membership 
is getting old and tired. 

"A young comrade whose name was not mentioned said it 
was easier to know what the • Soviet Union is doing than it is to 
find out what our own National Committee is doing. 

"In an extremely antagonistic voice he directed a 
question to SID SfEIN in which he demanded a direct answer to 
as follows s «What is the National Committee doing to tackle 
theoretical questions and to resolve differences?' 

"A comrade named LOII ^ whom I have never seen 

before^ described as about 30-3^ years ^ possibly 5*10"^ dark 
hair^ wore glasses^ swarthy skin-, looked as if he might be Jewish^, 
and is f rom^ New York recently., took an extremely critical and iQf t 
position and said that terms like monolithic unity and demqcratic 
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centralism have been good terms throughout the history of the 
Party but are now in bad repute ♦ He was critical of the fact 
that the Party has not projected a program around the growing 
unemployment and recommended that if nothing else^ the Party at 
least crag out of mothballs the program that it projected in the 
193Q*s and use that* He said the problem of developing a national 
program arises primarily from the lack of ideological clarity* 
He said the Party has become involved in a mass of bourgeois 
liberalism and has failed to maintain a real Marxist -Leninist 
line^ He endorsed whole-heartedly the statement of the 12 Parties* 
He tossed out any question of an examination of semantics in 
Party language and said every fool knows what right opportunism 
is and what left opportunism is and there is no need to discuss 
these terms within the Party. 

"He said we have not paid proper attention to our allies 
in other Socialist countries and that we should listen to their 
criticism of our convention because their criticism is correct* 
He said there was an ip-surge of white chauvinism in the Party and 
that no one is tackling this question^. He said the National 
Committee is so worried about JOHprST QATES that everytime somebody 
raises a principled question in the National Committee^ GATES gets 
up to leave and^ thusj, is able to immobilize 'the entire Party* He 
recommended that GATES be expelled as a solution to this problem* 

"BEN DOBBS said sooner or later we must take a vote 
but first let's be sure we are voting on the right questions* 
He said our Party crisis was here many years ago; it is not a 
recent problem* He said literally thousands of Americans have 
come into our Party and left it and that it w^s not until the 
KHRUSHCHEV report that we became concerned enough to even consider 
the problem* He said let^s not make a virtue out of error • 

"On the tiuestion of what kind ,of a Party ^ he was critical 
of those comrades who are calling for activity at the cost of 
theory and said this is the opposite of Marxism-Leninism* The 
real question is what is the relationship of the Communist Party 
to activity and to the mass movement* He said the dialectics of 
the mass struggle are that the working class must learn from, its 
own mass activity how to advance in a program of social progress* 

"MIMI ALEXANDHEl^ newcpmer from New York, now Educational 
Director of the Moranda Smith Section^ III6 South Fedora Street, 
Dunkirk 8-4603^ also takes a FOSTER postion* -She said the Party «s 
ideological weaJcnesses stem from the traditional American comtempt 
for education. She was very critical of what she described as 
current Party support to the doctrine of American exceptionalism* 



- 6 - 



LA 100-1763 

She said we have fallen into bourgeois methods of psychiatry In 
the Party. She was critical of what she described as organi^aticraa 
looseness and specifically of that section of S^IN'^s report in 
which he talked about members at large* She said this is not a 
Marxist concept. She was critical of the fact that there has been 
no emphasis on youth or the recruiting of youth in the Party. 

"A comrade named JERRY (last name unknown)^ about 
5^8iJ — fanr a ra^ i nnf- ho .dark hair ^ "heavy set, rejected the appr*oaoh 

of I l and 2REHE MAMDEL. He said the District Council 

meeting attempted to be decisive in recommending correction of 
certain aspects of the work of the National Committee* He said 
there are still certain elements within the Party who are labeling 
other comrades and that this . is continuing to create a situation 
in which me ape losing people ♦ 

"C.HARLEK!S AIiEXAMDER supported the FOSTER position and 
said what kinc! ^ Party can we have without discipline. She 
mentioned (ESv^perieuc'es she had had In administrative work in various 
sections cf-'-tha.'Vai^ty and^ specifically^ experiences in the Comp ton- 
Watts Section^i . wiiere there had been a ^successful mass program worked 
ouL arxu whtfi^ !"'Ttf^'-^-^ had been very small Party lolles. She said the 
d5,scuss ions carried out In that section are related primarily to 
how the Party can join in the Hegro people's liberation movement 
rather than theoretical discussions on questions like self -determina- 
tion ♦ 

"On the question of youths she referred to FOS^ER^s 
article in the December issue of ^Political Affairs^ ^ specifically 
that section relating to his comment that a number of organisations 
disappeared during the pre -convention discus ^iono She referred 
to the loss of the Labor Youth League during this period and deplored 
the fact that, the District Board has only ^jaad one discussion on 
the question of youth since the convention. 

'*0n the question of people who are leaving the Party, 
she said it was fruitless to discuss the fact that people are 
leaving without a specific examination of who is leaving and why. 
She said she had with her that evening a request for a drop from 
a 70-year-old comrade vxho was dropping on the basis that he could 
no longer be active^ and she commented that obviously the Party 
was not in very close touch with this . comra^de or he would realize 
that lack of activity today is no reason to drop from the Party. 
She was very critical of what she described P9 st sharp increase 
of white chauvinism in the Party and a total lack of conscious 
effort against white chauvinism* 

"She said the debates in the National Committee are 
fruitless and are being conducted just for the purpose of debate 



b6 
b7C 



M *^ 



• 



LA 100-1763 

and not in an effort to clarify ideological differences or arri■?^ 
at sound conclusions. 

"SID smmarizing the discussion^ said in answer 

feo specific questions that had been asked him (1) there never 
was a ^\'ire sent to the Argentine (Jovernment as had been alleged 
by IPJEI® MNDELj (2) that the National Committee has made available 
all material received from abroad and recommended that comrades 
read the 'National Mseussion Bulletin* issued in July and also 
the December 'Political Affairs." 

!'0n the- KOM0N0ROV article in 'International Affairs,' 
he stated that he had prepared an answer which he was planning to 
submit to the next meeting of the NEC and that the article was 
in his brief case if anyone wished to examine it follox»Jing the 
Meeting, He took sharp issue with those people who spoke at the 
aiseting.in favor of stopping the debate and who called for a little 
'cureaucracy in the Party, 

"On the question, where is the enemy, raised by 



he said the enemy was not within the Party bs 

excepx; rrom -cnose who have fallen into the trap of calling for b7c 
a return to the old methods and who, thus, give rise to credence 
of the criticism that our Party is an undemocratic organization. 

"On the question, what is Party leadership doing, he 
said the Party leadership is people, not a concept and, therefore, 
it is subject to all of the weaknesses and the problems that, people 
as individuals are subject to. 

"Pollol^ing his remarks, EMICE proposed that future 
meetings of this type be so organized that the discussion is 
limited on the basis of issue by issue rather than allowed to 
roam on all subjects simultaneously. 

* *]Ttie meeting was adjourned 11:40 p.m. 

"Others who xfere in attendance were? 
H.Tflrt-ir png-K , 



SADIE DOROSHmr 
HENRY SAZSR 



"All of the person__ present at this meeting whom I knew, 
I know to be Party members." 

Informant^ ima thoroughly interviewed, and could furnish 
no additional information. All necessary action in connection with 
this memo has been taken by the writer. 
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